
LUMBER

IN respecl to the important question oJ the >upply of himber in

1 connection with the mining industry, the interior of british

Columbia is especiiiily t'ortunale.

In the district of Ko.nenay the cuttinj; and manufHctHre of
lumber is an industry second in value and inip.>rJance only to
that of mining.

Throu}fhout the district exist immense forests oontaininjj fir,

white and yellow pine, hemlock, larch, spruce and cedar, all of
which are manufactured by the local mills. The supply can
hardly be calculated, and at the present rate of consumption is

practically inexhaustible. The numerous lakes and the many
lar^e rivers, with the smaller streams falling into them, found
throughout the whole district, afford j;reat facilities for the hand-
lin>r of timber, and furnish in many cases at the same time
immense resources of water p*,wer to be utilized for millit.^; and
for the production of power.

There are in the district more than 50 mills, all of the most
modern desijjn and equipment. In igo; the cut amounted lo
331,000.000 feet, a fijrure rtpresentin^.^ only 30 per cent, of the
capacif;. of the mills; and «hile in 1908 the nnancial depression
reduced the output, the present indicatit)ns are that bv the end
of this year the fi-ures uill be very satisfactory

; while igio is

expected to set a new hi),^h water mark in .he lumberin^r busi-
ness. Almost the total output s,roes to the prairie provinces.

Lookinjr t" the practically unlimited supply of timber, and
the present capacity of the mills en^aKed in the manufacture of
lumber, and allowins; for the increasing dem.-.nd of the markets
in .-Vfberta. Saskatchewan and Manitoba, it does not appear
probable that in the near future any industry in which lumber is

required can suffer from a failure of supply. The demand for
lumber of all Western Canada for mat.y years to come can be
supplied by the mills of Kootenay.
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