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engaged for the purpose were already 
in waiting to convey uu away from the 
smells into the cool mysteries of the 
mountains rising before ue a little ds*
tance off.

and gurgle of the little mouatain 
streams; the perfect panorama of 
woodsy beauty all about ue, lit up by 
the morning sun from a blue aky fre­
quently decked with fleecy clouds; and 
the wealth of cream roses breathing 
sweet welcome from the porch of 
own new homo!

When the tun was sufficiently low, 
placing our bundles of bedding and 
wraps, our water-bottles and lunch
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hills, not the least is the 
nge in diet provided by 
in the way of home, as 

well as Indian, fruits and vegetables. 
On the surrounding ridge of the valley, 
and beyond, in the cooler, sweeter at­
mosphere, lived the Europeans in pretty 
bungalows among trees and flowers, 
many of the latter being such 
at home.

Beyond, the hillsides and valleys 
covered with tea and coffee estates 
with their picturesque surroundings.

High up, toward the crest of a hill 
to the left stood the large Roman 
Catholic church, while farther to the 
right, hidden ffom view by trees, was 
the Anglican church in the midst, of a 
beautifully terraced and well-kept

Comparatively recent appearances of 
panthers in the vicinity of Coonoor bave 
been reported and a picnic party has 
been known t*> encounter one of these 
fearsome prowlers.

With the exception * of an occasional 
halt for fresh oxen, the donning of a 
warm garment dr addition of an extra 
cover, the night passed peacefully for 

party, and at 7 o ’clock on Saturday 
morning we came to a full stop before 
the large house which was to be our 
home for the next few weeks.

Oh, the unforgettable fragrance of 
that cool mountain air—a compound of 
blue gum (eucalyptus), geranium, helio­
trope, mignonette and what not—the 
happy twitter of the birds; the gleam
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