
-itiiiiN.I iiiainlv at Atlu'ii^ ..i- Al«'xan(li-i;i. In all tlies4>

schools, however, aritliinetic. as we know il tmlav. was of
eoiieeiii only .;, it helped in fieometrv. tri<>oi letrv. a-tro-
noiiiy. ete.

It is of iiiteror to note that the first I».M)i< on the snl.-

ject of ai-ithinetie was |»rol>al>ly that of N'ieoniaehiis. !(io A.I).

This reiuaine<l the standard for l.()(K» years.

From (Jreeee. niatlieinaties -pread eastward i.. tlie AraKs
iuid westward to the Tlomans. Tlie Arahs are also indel.ted

ill a limited dejiree to the Hindus. While little is knowni
<'f the Hindu mathematies. ir is likely fhey i)orrowed from
the (Jrecks throiiiili commeree, frdlowiiiy- the latter's oecupa-
lioii of .Mexaiidria and Kiryi>t. The [liixliis ami the Chinese
have always niaiiirain«'d a very ancient exist<'nce and a credit
for a corres|)ondin,j>ly ancient knowledge of all science^.
I'hese pretensions are iM'.iriniMnfi to 1m" doid»ted. In the <'ase

<d' the Ilindius tiiere seems to have l»een little science prior
lo the |M'riod of the Aryan invasion. Carefnl investii-atioiis
like\vi-<' disconnt many of the |>retensions of the Thinese.

However, the Hindus elal>oraled systems of conipntarions
lar in advance of any i»revion^ nations. They were familiar
with the Knie of Three, simple and coinponnd interest.
Jilliiraflon, jiipe or fonntain (piestioii>. series, sipiare and cidie
root. They were rhe first K. rcco-iiii/c nei-ative and irrational
imndiers. Xciiative mimlK'rs were conceived of as delits or
!iai>iliti( s. in contra<listiiictinn to a--cis. repre-enied hv |>^.^i-

fiyc niindcrs. They also empl..y,^| the idea of direction.
l)ire<-lion to the left mi-ilit lie n presented hv n iie,uative
niimltcr if direction to the riylii \\<.i-e rcproeiiied l.v a poi-
livc nnmiier. D.itli ihc-e ideas are iis,-d l,y rcj,ch('r- to.Iay
in e\|ilaiiatioii of neiintivc mimhers in clcnieiirarv ali;i'l>ra.

Al-elira wa- the real Held of the Hindu,.
The Araldc dehi to the iliiidii- ams,. tin i:li a Hindu

cholar. whowa-. called to iJaiidad nlM.nt 77:! A.D. it i-

luulialile that the Iliiidii niimeraU came at the same time.

';'" i' i- I" ll"' (ii-eik^ that the .ual;- are mo>tly indehied.
Snch works as rhoM' of Knclid were tran-lated into Arahic
il alidiit the lime when tlie Hindu intlueiice wa- heiii-; felt.

1 he first Aral, arithmetician made his appeaianc<' alx.iif
*"'!•» A.D.. Imt lie wa> more interested in astroiiomv than

>-??^^^^ I'^^siPf:.


