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EACALIBUR WT1RH1W
With Allan Sparrow on municipal reform

Allan Sparrow, currently city alderman in their wife and kids and dogs are In a number ' ,

people to control their own neighbourhoods them or put enough pressure on them and

mmssat
philosophy through his efforts in the with their family. Once they get down here 
Movement for Municipal Reform. Alderman they get involved in the wheeling and dealing 
Sparrow was interviewed at City Hall. of this giant game of monopoly that’s gotog

on down here. At least in the city you have to
By JAMES BRENNAN Ses™^campaign and can get elected on :

EXCALIBUR: How would you charac­
terize the different political factions within EXCALIBUR: Given these mnHiHnn, I || tf v
metro council at present? h..dldU.eR.foJ3cSr™l,S;d,'1,,,!' — | If •

SPARROW: On metro council the situation SPARROW: One of the thinos that a I
is even more grun than it is on city council, number of us have been concerned about for MW. K
There are only three or four solid reformers years is the fact that, up until very recently •fX. 
out of the thirty-odd members of metro you can get elected without being ac- 
council, basically Heap, Goldrick, Sewell countable to anybody. I guess that John
tTcaUv 27ton4 2?tnV4teihnfw cîlar.act®ris- SeweU isthe classic example of someone who * *
LttürnV M f3 4’ that,klnd of voting worked very hard organizing Ward 7, trying
pattern. So Metro s in really bad shape, to reflect the values of the people he worked
Tvfmmlr °nt°r t^,oth®1'Pe0Ple like Joyce With to organize the ward. That was perhaps 
Trimmer , who will tend to vote in a more the first major organizing effort that had 
progressive way occasionally but it’s ex- taken place at a municipal level way back in 
tremely rare. Most of them are intimidated 1968 and 1969.
mJÏ? nmd 0f,p0îver broking that goes on in At Present Ward 6 is the most organized 
™£\Coimcil where most of the deals are ward. Both (Dan) Heap and I are committed 
made behind the scenes, and people just turn to working in that kind of milieu. We’re part 
up to vote. Sewell, Heap and those people are of an evolving process, trying to get a wav
quite a nuisance because they don’t operate from the personality politics of it For ex- D I .. . .

ÇÆiS2arJSiïïa&“d PSxaSSSS Borou9h politicians are elected 
«Con an appeal based on personality
people in Scarborough that he was pro-public which outlives the politician '

S tSnrSSr™0:? and how many ivory teeth they have
if you vote for ours we’U vote for yQiu-s. 5° more truncated time frame. In Ward 9 a OHO HOW QOOQ lOOkinH \À/Ï-fo
they came along to Council to line up their community process has been initiated IVVMMy mGIT WITe
hands, e ven though the reform people in though again rather late, but the result is that
thaMh hH0U^ analysist0indicate they have a team of candidates who are HHci k nrtrl rlnnc
that the debt-load for the extensions and the running with perhaps more broadly based '“** *-* MQS QilQ QOQS

HStS 31-6 ^r^^y goblg to backing than anyone has had in that ward ^
thflt fhp fflirtV6ry TTCfare nextyear’and before. It’s still not adequate but it’s on its SPARROW: They can’t run them thev
Innllïf facilities are going to be grossly way. do such a terrible job on a national scalp i .necessary- Jbe 45 foot by-law was simply a

ITs toS m?16 mdef/™te f“ture. In the boroughs very little has happened at don’t know whey they’d want to bother ft the h?d "*5? a more rational plan as
b, monumental public works men- all. A few good candidates have been at- municipal level ‘ io Dottier at the being worked out. Of course a more rational

sehftïït pr;rr d ,“SS r srSH-r*"---""-.saïtœ ssF■ ~
.tXS.11' ”5? b*TCT“* ^ f0ml)*nal*o,t °l those interests at toeloctd eight or nine months h, 2y kLdo"^ve ?
ployees to 6,500 to°o™ SS Ï.LX“SÏSïï3l S^ÏÏSutenSSti^tS ne^î^d to TT** «■« "«

