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like any other line of life, will never respond to
any transitory methods. It requires a clearness
of vision, a permanency of effort, and a stead-
fastness of purpose which brooks no disappoint-
ment, and which will discover the true nature of
the occupation in the working out of its details.

Witness the practice in recent years of the con-
version of so much of our splendid agricultural
lands into pasturage, and the ruinous results,
financially, which have flowed therefrom—all the
result of farmers thinking that in this way they
might be able to make money by turning farming
into a purely speculative business, and without
the resort to manual labor. Had such a system
of all-pasturage resulted profitably, it would have
been one of the worst experiences which could
have aflected Ontario agriculture. - On the other
hand, it stands to-day as a striking object-lesson
of the utter folly of departing from any sound
and reasonable system of operation which will
tend to make the agriculture of this country per-
manent and profitable.

In such a system as I have outlined, the farm-
er must so direct his business as to economize
labor at every turn. He must adopt Western
ideas, do away with needless fencing, enlarge his
fields, and employ additional equine labor. In
this regard, the single-furrow plow, three-section
harrow, ten-hoe seed drill, and five-foot mower
and binder, must all largely become a thing of
the past. In using additional horses, one hand
may thus be enabled to do almost the work of
two; and, underlying all, the management must be
such that we take time by the forelock and lead
our work by doing everything in the proper sea-
son. In short, let the aim in our operations be
to adorn the pursuit of agriculture in a material
sense, the [irst, most necessary, and useful, as it
is the most dignified occupation of man, and it
rests in the farmer’s hands to show that it is
such. THOS. McMILLAN

Huron

Co., Ont.

GROWING CORN [N WESTEKN ONTARIO.

Editor “ The Farmer's Advocate ’

Corn is one of America’s greatest crops. Each
year sees an increase in the arca grown. In On-
tario it is steadily surpassing wheat. In this

district farmers are growing more corn each year,
and are giving it better cultivation. The farmer
who raises one hundred bushels of corn per acre
may consider he has a good crop, although noth-
ing phenomenal. Here, corn frequently yields
onc hundred bushels per acre, but never without
proper cultivation. Corn, perhaps, requires more
work than wheat, oats or barley, but there is
ample profit for the extra work bestowed upon it.
I will describe the method we believe to be the
best to produce an abundant crop.

As soon after harvest as possible,
ground which you intend to plant in
succeeding year a shallow gang-plowinges then har-
row with drag-harrows and roll. The object of

give the
corn the

rolling is to firm the ground for manuring and
fall plowing. Next, give a light coating of ma-
nure, and leave wuntil fall plowing commences.

This working is of great aid in producing a good
corn Ccrop. Some years, when we have found it
impossible to give the ground this working, owing
to threshing and other work which could not be
delayed. the next crop would be full ten per cent.
below the average, and we are convinced that this
i1s the cause.

As soon as fall plowing has commenced, plow
this ground first, in case that wet weather sets in,
and. this ground having been previously plowed,
will not be as firm as the other ground.

Through the winter give another light covering
of manure :  the usual way is to take 1t Tresh
from the stable as it accumulates

When the ground dries up in the spring, give
the ground a thorough harrowing with the drag
harrows This is important, because it destroys
the tender weeds which have just commenced to
grow : then leave till after grain-seeding is over,
and disk, then harrow again. In about a week
cultivate with a spring-tooth cultivator ; repeat
week till the time for planting has ar

once a
rived This cultivating not only destroys the
weerds and erass, bhut makes the ground more

mellow tor planting The usual time for planting
here is about the 24th of May; sometimes a few
davs earlier or later, as the scason be. The
his  own Judgment when  the

may
farmer must use
Jround is Nt for plamting

When the corn has been planted a week,
This harrowing removes the weeds
which 15 of

harrow

carefutly
and loosens the
especially if the
When the corn is two inches high,

eround great  ad
inclined 1o

harrow

vantage, ground s

hake

again tieht iron harrows are preferable for this
harrowine, hut if they arve unobtainable heavie
harrows mayv be used with no harmil resul W
have a sot of drag harrows with adjustable leven
and the tecth mayv be set forward or back e
circumstances require When the tecth o o
<lighitlv back, a hetter harrow Tor this harrowing
worlth e hard to find A week after this, cultg
vate with a two-horse cultivator [lse a stead
team and ecultivate thoroughly vy over  the
Gield with the hand hoe, uncovering an) hills
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that have been covered and hocing those that
have been missed. In a week repeat cultivating
and hoeing. By this time haying will be started.
and the corn must be left till it is finished. Be-

tween haying and harvesting, cultivate with a
one-horse cultivator and hand hoe carefully, re-
moving all weeds and grass, lor this is the last

work the field will receive.

