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A News feature

The student factor: A new fuse in Soviet politics?

By Vyacheslav Kostikov

looks as

though the stu-
dent factor, until
recently barely
noticeable in
Soviet domestic

policy, may be-
come an explosive and unpredict-
able element in the development
of crisis situations in the USSR.

On November 1, the Russian
Federation formally embarked
onamarket economy, thus chal-
lenging the slower pace of the
centre. On the same day a group
of students was allowed into
the Kremlin to meet with
Mikhail Gorbachev. Seen
against the background of the
transition toamarket economy,
which raises social tensions over
the expected price growth and an
upsurge of unemployment, the
entry of Soviet students into big
time politics looks very signifi-
cant.

It was students who provided
the explosive material that blew
up totalitarian regimes in East Eu-
ropean countries. Everyone re-
members the events in China in
Tienanmen Square when brutal
repression of a student demon-
stration signalled a sharp reverse
in that county’s leadership in
domestic policy. Far away in his-

tory one can recall student unrest
in France in 1968, which then
swept over the whole of Western
Europe.

The meeting between the So-
viet president and student repre-
sentatives is an indicatory that
authorities see the significance of
that factor. At the same time, one
must concede that, like in many
other spheres of politics, the centre

—
The speed with which the
Ukrainian parliament met
student's demands is evidence
that authorities are aware of
the possible consequences of a
long confrontation with them.

has been a bit slow in this matter,
t00. And the recent conversation
of Gorbachev with students is like
a hasty action to catch up with
events which are already getting
out of control.

The point is that a group of 50
students staged a hunger strike
outside the Kremlin on November
1. Andalthoughthe official TASS
News Agency hastened(to deny
any connection between the presi-
dent’smeeting with som ents
and that “unauthorized hunger
strike”, the link between these two
occurrences is apparent. It may be

recalled that recent student dem-
onstrations in Kiev, the first to
show the scale of possible student
political weight, led to the res-
ignation of the Ukrainian pre-
mier. The speed with which the
Ukrainian parliament met stu-
dents’ demands is evidence that
authorities are aware of the pos-
sible consequences of along con-
frontation with them. The cur-
rent hunger strike of a group
of Moscow students has been

a direct outcome of the events
in Kiev.

In this connection the politi-
cal “sterility” of Gorbachev's
meeting with the students is sur-
prising. Mainly everyday and
social matters were raised at it.
It is beyond question that stu-
dents are one of the most neglected
and least protected groups of the
population. Nonetheless, to con-
fine the discussion to hostels, can-
teens, stipends, and job placement
at a time when hunger-striking
students near the Kremlin walls
advance clearly political slogans
and demands (in particular, that
the government resign, that Com-
munist party property be national-
ized, and that universities and the
army be depoliticized) appears to
me to be adangerous “caution”, A
clear attempt to simplify student
demands politically may only

worsen the situation.

Student leaders believe that
constructive dialogue between
students and the president is nec-
essary and possible, but only if it

A clear attempt to sim-
plify student demands
politically may only
worsen the situation

covers the entire range of accumu-
lated issues, including political
ones. The last meeting, unfortu-
nately, showed that there was

paraded their ability to get hun-
dreds‘ of thousands of people into

- the streets are also coming to see

the danger of uncontrolled anger.
Today, everyone — hard-lin-

ers, centrists and radicals — .

understands the pemiciousness
of big strikes or any other forms
of social explosion. But against
the backdrop of early signs of
consolidation and calming of
political passions, there still
runs the danger of spontaneous
political outbursts as a result of
general destabilization and an ex-
tremely sensitive situation.
In such a situation students may

no place for big politics in that  E—————————

dialogue as yet. That let slip a
good chance of pre-emptive
frankness.

The impression is gathered
thatthe country’s leadership has
already felt the cracking of the
fuse and found it necessary to
“react” to it, but does not seem
to have assessed fully the men-
acing experience of student politi-
cization in East European coun-
tries.

There has been agrowingaware-
ness in the country of the need to
refrainfrom extreme protests, large
demonstations and strikes. Some
of the left-wing radical leaders
who but six months ago willingly

There has been a growing
awareness in the country of
the need to refrain from
extreme protests. large
demonstrations and strikes

play the fateful role of a fuse. The
students hunger strike staged in
Moscow, seen in this light, might
have hard-to-predict consequences
in spite of the pacifying meeting
with the president.

Vyacheslav Kostikov is a Novosti
political analyst.

ATTENTION STUDENTS
"APPLY NOW

for Provincially Funded

SUMMER JOBS

If you are a university, community college or senior high school student you should register now with
the New Brunswick Department of Labour for provincially funded summer jobs.

Visit any Department of Labour office, Canada Employment Centre or your student council and ask for an

Application for Summer Employment Form

The earlier you apply the better your chancesl!

{

Hon. Mike McKee
Minister of Labour

STUDENT VENTURE CAPITAL

Interest-free loans of up to $3,000. are available to students who wish to start

their own summer business. Ask for a
STUDENT VENTURE CAPITAL APPLICATION

at the above locations or at your local industrial commission.
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