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Tut EXomNoN of lightning.—The ben theory o( 
best because it satisfactorily explains the Correspondence.lightnin

<reat< numl>er of facts, is. that lightning is produced by 
ig of electricity from cloud to cloud, or from a 
the earth as a result of the difference in poten-

We do not hold ourselve- responsible for views expressed 
by correspondents.the pa

cloud t
tul oi ' electric charges in the two bodies being suf­
ficient fracture the air between them. The heat pru- 

ikca the air momentarily incandescent along the
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Not the least interesting of matter* np|M-niio*t in the minds 
of fire underwriter* in this city, is the proposed new adjust­
ment Imreait in which the lire companies will co-operate In­
wards the common end of reducing adjustment expenses. 
The stock of the new company has already l>een far over 
subscribed, showing the popularity of the movement. For 
manv years the companies have l>een overridden with an 
army of adjusters employed by themselves individually, a 
large number of whom would frequently gather to settle an 
jiisignilieant lo«e at a grea* leal of unueee.«*arv ox|KMi*e, as 
the work could have in-en done just as well by two nr three 
men.
problem ever had any hand in final settlements, 
go far towards reducing expenses in this particular feature 
of lire underwriting.

line nt f acture.
hjcct extending high in the air makes a weak 

|i..mt the resting medium, therefore steeples, smoke- 
-itavk' luglt buildings and trees arc most likely to be
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Tin « xv to rum lost gas.—Unfortunately, the only 
ray in which gas can be found la by exploding it. for »n 
filtering through the earth about the service pipe It loses 
Its odor. The striking of a match, the entrance of a 
flying spark or the taking of a lamp Into the cellar may 
Ignite it. Ninety-four such explosions occurred in Ohio 
during last year.

An eminent e? ,ert In gas leakage, James C. Baylfs, M.

Iin fact, very few of the army -inr<Hinding the loss
This will ,;i|
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A circular addn-ssed to all the cntn|»aiiies by lion. John 
F. Drvdeit, President of the Piudcntia! Insurance Company, 
and United Slates Senator from the State of New Jersey, 
urging the desirability of federal supervision of insurance, 
lias recently brought the matter definitely to the attention of 
individual companies. Not many have yet committed them­
selves, hut at 11 meeting of the National Brand recently held, 
the sentiment seemed to la* rather opposed to the under­
taking. It is not the theory of federal supervision which is 
objected to, hut the practical difficulties in the way an» 
found to he very great. It is feared tiiat the result might be 
merely to edd one more to the official nuisances which 'nave 
so long vexed insurance in this country.

'I he legislative investigation of life insurance is, of coinse, 
the most talked of of all insurance matters at the present 
time. The impressions gathered bv tie publie front the 
headlines iu the daily paper* are that some great sensation 
has 1k*cii evolved, or that some extensive fraud lias been 
f>erpetrated. No such thing lias la-on proven, however, and 
nothing hut lack of judgment in some po-s hie cases Ims 
lieen shown, as in the instance of the New York Life which 
has !>cen the particular company under lire. It is too early 
to judge of the probable outcome of this inxestigative move*

E. Ph. I). whose experience covers two continents, in 
speaking of the presence In houses of gas from defective 
mains, in ' Insurance Engineering." said: "That most dan- 

. haracteristlc of this filtered gas is that It hat 
odour None of the gases composing It carries

'
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little or 110
inv smell of lia own. It is a rattlesnake which has 
lost Its rattle; lia power and deposition to strike 
remain unabated, but It Is Incapabe of giving any want- 

ill buildings fronting on

:

in* of Ils presence or purpose, 
asphalted streets It Is rarely looked for In vain."

!
Tut 1 osT of lightning.—More barn firvs result Iront 

lightning than from any other two causes. The exhalation 
item bay lessens the resistance of the atmosphere tu 
electrn it;, and it is true. It*), that the emanation from 
tain-wet cattle has the same effect, 
lightning strokes front the clouds directly, and by way of

In
So, stock attracts

the barbed wire fence-
Insurance statistics show that 11!; per cent, of the 

!.rc lows iti the country and I per cent, in the cities is 
lightning. And they also show that claims for fire

lusse* arc rare in buildings perfectly rodded. Lightning 
xfId»mi causes losses in buildings having water pipe, or
metal roofs ami well grounded metal leaders.

Strokes of lightning arc as common in urban as in 
rural districts, they being in proportion 10 sky area.

Telephone managers state that no house has ever been 
•ired by lightning coming in over a telephone wire* 
Teleph -ties are protected by a ground wire which serves 
is a lightning rod. Grounding of wire fences would les- 
‘rn tlu- loss of cattle by lightning more than half.
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Tliie city (New York) learns with inten>t of ti e organiza­
tion of the Sovereign Fin- Assura nee Compaux now being 
promoted in Toronto. !ts proe|N-vtim ad veil Yemeni* aie 
attractive to the eye, lull they are lacking in that they do 
not give the result* of Canadian fin- immrnnce liiiFinet*.

It has lieen rumored that the l.iverp«M»l and l.omluii ami 
Globe Insurance Company might engage in liability hiiFinesF, 
but no decision has a* yet In-en arrived at.
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PERSONALS

Mi: I < i. Siikrman, manager of the Royal Bank of Canada. 
»t Havana, is in the city, conferring with the prendent and 
general manager.

Mr. Vi h« ^ J. Qvisf, who for the pa>t three yearn ha* lieen 
««Mutant l-N-al manager in Winnipeg for the Royal liiHiiiauci- 
(u., «H- m Montreal for a few daya this xxeek. 
in the Y-rth west ap|ieanito haxe inipivFHod him considerably 
litii the mormon* progrew being made, and tlie prospecta of 
a great i ititre being Ik-fore that country.

Mit XV11.mam Maikav, malinger for Canada of the Royal 
Insura Co., is at present enjoying a well earned holi lax.

Mk I imhi.km 11. Nkhlv, manager for Canada, of the Ocean 
Aceidei a Guarantee Corporation arrivetl in Montreal on the 
IwinM. |wr S S. Bavarian from England, where he had I wen 
tailing the head office.
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His sojourn I'rewidciit E. G. Snow, of the Home Insurance Company 
left recently for the Vacifiv Coast to return to thi- city about 
November 1. • • • •

Prraident Henry Evan*, of the Continental, i* ex|a-rt<-d 
home from Europe the latter part of thin week.• • • •

A recent visitor in New York wo»- William S. Warren, 
Resident Secretary in Chicago of tlie J.iwr|>o«.| and l.ondoii 
and Globe IiiFtiraiice Company.
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