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THE HOSPITAL

In the courtyard of the hospital, with its

chestnut trees in blossom, and its decorations

of flags, were assembled all the wounded who

were able to be about, some seated, others

lying in reclining-chairs. The ladies in charge

of the hospital and all the nurses in their

fresh white uniforms were laughing and talk-

ing. I was talking to a comrade and feeling

not a little embarrassed.

Finally the General arrived, together with

several staff officers. The doctor presented the

hospital staff to him and then he presented me.

By way of a right arm, I had a big bundle

of plaster and bandages which prevented me

from being properly clad in my regimentals.

The General unfolded a large paper and read

in the midst of complete silence: —
-Second Lieutenant R. N., the Army cites

you in the Order of the Day for the following

reasons :

—

"Lieutenant N., under a very deadly fire,

led forward his section to the charge upon the

German positions. With great gallantry, he

pushed on with his men to a point in ad-

vance of the third German line, where he was

wounded."
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