
'*♦14 ‘V -'v, ,J "

*

W

^ Ci
v ,;

iii
I ;

1ï ÿ ■

p*B
ggl;

THE FARMERS ADVOCATE. FOUNDED lrti',6
124

miserable, ill-shapen, undersized young stink found 
in many dairy districts, ill-bred, ill-fed and un­
profitable from start to finish.

It is not the intention here to make any 
purison between dairying and beef-raising, 
have their place in our agriculture, and it is im­
possible to say which is the most profitable. 
Each of these industries has found some particular 
breeds which are best suited to its purposes, and 
tie characteristics of the animal suited to tho,

.oi.e industry are almost the direct opposite of ® 
those suited to the other. Under these circom- 

tlo folly of attempting to raise beef

Sold at .V.. live weight, weighing 1,800 v ^The Sheep Industry in Ontario.«
Showing a profit of

To the Editor " Farmer's Advocate ”
Sir,—Buring the past six months the public 

and press have apparently been taking stock of 
the live-stock industries common in our Province. 
The questions of profit and cost of labor have 
been studied as never before, 
sidération, always an important factor on 
farm, is receiving more attention, and bulks 
larger and larger in the accounts as the years are 
passing by. Lines of industries, profitable with 
help’available, have been abandoned, as often the 
assistance necessary could not be got 
and of the quality to furnish a living margin of 
profit. Hence, we see and hear and read of many 
carefully spying out the land, endeavoring to find 
relief, and something in the way of a change of 
operations which will lessen the burden and make 
life more enjoyable. To me it seems an open and 
a most inviting line of breeding, and work is 
right at hand in the business, which according to 
statistics and many reports has been neglected 
and in recent years discarded by hundreds through­
out our land, and that is tho sheep industry. No
line of live-stock raising can be carried on suc­
cessfully with so little labor ; no kind of stock
can lie grown and matured at so low a cost ; no
kind of stock in Ontario has had so little atten­
tion given it in fitting for the market; and no 
other stock can, in my humble opinion, show as 
satisfactory a balance sheet at the end of the 
3ear, nor is there another kind of animal we 
raise to which we are so deeply and so univer­
sally indebted for comforts and luxuries as the 
gentle, innocent sheep.

Many and various are the reasons offered why 
sheep are decreasing in numbers. Dogs are one 
bugbear, but what of rats and weasels, skunks 
and foxes, and æores of mites and diseases to 
which poultry are subject, and yet do we h«xv of 
that blocking the almost marvellous growth of 
our chicken industry.

Fencing is another bugaboo. What nonsense, 
when of all our domestic animals sheep are the 
easiest to house and to keep under control in 
field or in winter quarters. Just notice the slq>- 
shod treatment given the lamb crop year after 

the majority of farms, if we want to 
Lambs with long

' com-
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FIVEONE HUNDRED LAMBS FOR 
MONTHS

100 lambs at 75 lhs. each, bought at 4c............$800.00
Foil on rape anil grass for a month at cost of...
Fed 120 days indoors, ns follows :

A lhs. turnips each daily, 1,000 hu.
1 lh. clover hay each daily, 6 tons nt $6.00 
1 lb. un threshed peas each daily, 200 bu at
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120.0060c. . stances,
cattle from dairy cows at once becomes apparent.
As a matter of fact, very few, if any, of the men » 
who buy stockers care to touch any that show • f 

trace of the blood of the distinctively dairy _ £ 
biceils, and such animals are always disposed of 

We do not think it wise for

at values .............$550.00Totalr ' -

I- Sold nt 51c. per lb., live weight, averaging 120
lhs. each—12,000 lbs............................................

Showing a profit of
Or an average of ........................... ........

even a$660 00
110.00 

1.10 nt a disadvantage, 
those who are engaged in a dairy business, and 
who have herds of Ay rshires, Holsteins or Jer­
seys, to make any attempt to nil-c young stock 
for beef, or to purchase bulls of the beef breeds 
with the object of producing young stock that 

be used for beef-production.
There is, however, .such

t ;
COMPARISON OF COST, GAIN AND PROFITS.

I *=" 1 steer during 6 months eats $27.90 worth, to make 
800 pounds gain, or $9.80 per 100 pounds.

