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Correspondence

The Future of the lastitute

iditor Tue Farming WorLy

I have read ‘with interest your edi
torial on “The Future of the Institute
and as you ask for the views of farmers
and Institute workers as to what the
future of it should be, I feel like say-
ing that in my opinion it will be a long
time yet before the Institute will have
done ihe wo k which it was organived
to do. In cur ever advancing system
of agriculture there will alwavs be some
few leaders, and a great many who
will be content to follow after they
have become convinced that those lead-
ers and experuuenters have indeed a
better system and more profitable prac-
tice

I think there will always be work
for the Institute in teaching the rising
generation of farmers the newer and
more scientific practice of iculture
But only men, who & stodents first
and all the time, will be qualified for
this work, How little yet any of
us realize the possibilities of agriculture.
Our farming has been slowly evolving
through past ages from the most prim-
itive practice of primeval man to its
present status, but who will say that
we have meore than just begun to realize
its limitless possibilities,

The post graduate course which you
hint at for fafmers I think will be
studying along the line of cheaper pro

ction by adopting more and more
the intensive system of agriculture,
tudying the laws of selection and the

survival of the fittest in both plant and
animal life, studying to conserve and
add to the fertility of our farms, study-
ing have our soil in that condition
in which it will retain the test
amount of moisture so that dry seasons
will not be so disastrous to us, study-
ing naiure with a view to ining
il more of its secrets for our
studying the cowaposition of
wnd the capa.ities of our animals
using our different food stuffs so
we may feed stock to advantage
a pront
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of them have already been intelligent
discussed by the leaders in our Institute,

of the subjects
light

give us

but we have yet only touched them,
and new facts are coming to light every
day as a result of scientific research
along agricultural lines* which we can

have exolained to us better through the
Institute than any other way

I think the education and the most
important information often comes to
a meetine of farmers from the question-
ing that generally follows an Institute
address. The speaker then has a chance
to impress his strong points upon the
audience. Possibly if there was less of
the lecturing in our Institute meetings
and more of the question and answer
al, many would take part in the
s that would not do so other-

In reference to the library suggestion,
the local Institute could carry out that
idea with much profit to themselves,
The library should contain the latest
standard works on agriculture, and
should have for distribution all the bul-

letins and reports of the Government
Experimental Farms and Illustration
Stations. This would be a grand way
to get this Government agricultural

of the farmers,
who could study and cuss the results
very profitably at their local Institute
meetings. There should also be a good
selection of books other than agricul-
tural.

There will always be a place for the
lo al Institute where farmers can meet
and discuss their successes and failures
and learn from one anothér any new
le on short cats to success which
may have been found out by individuals.

1f farmers subscribed for and read
the excellent agricultura' papers pub-
lished in Canada, of which THE FARM-
1xG WoRLD is one of the hest and cheap-
est, there would not be sich great need
of carrying information to them through
the medium of the Institute speakers.
But, I am sorry to say, it is only in
a few farm homes yet that you find the
up-to-date agricultural papers Every
Institute member should take at least
one of the leading farm journals of
Canada.
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be made one of the strong planks that
candidates will be required to support.

We hope to hear more about agricul-
tural matters during the coming session
of the Legislature than in past years.

The New Westminster show turned
out to be a financial failure, whereas
the Victoria exhibition came out $700
to the good.

J. G. V. Fiewo Jounsow,
Vancouver, B.C.

A Barn Plan

Editor Tz Farmine Womto:

The accompanying sketch is the plan
of the barn that my father and 1 built
in 1903, ‘As 1 never saw any plan in
Tue Farmine Worep like it, it may
of use to someone who is going to build
a barn.

The barn is built on a side hill, and
hes a wall of stone on the west and
north sides and cight feet on the south

Editor Tue NG WorLD:
Many farmers believe in the “dual” ANU
purpose cow—an animal that will pro- Horse| M7EA
duce both beef and milk profitably. “We STABLE nsk
will not at present discuss the ad g (}L14
or disadvantages of keeping such an
animai; sufficient to say that such a cow
cow is desirable in the judgment of 2 STABLE
some cattle keepers, and that the au- o 28
thorities who conducted the dairy test » 133
at the St. Louis Exposition provided Y S ALLEY Ixax
a class for the entry of such cattle— L p ”
Cluss “C" There were thirty-five cows RooT cerr !
entered in this test—twenty-five Short- a5xq p
horns, five Holsteins and five Brown
Swiss. The fat in the milk produced R Py ez
was valued at thirty cents per pound,
solids not fat at three cents per pound, WEST
and gain in live weight at four cents .
per pound. The test showed a net pro-  side. This leaves the stables under
f feed, of 8round, as shown in the plan, One

fit, after deducting cost of
$44.81 per cow for the Holsteins, $41.93
for the Brown Swiss, and $20.22 for the
Shorthorns,

y Jerseys were entered in this test,
but by anplying the rules to the work of
the Jersey herd of twenty-five cows
entered in Classes and “B, fair
comparison may be made. The milk
of the Jersey herd contained 5810.60
Ibs. fat, which, at 30 cents per pound,
would be valued at $1743.20; and
11032.86 Ibs. solids, at three cents per
pound, $330.98 I'heir gain in live
weight was 1797 Ibs, which, at four
cents per pound, would be valued at
$7188. The total credit to the herd
would then be $2146.07. Deducting the
cost of the feed, ¥ 0, we have
$1423.67 net profit, or $56.94 net profit
per cow. Comparing this with the net
profits in the cases of the three herds
taking part in the test, we find that the

Jerseys prove the best “dual” purpose
cow, surpassing the Holsteins in net
profit by $12.13 per cow, the Brown

Swiss by $15.01 per cow, and the Short-
horns by $27.72 per cow

The Jersey is not a beef breed, but
if a man must have a breed of cattle
profitable for butter, for milk, and for
beef, what's the matter with the Jersey?
Dee. 1, 1904 R. M. Gow.
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British Columbia Notes
Editor Tre FArMING WortLn:

The ranch owners of British Colum-
bia have fcrmed an association to coun-
teract the intolerant influences of the
meat trust. We are going to have an-
other try to establish a frrmers’ weckly
market ‘n Vancouver. have been
pushing the matter with petitions to the
council and in the public press for sev-
eral years past, but have always been
thwarted by the malign influences of
the wholesale houses, However, I think
this municipal election will bring about
a favorable issue, as the question is to

can drive in from the west side over
the cellar and live stock, and dump the
roots into the cellar from the outside.
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If anyone wants any further ‘nforma-

tion let them ask it through Tre Faru-
NG WoRLD, as it is a good paper.
Sternex A, Weeks,

Prince Co,, PEL
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Drain the Wet Spots

Wet land should be drained, as it
may be the most fertile on the farm.
By the use of drain tile there will
be no unsightly open ditches, and the
field can be cultivated as easily as
any other. If the land is not very
wet the cost of drainage will be but
little, and such land will be just as
valuable for pasture as before, with
the added advantage of being adapted
to a greater variety of grasses than
formerly. It can then also come_un-
der the regular crop rotation. If a
plot has been too wet to use for ordi-
nary crops it will also be too wet
for rrnss some years, and when drain-
ed it will produce green food earlier
in the spring and later in the fall.




