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cd to be a rehg.ous people. Amidst " abounding iniquity "
hroughout the land, there are still many thousands " whoLhe Lord and serve him." There are still the most abundanand satisfactory evidences, that the Lord God sits enthroned
am.dst tl,e reverential feelings of the Scottish heart,-andbmds m the unity of holy beauty the intellectual grandeur,
the moral excellence and the religious fervour of the nation!The Lord rcgneth." " He is clothed with majesty," and
the people rejoice, and are glad thereof.

It is not, n.y brethren, to inflate your minds with vainpr de, hat we have called you to survey the towcrs-the
bulwarks and the palaces of your Fatherland. It is to fillyour mmds with the nobler ambition, to reflect in your per-sonal conduct and character, the virtues that consiitute the
true glory ot your native country. The object we have hadm view ,n leading you to survey her intellectual,moral, and
|.p.ntual defences, is, that "you may tell it to p^sterity,"!-
that you may transmit the fame of men so illustrious-of
actions so distinguished-of national institutions so ad-nnrable to succeeding generations-and in your own persons
presen such a picture of true glory, as will fire their' piritswnh the noble ambition of giving a practical exhibition onational greatness.

This duty divides itself into two great branches, both ofwhich demand your consideration. First, that you may tell
to posterity by what means these noble structures have been

lerTed
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The primary and by far the most influential of the meansemployed in raising the spiritual defences ofour Fatherland,-was the Bible, and the system of domestic and public in-
struction, iounded on free access to the word of God or in
other words, the " Church in the House," and the "

Chu'rch in
the Land

;
or that admirably devised, and faithfully executed

agency-usually denominated the « Parochial Syst'em." com-pnsmg, St, the legal recognition of the Sabbath, not only as a
Divine, but as a national institution, and essentially connect-