6 2-3 iambs during 5 months eat- $16.67 worth, to make 
300 pounds gain, or $5 56 per 100 pounds 

1 steer costs daily 15jc., making a gain of 1 2-3 lbs 
6 2-3 lambs cost daily 14c., making a gain of 2 lbs. 
1 Steer gives $2.10 profit in 6 months—to 12 per cent 

on $35 invested'

r

can
a tiling us a dual- 

purpose cow, but she is found in only one breed — 
the Shorthorn. This breed bus been developed 
along tile two lines of beef and milk production, 
and the two strains have been largely intermixed. 
Hence, it is possible to get cows 
that will give fair returns in milk, and, at the 
same time, produce a gooil beef calf, and, 
matter of fact, the great majority of the best

cows.

W- -

i
per annum

6 2-3 lambs give $7.33 profit in 5 months—to 88 per 
cent. per annum on $20 invested
In the above calculations, objection may be 

taken to having the lambs on the fields for a 
month, while steers were housed when purchased. 
It would make a difference of 16 cents less profit 
on each lamb, supposing the gain to be equal out 
and inside, but that is not probable, os the grain 
and root feeding does result in faster fleshing than 
field feeding alone.

If my deductions are correct, they will justify 
my claiming that in the meat-making business the 
lamb used as the machine is, and has been for 
the past ten years, the most profitable line of 
meat production on the Ontario farm, 
estimates and conclusions are wrong, I im ite a 
threshing out of the facts, that we may learn a 
little more of the ins and outs of our labors.

Animal hus-

of this breed

as a

of suchthe offspringstockers
The e cows, however, do not, ns a rule, give as 
large returns in milk as the distinctively dairy Jj 
breeds, and the man who would raise cnttle for fj

smaller return in
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heef must he content with a

El milk.is®: In conclusion, we would strongly advise those 
who are engaged in the dairy business, and use 
the dairy breeds, to make no attempt to raise .1 
young cattle for beef. If, however, some should 
decide that il is necessary for them to raise beef- 
cattle, owing perhaps to exceptional circumstances, 
they must discard altogether their dairy breeds, g 
purchase a herd of grade Shorthorns, and lie con- p 
tent with a somewhat smaller return in milk. D.
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We are no longer grain-sellei s. 
bandry is the only possible way at present in 
sight likely to provide us with the comforts we 
have a right to expect in tilling the land, 
we must in the future give more thought as in­
dividuals to what is the proper course for us each 
one to follow, and not be misled by .unwise anti 
misleading statements, which, even if false, pass 
for currency by continuous repetititih. Each year 
brings new problems for us to deal with. Prog­
ress is the prevailing watchword, and nowheee is 
it more required than in life on the farm, 
to keep abreast of the times.

year on
learn where the fault lies, 
tails, uncastrated, run to market full of burs, and 
at a time of year when prices are at the lowest 
notch, just the same as was formerly done with
the hogs.

Were lambs given such care and attention as 
the bacon hog gets of late years, and a similar 
preparation for the ever-readv market, no longer 
would paltry excuses lead to the neglecting of 
the sheep business, 
are diseases and other serious troubles among 
sheep so little known as in our Province. Had we 
half the ills to contend with that the British 
shepherds have, there would be some sense in the 
abandonment of a very profitable line on the 
farm.
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Organizing a Beef Ring.
Could you give any information for the organizing 

of a heef ring ?
Wentworth Co.. Ont

It will lie necessary to get nt least sixteen, and 
willing to go into the ring. This 

he done by announcing a meeting for that pur-
W hen the requisite mem- 
local butcher or other 

who is competent to kill and dress an animal is 
This person must also cut 

up the heef, and keep account of the amount each mcm- 
ln most cases, the beef-ring builds a

lR J. M.
I

Nowhere in the wide world i
1

prvferaMx twenty, men i
JOHN CAMPBELL. imay

pose by poster or otherwise, 
hers have been secured, some

I

Beef Cattle front Dairy Cows. jAnd over the sea do we find the sheep- 
raisers drop out, because of the serious difficul­
ties, unknown to us, they meet with, and also all 
those which trouble us, such as dogs and fencing, 
etc.? Not by any means. They do not so readily 
follow a bad example, falling in line with a cry 
of this or that, which, by being repeated over and 
over and printed here and there, has in a manner 
become fashionable, and the evil shadow, which 
has so little to harm or hinder us, becomes there­
by to the unthinking a terrible bugbear.