Some may think this is too much work to put
on corn, but it is not, and any farmer who has
tried this way will say the same. By this
method, with good land and favorable weather.
one can raise one hundred bushels per acre, with-
out a doubt.

We have raised the Yellow Dent
two vears, and believe it to be the best corn that
has ever been introduced into this district. It is
very popular both for silo-filling and as a grain
BERT SMITH.

variety for

crop.
Lambton Co., Ont.

FARM FORESTRY IN ONTARIO.

Prof. K. J. Zavitz, before the Ontario Agri
cultural and Union.

Owing to the long time element in growing and
harvesting a forest crop, an annual report on this
subject may bring forth little of new interest
It may be possible, within a decade, to entirely
change the type of hog in the Province of On
tario, but the improvement of forest conditions
must naturally take a longer period. We  find,
even in Germany, where scientific forestry has
been practiced for nearly two hundred years, that
to-day the private woodland is often badly man
aged. 1 venture to state that in Ontario the
percentage of badly-managed wood-lots is not so
much greater than the percentage of mismanaged
farms.

This last season has been especially severe on
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forest plantations. A late season, with strong
cold winds, followed by an extremely dry summer,
will probably result in some failures. On the

poorer classes of soil, the Scotch Pine and Black
Locust have shown the best results About two
hundred thousand plants have been sent out this
last spring, composed chiefly of White Pine
Scotch Pine, Jack Pine, Norway Spruce, and
Black IL.ocust. The department is prepared to
make planting plans and furnish planting material
free to parties having waste lands, the applicant
paying cost of transportation of trees and doing
the actual work of planting. For planting in
spring of 1909, applications should be in before
15th: of June, 1908. In this way, officers of the
Department may be able to organize their trips
into each district.

There has been, in the last ten vears, a large
decrease in the acreage of woodland in the old
part of the Province. The following table has
been compiled from the report of the Bureau of
Industrvies, and does not include the newer dis
tricts opened for settlement in Algoma and Nipis

sing
T £T £©
S _5 =T S ZE£
= = Ho e =23
o g -2 3 == g A
ARSI LU = ) g L=
1894 34788 19089 4344
1905 36288 21620 2779 4257

The indications are that an increasing numbern
of woodland owners are giving this question some

consideration, hbut the proportion of woodland

will likely decrease much further Wood prices
are such that there is a great inducement to over
cut Ilm, soft maple and other one-time inferion

bring a good price at the local mills
increasing.
'||'u|n>l'1]nr1 of

trees to-day
and this price is gradually
keep up the
Ontario, we

wood
have the opportu
We have in Ontario

In order to
land in Southern
nity of replanting waste lands

two forms of waste land The  small  areas
on the individual farm which are untillable, and
may he in the form of steep hillsides, sandy oy
gravelly ridges, ete We aiso have throughout

older Ontario large arcas of waste land, ranging

from 1,000 acres to 6C square miles, which  are
not heing farmed or improved in any way In
some cases this land has been cleared and cult
vated, but  abandoned. There is in the south

western peninsula of Ontario—that arca Iving west
Toronto to lLake Simcoe

of a line from abont
two hundred square miles of this second class o)
waste land The waste land in small parcels o
the farms of Ontario can only bhe improved hy te
individual owners, althouch the Siate can assjot
and co ‘l[N'I‘!II‘ as i1s heing done.

This other problem  of reforesting  the lgreom
areans s oconfronting us Why should we worpey
thout it and  what  can we do? Reforesting
these Tamds wonld give protection to neighhorine
lands. and to small streams havine theiy OHre
theremn It <should also cive a revenie ta o f)e
beagral v SO pan Lt s where at  present  sueh Taggd
e o hairden inomany wavs

IR management of  the lavnied Vo [l
ST o amd raw material for loeal o
and industroe: Such management would o)
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protect the ignorant settler from being persuaded
into a farming experiment on such land.
it can be shown that forestry on such soils s .
good investment, especially for the state.

