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H HI STM AS it still celebrated In the 
good old style In Russia. Previous 
to Christmas Day. there are active 

«rations for the event In every
1 peasants slaughter their best 
fattest pigs, then light bonfires 

an<J roast the meat to be eaten told on 
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. On 
the day before Christmas a strict fast Is 
observed, not so much from reasons of 
piety, as from a desire to be In a fit con­
dition to gourmandise to an Unlimited ex­
tent on the morrow.

Celebrated at Midnight
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Men and boys entered by a huge door In 
the middle of the south wall, and occu­
pied the body of the church; women and 
girls entered by another south door, and 
stationed themselves In the western divi­
sion of the Immense building, which Is 
screened from the other divisions by 
wooden lattice-work. All stood erect,
motionless, In the cold, comfortless, and 
very dimly-lighted and too airy building.

“ A few had umbrellas, but waterproofs 
were unknown, and consequently many of 
them must hav
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The first star which makes Its appear­
ance on Christmas Eve is believed to be 
the Identical one which guided the Wise 
Men of the East to Bethlehem, and who-
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of their homes, at that hour of 
that kind of weather, fasting, to attend 
Christmas service amid such dismal, com­
fortless surroundings."—8el.
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She looked at him a moment doubt­
fully, and something she saw in the 
pleading, dark eyes brought a sudden 
color to her proud, young face.

With an unsteady little laugh, she held 
out her hand.

"I fear I must lay aside my scruples, 
and accept Jimmy's gift, and—your kind­
ness."

" Thank you. I am glad."
With a sudden, boyish laugh. Stanton 

seized the parrel, tore off the covering, 
and, as Jimmy’s small feet came pattering 
down the stairs, he thrust the muff Into 
the girl’s outstretched hands.

An Arctic Christmas
At each house the 
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peditions which wintered In the Arctic 
legions a few years ago managed to 
enjoy the Christmas festival, though It 
was spent In so desolate a spot and In 
the depth of the long Polar night- The 
Christmas dinner consisted of "flske- 
gretln (a baked dish of flkh, flour, eggs.

Is popularly 
ulsltlon of 
bus pelted with oats. The Christmas 

festivities are continued for several 
days, aa long. In fact, as the resources 
of the peasants last, and then they re­
turn to their usual aerf-llke existence 
to save up their money for next 
Christmas.
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