For many years back I Lave heard comparisons 
made as to t he cost and probable profits in fat­
tening lambs and cattle, the difference of a dollar 
per too pounds in cost of added weights being 
always in favor of lambs ; and leading markets 
the past ten years have paid an average price of 
not less than a dollar per hundred live weight 
more for lambs than good quality cattle 
Last week a letter from New York State men-

<person
secured to do this woik.Even in this day of advanced liver-stock knowl­

edge, we. are frequently met with the question as 
to the iiossibility of producing young stock for 
beef from cows of the distinctively dairy, breeds. 
In the dairy sections of the country, where the 
present scarcity of labor is most acutely felt, and 
I>eople are turning about for some line of produc­
tion involving less labor than dairying, some at­
tempt is being made to raise young stock for beef

i

l

ln»r receives.
slaughter-house convenient to the butcher, and allows 
him a fee of two dollars for each animal slaughtered. j

<
1
l

Each member of the ring agrees to furnish a two-year- 
old beast, to dress four hundred pounds,. and subject 
to inspection by two members of the ring appointed at

The

(
t

the annual meeting uf the ring for that purpose, 
animal is delivered to the butcher by the owner, and 
is killed and dressed in tin* early hours of the morning. 
The disposition of the hide, heart, liver, etc., are de­
tails that can be arranged between the ring and its 

A cut illustrating the method of cutting up 
tin* carcass was given in our .1 unwary 14th issue.

1
i

production, either the offspring of dairy cows and 
dairy or scrub bulls, or of dairy cows and beef 
bulls, which axe brought in for the purpose of
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producing young stock fit for beef, 
stitute lecturers in many parts of the country 
asked the question, " What breed would you 
recommend me to use, to cross with my herd oi 
dairy cows—Holstein, Ayrshire or Jersey—in order 
to produce a calf that can be profitably turned 
into beef ?"

butcher s
are ii

t
c

Age and Germination of Seeds. b
tions lambs selling in Buffalo at $6. • V, with best 
cattle two cents less, and such is not at all un-

University 
; with the I

of determining the vitality of seeds, those 
ni beans, |eas and carrots are good for two years; 
of lettuce, asparagus nnil radish, for three years ; |
i f cabbage and
melons and

IAccording to l’rof. Mumford, ofThat it is impossible to combine a 
distinctively dairy business, based on the use of 
dairy breeds, with the production of beef, 
to be a thing that has not yet dawned 
siderahle portion of our people.

noi Missouri, who has been 
objectcommon.

Having had some ex|>erience for many y ears in 
growing and feeding both kinds, and recently 
having l»een called on to talk along these lines, 1 
investigated carefully the results obtained by 
■others and myself, 
tions have been so far beyond the opinions held, 
that if correct, it would not seem right to keep 

If, on the other hand. my reckon-

t
on a con- 

As a conse­
quence. numbers of ill-led and ill-bred calves 
raised. to be sold as stockers at two or three

a
Aip for live years, and of beets, 

foi nom six to eight years.
time should

dare
s pu

(If course, seeds kef t for so long a 
not he exposed to undue extremes of heat, drouth

The outcome of my calcula­ it
years old, which are a source of loss to everyone 
that has anything to do with them.

The distinctive dairy type and the ilistinctiv 
beef ty pe 
combined.

Si
Itor dampness.

With w beat
should I iv to sow seed 
growth rather than to sow older seed. 
in tlie v itality 
age i< often considerable.

them hidden.
ing is astray, it is my wish that it should 
corrected.
clear ns possible, the cost of adding 300 pound- 
to the bullock, and a similar amount to the re­
quired number of lambs, in given times, are com­
pared, and the profits on each as well.

e nthe aim1 in i'll1y oats or corn
of the previous years

Hie loss .
of these grains after one year of 

The stage of ripening 
- 1 which i lie grain is harvested has also an im-

ate too far apart to be successfully 
The wedge-shaped, skin iy baby row. 

belonging to breeds that have been bred for many 
vines with the sole purpose of producing it*:1k.

in the nature of things, be the mother of 
pact, square, tlesliy animal which alone is 

1U o t 1 a - a producer of beef. No matter what so t 
of a
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In order to make the comparisons as 1'
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w

cannot
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ill

'a t I earing on the vitality of seeds. m\TTEN1NG A Ul LLOCK FOR SIX MONTHS. a\ be used, the offspring of such cows 
narrow back, light quarter and high 

* r*i characteristic of the dairy breeds.
’■ ff 1 * ' they appeal in a beef animal 

'".i well Mich calves wore fed they 
good beef animals, would 

ii.. e titan unprofitable culls 
"now. x ,■ r. where cheesemak- 

! : i ■ -mi.mi* . it is impossil le to 
and tic result is seen in the

si
•O pounds, cost 31c., live weight $35 O' 

- 1 Ttiips daily=180 l>u at 6c j>er bu. 10 SO
u month

kiiily 2nd and 3rd months.
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