To give some idea of forest planting as an 1y
vestment, the following may be of interest :

One of the most promising trees for waste an
sand types of soil is the Black Locust. It secimg
to withstand adverse conditions, and should bhe of

Lastly

special interest for waste-land propositions. Ver,
extensive work has been done in Hungary with
this tree, where it is estimated they have about

200,600 acres of pure locust forest in the form of
plandations. The Agricultural Department o-
courages tree-planting, and sends out every year
from five to six million locust seedlings. This
planting is done on soils which are absolutely
worthless for agriculture, and the following tahle

gives results from some of the earlier planta
tions
STAND Ol SEFDLING [L.oOCUSsT ON SAMDPLIS
PLOTS OF NI ACRYE
Average
Diameter Averupe
Soil Ape Number Breasthigh Height
I’'lot Quuality Years of Tiee- Inches I, et
n Good 30 i 1a) H.3 a3
h Best 31 T2 75 G
( Fair NI S + 3 RE
d Poor A0 2RR 30 L)

STAND OF SECOND-GROWTH 1.OCUST ON SAMIP'L.;
PLOTS OF ONE ACIRI
Average
Dinmeter Average

Soil Ayge Number Breasthigh Height
Plot Quality Years of Trees.. Inches F. et
e Fair 8 452 3.3 30
i Good 15 643 1.3 17
It Fuair 13 391 3.7 33
h Poor 15 324 23 20)

These tigures are for a (]is‘ll‘lt't where the an
nual rainfall averages 21 inches, and the tempera
ture ranges from zero, in winter, to 95 degrees I
i sumimer This district is very similar to
Southern Ontario, and the figures are of more
value to us than any results obtained in the
Middle Western States, where planting has
done on good soils.

The [(irst table,
origin, are 30
age A8K trees 5

heen
where plots are of seedling
and would aver-
diameter and 45 feet

vears  old,

mches in

high.  Istimating two fence posts to the tree, we
would have 976 posts at 20c¢. a post, which would
give an annual gross revenue ol about $6.50, and
this on non-agricultural soil

The  sccond  table,  which  represents  second
growth or coppice, meaning  the sprout growth
coming up from the stump aiter cutting, shows

hetter results than the seedling plots

The Tact that this growth can be had on poot
sotl in from 15 to 30 vears, makes this tree  of
value to the farmer Black TLocust at this apge
1s chietly of use for posts, vine stakes, poles, fuel
and ceneral farm work

The proper management  of these waste-land
areas in the agricultural part of the Province are
ol direct interest to the farming community, and
I feel that the solution is of vital interest 1o
such an organization as the Ioxperimental Union
What good has heen accomplished in this Provincee
along the lines of reformation is largely  due to
carlier efflorts of this Union The work has only
had a beginning, and this organization
much to further the cause of

can do B
reforestation
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COW-TESTING ASSOCIrA:f IbNS;.

ANNOUNCEMENT FORR 1908

It s

now four yvears since the Dominion De-
partment ol Agriculture, throuch the Dairy Divi
Stan. began an active campaign for {he :

) i(n])['n\w‘»
ment ot the dairy herds of Canada, I inaugurat

g a con-testing  association  at Cowansville,
Quehie Five: Departinent provided all the equip
ment. and Joaned each  member the scales and
Hecessary ot for taking and preserving the

samples. tarnishoed the requisite hlank forms for
heepime records, made all the tests and compiled
the reports, without any charge
In 1905, a series u|‘.",|b‘];.\ tests were  con
ducted at seven places, the Iv’.‘[v.u’lmwnt loaning
the ot its and doing all the work, without cost
Lo th Uwhers o of the herds, as in 1904 The
obheet this work was 1o call attention to the
miportanee o the aquestron, and to create suth
crent amterest in the matter 1o mmduce dairvmen to
‘,1‘ i flowr= 1 ¥ Morpose ol condicting g syste
’\"'\ “\"‘:’: ‘VA the individual cows ol their herds
Hag ,‘ .w . ol 'm, e 1-‘ showed  the great
I ot e the vield of cows  in
| ) i R ol ot dhitferent herds in the same
ol
\i nirin 1 e INtern associations
(L N (G S T auspices ol the Depart
| ron by reguired to o provide his

il i takinge saomples, hat




