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ANY y'ears ago It was all rIght COME to think of it, a carload of blackI I for Old King Colo te zuake aand mniles at a great 'er cost than itf

Merry,. but-tife time bas coime out of the eart, isardc us way f
wben we miust stop. llddllng

about wltb the fuel situation. A few Soedyw sh to shvlngcqbe
tbousand of us are down to the bare further need to make thousands of ,tur fi

boards e! empty . lins,- wblat the -Cam- men in order toi keep warm-. Till we gret

mîssiners, controîlers, et ai, are sing. with the sun 's heat than digging up coa
lng lullabies In concert te a tune wbicb need to make use of all we can get'that i

bas conservation as the major motif. name of that near-'by comiibustible is Peat,
But ail the fiddling in the world. wlll nt
alter the fact that, as faras the central B y R E X C R 0-
provinces of Canada are.cencerned, we B y R E X C R O A
May no longer depend upon, Peunsylvania te keep Nature bas laid by for us suff icient f

our haime fires buruIng. As te conservation, It Is a present needs'for over 150 years, wh

mlighty fine pri nciple if applied lu time, but witb the happi 1er condition than faces even the

mercury cuddling dowu ilnte the bottom of the bulb with ail Its ceai mines-that is, if the

aud ne coalla sight, either for conservýation or con- te bituminous and anthracite.

sumptien, it amounts»te just s0 mucb chatter-and Then why have we net tapped thi

the, coal-les iàçuàeholds sbiver just the same. comfort? Simply because ceai was

We hiave 'been ,getting about Egeventeen and a baif peat but a vague memory of a few who

millions o! tons of coal a year from across tbe Ilne- Russia, Italy and a few other Euroî

and uislng every 'pound o! .1t. Noô preparation bas where peat is ln general use and c<

been made te shiel' d us againist a"shortage. -The get. Peat,'as it is lu the bog, isn't 0

hardships of l1st wlnter a 'nt tbis show, plilly euough as a fuel factor. Iu its natural stat

th4t itis a day-ioeday proposition; and a bey's size sssociated with about nine times its w

snow-storm le sufflelýnt ta pra-ve our abject depend- aud the wet stuif must be removed b

ence upon clear»,tràc'ksbetween the International bustible material bas mucb of a therm

hr-uuidary and the he'm4-tewu yards for the'daliy dole came te us in hopper-bottomeli cars

of fuel. Go eut amongst tbe poor whe keepi body and, se long as the supply seemed

sud seul together by~ hauliug a bag, o! coke 'or a by tbe demaud, It iwas tee bandy, tijat

bucket of coal from the yards each day fer from five ,A. few desultery attepipts were rna

te six mentbs of eacb year and you'11 learu some- peat fuel iudustry, and one, plant actui

tblug o! a.*desperate situation. Cern-
placent burgbers with a cellar full ni.
anithracite and the thermostat set at 72
niay smlle In blissful Ignorance,' but
when s !ew million men, living on the
safe aide o! the international bouudaryý
and buudreds o! iniles nearer the source
o! supplies, are forced eut e! werk be-
cause ceai supplies are dwiudling, It la,
higb time the complacent crowd Jolned
the cbilly throngs and set about te find
a remedy.

flow can we do It? 'Simply by signiu)g
a declaration of Indepeudence! There
la ne actual reasan for our utter reliance
Iu the product e! the Peunsylvanla coal
areas for fuel. lu Ontario alone, on
landal that bave bean owned by the Pro-
vincia Goverumenit for so long tliey
1' a-re forgotten about themn, there are
bilons of tons of fuel lylua neglected.
ht isn't a question o! sa.wing wood, but
of digging, drylng and delivening peat.
'Peat is the factor which the fuel cern-
inissioniers have se far scorned. Peat

sbould solve the problem. Let Peat doA
it. Ontario bas been blessed wltb au
abundance o! it and so bave Quebec.
New Brunswick and Manitoba. As a

-fuiel, peat la superlor to, ceai lu some
-respects andi quite as- gondi lu ail the
essentials. Que ton e! peat gives as miuch heat as

about two-tblrds of a ton o! the best Ëard ceai-sud

peat burus wlthout cinders or cllnkers andi leaves
'very little ash. It makes less soot than bard ceai, la

cleaner lu every way, andi la leas liable to detenlorate.
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down lu Prescett county. Ma"hlne peat was made
there anti shippeti to Ottawa a-id Wùntreal,__where
it soiti at $3.25 per ton. ýThe ltousehtlters wThI flsed

it found i t an excellent fuel fer coolê stoves aàdff~ires ,
and tbey asked for more. But thie war camne along
andi fer soine reaBon or other, the baby industry
languisheti andi finally Iay down on the job. The

trouble seemeti to be~ that the natural peat cannot
b.e dilet ont economically by artificlal heat or

machine pressure, and the natural methoti o! spreaii.
ing the stuif out to' dry was so simple the scientiflc

bIlantes overlooked it, B~ut, as Dr. Flbgerie Haanel
pointd ont te the. Commission of Conservation, at
Ottawa, a few weeks aga, the %iun andi wind, if lot
in eon the job, wilI miake machine peat withont bost-
ing up the pay-ieoll of the plant eue pe-iny.

