
September 18.1175 Excallhor 11Excalibur interview

-™^°nZld sees lean years ahead for York
his second year as president of this univer
sity, has been a leading spokesman in the 
Toronto media on economic and university 
affairs. Excalibur interviewed Mr. Macdonald 
in his ninth floor offices, Monday.
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Q: York University has since its inception ^ 

been looked upon as in the shadows of the ^ ^ if 
u. of T. How long do you think it will be 
before York comes of age?
A: The U. of T. is now close to 100 years old 
and York is but 16 years old. I think the 
progress York has made in that time is un
precedented in the world.

I also don’t think the two universities are 
similar in character and operations. The 
size of U. of T. and the weight of the 
professional faculties, engineering and 
medicine, and its college system make it 
conceptually different from York.
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Q: How would you rate York in the _ 
munity of universities around the world?
A: You have to be honest about this, and it 
would be surprising if York after 16 years 
had the depth and the bredth of the leading 
universities of the world. Within Canadian 
universities, York is pretty well near the
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Q: People will be voting for a provincial 
government on the day this interview is 
published. How would you rate the three 
major parties on their post-secondary 
educational policies?
A: I ve gone through the last few weeks 
carrying a silver dollar which I’ve offered ° 
to the first person who could point to me any °- 
candidate of any of the parties who has I 
made any public reference to universities ® 
This is a reflection that we are not very far <E 
up the ladder of public priorities.
I’ve never really felt that the election will 

have any significant affect on universities.
Q: What should government policy be’ 
Should governments be striving for mass 
education or quality education for an elite?
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‘an Macdonald succeeded John Yolton to the position of 

president of York University on July 1, 1974. Before his ar-
Ontorio06 °f th® Y°rk, P0St’ Macdonald held various positions in the 
Ontario government, including chief
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this very reason. Q:. Much has been written lately about the going to continue to be greater than the hav^ hL fvC?tty salanes last year would

I don’t think as a matter of public policy .of..u?ersitieil in general, and the revenue that is likely to come frSn the cSïreït 'acc*ptabie- but in our
we have a clear idea of the appropriate onsts m the humanities in particular. Since government. e rrom the situation of inflation it is
goais and objectives of universities tcKlay 3 torge bumanities department, . By balancing the budget last year we are n
Should we continue to be concerned with you,.comment on the causes of this “ ■ much better position than other univer- Q: 1,1 March’ Excabbur published a story
mass education, or are the universities loss °f confidence m the humanities among Sltles. on a report by the Council of Ontario
gomg to revert to a narrower more Professionals and the public. Q: The report also states that York JJmveraJies which advocated increased
weemSn ac!dermc responsibility? Are A: B’s always been easier for a person to find il necessary to eliminate somlsenïïï tiomïnH S ^ v’ de,creased course °P* 

PUVm°re of our resources into f8*® practical route and become a most other North American univeSties feei‘Howof
training? educatl0n or into professional iawyer, or a doctor, or an engineer. This is consider ‘normal’. What are these ser- suStitifte occ.urred at York-you

a kbel 30(1 it’s a clearly defined function vices? ^her service costs in place of
«IH thUÜÜ 111686 are decisions that univer- Similarly, it’s always been riskier to go A- Well I horw» œ j ,,, 11 h*68-
sities and governments have to discuss bet- “»*» philosophy, English, or the classics in finançai 10,do that- u A: That report was an investigation of the
Tdnn^1V6S “î C<H)perate «• relation to bread and butter terms. The iü? S SerT^e from A ft" proposition - what could Smities do 5
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ttie economy of the future. we re producing university graduates who IS?31 '“* provided by ^ outside com- resident fees haw gone up five to m ïî
Q: What is your stand on tuition fees? a^n\trfined to do anything in particular Jor. example, should we have a cent and, of course, food generally has eml
A: I think everything must be done to en- f"dJholbav«n°job opportunities ahead of ^re are public up. ooa generally has gone

equality of education! them, when they graduate. T^ b eJ However, we did not accept a recom-
Tliat is not merely an ecommticthing. You Zn.1Yoi*’s submission to the Ontario seîrices^oSd^M^ri r >whetber 016 {"“dation to increase the fares of our local 
^n have completely free education anï £™cü on University Affaire, it was stated «Œv^^Sal^Jf ^ f°r bu8semce- *
stiU notbe assured of equal educational op- ÎJatf.York 8 a^er to the low BIU ratio set n k aprofit Q: During the summer months vou h»™
portumties. hy the government of Ontario was to in- Other universities have budgetted made several speeches on tho •
anY61{16an have bad teaching, or people in ^6a8e “f01™6"1- What is the academic ex- d6fiS{^ because they believe that in toe end crisis in the couiïx^and in^o* speech X 
an environment where there is no in- pense 01 ^ P°hcy? toe Ontario government will bail them out. advocated wages and price controls Whv
M^ü^tinîf0^0™311011*which act °”e of.the questions York must answer 18 ^ not 80 do you feel these restraints are necessary’
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On the other hand, there’s nothing that about next year? proximately 80 per cent of the’uni vend tvs ill thuik Ü6 have to ““ke an ultimate
says that any individual has to go into the A* Unlike w nt n*u- . budget is spent on «lawM rs» mûi j66^.00 soon on that point. Until we
established fields. The interesting thing still ldt of other universities, York the beginn^that^m^Sooort îlSJÜ e™ «y is that we hope to retain

resang mng to- still came, a 11.6 millton «ceomnlatoe tocaltohZ^TtolS. n^Mi» M»d «JJ , l,^e

Treasurer and Deputy Minister of Economics 
tergovemmental Affairs. He views 
Canada as bleak and the 
ficult.
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