Æe(s&ïïSiyNr?œ one- ’
acceptmg the expansion programmes that just because it’s such a wide-open deal Of EXCALIBUR: Do you regard Metro Council the Premises in it. But, he never
thebureaucrats put forward to them. course they’re going to have a much harder as an effective area in which to push for tff_[yitdld descn.be himself as a reformer. I

Of course Paul Godfrey’s constituency is time, after the fact so to speak establishing progressive social objectives? ink u was the incredible contrast between
the bureaucracy, that’s where he gets his the base to which they might be accountable6 Groutenberg and O’Donohue who were sell-
power. If you want the bureaucracy to work The one possible exception is in North York v : WeU’ unlike Chicago or New ing off big chunks of the city as fast as they
you have to go through Godfrey. For where Katie Hayhurst has been working Y°rk, the boroughs, the city and most ®ould t(? the highest bidder, and Crombie 
someone who is an appointed chairman, very hard to establish this kind of Dhilosonhv municlPabties in Ontario work on a weak P8 a Junior alderman who at least had brains 
whose principal role should be to chair in the borough. A number of good candidates Sy™ David Gambie is one nLiff, ^ *£*y were UP to, and
meetings and make sure things are done in have come forward and a cluster of gooH member out of 23. If you had 12 reformers, distinguished himself from the. The contrast 
an open and even-handed manner, he’s an people have emerged. 8 y°u couJd control city council, and the ripple b®™6611 those two clowns and Crombie was
abysmal failure. He’s taken advantage of his A significant thing that hannened in lut» effect would be fantastic throughout the 80 Pronounced that Crombie decided to make 
situation by lining up the bureaucrats, and 1975, early 1976 was that people irTthe Reform The city- eve« in its present im- a run for "layor-,It was an opportunistic
with that power, doling out the goodies. So movement, looking back on the oreceeding state. has done more to challenge the ™ove’ aad 1 don 1 mean that critically,
the politicians have to get in his good graces six or seven years, realized that it was a Province and push the province towards because he realized how atrocious those two 
and the good graces of the bureaucrats to get completely unsatisfactory way of conducting îî?0re Progressive legislation perhaps more ™7.na^ere- H5^ook a gamble that people 
anything done back in the boroughs. There’s municipal politics, that it had had no corf any other body. cpuld distinguish him from them, and he was
always this perverse dance to go through tinuity. The dilemma was: do we form a If were 12 of us, I don’t know whether "fj4- ,
with Godfrey and the bureaucrats. party or do we try and form a movement The ^ d tolerate d actually — they’d probably , 1 Toronto, people aren t sophisticated in

When you get down to Metro social ser reasonable thinking was that the Canadian amend the Municipal Act to strip power ^f™8 of understanding the political process 
vices budget, we can’t even get enough P°Utical scene is littered with probably too 3W8y from,us-! 0f c°urse even though the ® yoav® got a ^eak "^y01" system; 
money out of them to take care^f skid row many parties, and that atthemunicipalïevd ^J^8 we have afe somewhat limited, the Jnromb‘e a"d figured we’ve got a
and the drunks who are freezing to death Pe°Ple aren’t really interested in party ^ P°wer we have is in respect to the e . "°.w, Crombie made it very clear
because that isn’t of any interest to borough politics; they’re interested in issues and in a “ning bylaws; Through the zoning bylaws fa , y °n ^b® was.f!®J Prepared to repeal
politicians because there aren’t bums dying broad based community approach to solving C3*” largely dlctate the pattern of con- d lt W3f eft up to the Sewells
in North York or Scarborough or East York Problems. So it was a very clear choice to centratlon °f commercial and institutional and other citizens to race into
and so on. form a movement, certainly a political regions m the central core. If you can freeze bouses on the Dundas-Sherbourne block to

Part of the problem is that most of the movement to try and get accountable !Î °UÎ you can chan8e the whole pattern of PQ^®nt th®.m frobl being destroyed. And 
borough politicians are elected withm.t government at the municipal level. development, probably in the province. In t ter P^bie went and negotiated the deal
having to appeal to the electoral on tkliÏÏL? fheo^y you can do that anyway. If you’re to make the thing work. He wasn’t in the front
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(Continued on page 13)