The. proceas useti lu EDurope la, so -far, the~ entl

practical one te be applied here. The. pea i. !seç>ed

a thou- Up out of! the bog, mashed Up inta l

te ýstones Musli to mil the fuel elements properlY

ret eat. and then spread out lu a layer abOu
'ha s .ix !iches deep, to dry. 1lu about thr<,

have no days it is niearly . ready. At that tlim'

ito cave- it is simply cut transverse >ly and lofi1

rin >ction tudinally iute blocks about tbe gize 0

we shalh an ordinary brick., It Is then an el

it. The cellent fuel and will stand a i arg,
amount of. handllug witheut anyv las
and reslsts, te.. a large extent, the rE

L absorp -tion of moisture. It lai extrernel
easy to ignite-a littie paper,,orl a fey

,shavings.,will,,start up a peat fire in 'an ordfla'

-cook-stove ln a couple o! minutes, and It need-fl0

be kept burniug. <continuously, as is the general cas,

with coal, since a uew lire, can be easily ,sta-rtel

xvben required.
The casefor peat bas not uiearly, been completit

when its fuel values have been exposed.. Scientist

bave been tumbling over each other, latelY

announce the fact tbat peat bas a remarkably big'i

content of nitregen in a formn readily made availabl

as fertîlizer-at a time wben nitrates have beel

pushed up te a fabulous price at tbat. As'Dr. HaaflE

told the amazed members of the Conservation Col'

mission the most accessible of the peat bogs c

Ontario alone would supply, as a by-product, a fe'

million tons. of ammonium sulpbate. In Italy the

deveiop, large areas of peat for no other purpO3

.ban te recever the valuable nitrogen content-an

we, withl a falling wheat yield' aud a fuel fanaila

glafiJng at.us te> boot, let tbe stuff lay fallew te fatl1

acropof bernies wblcb uobedy botilel
abQut harvestlng.

D RlAANEL. in his most ecle

Ottawa, projected a faecinatiiig vis!(]
of ýt-he-industrîal possibilities wblÇ

ha-ýe -been left stuck in'the, mud of Il

tbousands cf square miles.e! peat bog
fwltcb overlay-..parts of our.provinCA

He gave detilis of the simple but Ce

tain piroc". ses whlch sbould be applid
't 'transfoxrm this .. wonçlerfnil herita

into actual wea4th. .. If the ýgoen ,
Inters -the information. with tbe uK
obsequies lu. a bliie-backedL brocli, -

7and forgets, as uisuial, It stands ind(t
Sagain of ýcolossal ludiffereuice ai'&,"
wbat, in these .tines, is siothin s119

o! a crlIiial protdigality.
Perhapa the H-on.' George 109

Ferguson wiIl stir himself~ and ',11
tbat.Ontarie at least .Is awake. .Aý

P~rovinces. Th'e Province bas at

hýlds' anl a . ost illimitable fuel supPI
Then in the name of, Peat, and of tt
people, let the Province ef Ontario-

and all the provInce5 whicb. bave peiLt
get busy on the preblem Of explolUIJl

thls ?_(1mmonplaCe, near at-baud fuel that nature gaie
us wben she denied the ceaI. If tbe United StStU

p1utý, its' threatened embargo on ail expert coal ne

LiqL fre "war industries," we shaîl bave a vé)e

1ml,(ýt reason. fer talkiug in tbe naine of Peat-

N E RLY twelve years the house hail been ta 18
Sand the bouse agent was In despair. It we

the old, old tale of it:s beiug hauinted, and t8flA'1
simPlY wouldn't look ait it.

Ai last the agent bit upon a bnilliaut Idea.
equipped every rooma wltb elaberate gas-iittings, ne

ouly te make themn look smart, but te frlgbten W
the. gbosts.

A week elapsed, arýd a rumer reacbed hili b

someone hadt been after the bouse. Hle hurried
te the house<keeper of tbe mansion.

"This 18 splendid!" hie gasped br-<athlesgly tat
latter: "I hear that sompo'be bas taken the hÛO

s«' ure I den't knew, siý," replled the carese

"'Someone's taken the gas-fit«ings and perhapd i
Cûeo-iback for the bous.! "-Nlal andi Empire.
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