
CANAJ)IAN COURIER

by swanips, imounitains, and savages to whicb, so far
as hie knew, only one white man had ever penetrated.

Ah! that priestess! Somehow hie shivered a
littie when hie thought of hier; it was as thouigh
hier influence were over birn alrcady. Next mioment
hie forgot hier for a while, for they had corne to the
river briuk and the litter was being carried on io
a barge or ferry about which xvere gathercd mnany
armed men. Evidently the Gold House was weIl
defended both by Nature and othcrxvise. The ferry
was pulled or rowed across the river, hie could not
see whicb, and they passed through a gateway into
the town and Up a broad street where hundreds of
people watched his advent.

Preseutly they werc through the town and a
wooden gate in an inner wall which surrounded the
park wherc the cedars grew. At this spot Alan
noted that everybody left them cxcept the bearers
and a few men whom bie took to be priests. On
they stole like ghosts beneath the mighty trees from
whose limbs liuug long festoons of inoss. Jr was
very dark there. only in places where a bough was
broken the moonlight lay in gules upon the groun<l.
Another wall and another gate, and suddenly the
litter was set dowu. Its curtains opened, torches
flashed, women appeared clad in whbite robes, veilcd
and mysterious, who bowed hefore bim, then haîf
led and biaif lifted him frorn bis litter. He could
feel their eyes on him through their veils, but hie
could flot see their faces. He could sec nothing ex-
cept their naked, copper-coloured arrns and long, thiin
liauds stretched out to assist him.

Alan descended frornt the litter as slowly as hie
could,- for somchow hie shrank from the quaint, carv-
cd portal which hie saw before hlm. He did flot wishi
to pass it; its aspect filled hîm xvith reluctance. Thc
women drew him on, their hauds pulled at his armis.
their shoulders pressed hlm fromt behind. StilI hie
hung back, looking about hirn. till to bis deligbt lie
saw the other lî:tter arrive, and out of it ernerzc
Jeeki, stili weariug bis sun helinet with its fringe of
tattered mosquito curtain.

"Here wc arc, Major," hie said in bis cheerful
voice, "turned up all right like bad ba'penny, but lu
odd situation."

"Very odd," cchoed Alan. "Couild you persuade
these ladies to let go of me?"

"Don't know," answered Jeeki, " 'Spect thcy your
wives; 'spect you have lots of wives here; don*t get
white man every day so make most of hlm. Best
tbing you do, kick out and teacb them place. Rub
nose in dirt at once to make theni good-tbat first-
class plan witb female. I no like interfere in such
delicate matter."

Terrîfied by this information Alan put out his
strcngth and shook the womnen off hlm, whecon.
without seerning to take any offence, tbey drew back
te, a littIe distance and began to bow, like autornata.
Then Jeeki a 'ddressed them in their own language,
asking them what they meant by defiliug this mightv
lord, born of the Heavens, with the touch of their
hands. wbereat they went ou howiug more humbly
than before. Next hie threw asîde the cuishions of the
litter and finding the tin box contaiuing Little Bousa,
beld it before hlm lu both bauds and bade the women
lead on.

The march began, a bewildering march. It was
like a nigbtmare. Veiled womeu wvîtb torches bie-
fore and behind, Jeeki stalking abead carrying the
battered tin box, long passages liued with gold, a
vision of black water edged with a wide promenadâe
and finally a large lamp-lit room wbereof the roof
was supported by gilded columus, and in the room
couches of cushions, wooden stools inlaid with
ivory, vessels of water, great basius made of soi-ne
black, bard wood, and in the centre a block of stone
that looked like an altar.

Jeeki set down the tin box upon the altar-like
stone, then hie turned to the crowd of women and
said, "B ring food." Instantiy tbey departed, closing
the door of the room behind them.

"Now for a wash," said Alan, "unlace this cou-
founded mask, Jeeki."

"Mustn't, Major, mustn't, Priests tell me that if
those girls see you witbout rnask, perbaps they kill
themn. Wait tîll tbey gone after supper, then take it
off. No one'allowed to see you witbout mask excent
Asika, berseif."

Alan stepped to one of the wooden bowls full of
water which stood under a lamp, and gazed at bis
owni reflection. The rnask was gilded; the sham
lips were painted.red and round, the eye-holes were
black fines.

"Why, it is horrible," bie exclaimed, starting back.
"I look like a devil crossed with Guy Fawkes. Do
You niean to tell me that I have got to live in this
thing ?I

"Afraid so Major, upon al public occasion. At
Ieast »±ey say that. You holy, not lawful see your
sacre<l face."

Alan sat down on a stool and groaned at the ap-
palling prospect suggested bv this information.

"Cheer up, MNajor,' said Jccki svmipatlhcticaill\
-Perhaps mauiagc hook it somiehow, and mneanxxhile
inake best of bad business aud hav e high old tiii.
'ion sec von wx nt to cornc X\siki l;(nd, thoughi 1 tell
vou it muin place, and," hie addcd xvit cecrtitnde and
a circular swcecp of bis baud, "By Jingo !you hiere
nuow, anI I daresay the\, givic y ou all the gold vout

va n t."
''XV'hat's, the uise of gold uuiless one eau get axxav

xvith it? What's the good of auytlhîug if we arc
l)risoners among these dcx lls ?"

"Perhaps timne show, Maj or. Hiosh! here cornes
ditiuer. You sit ou stool and look boly,."

The dloor openedý and througli it appeared fouir
of the womeni lcaring dishies, and cups fuîll oif dlrink,
fasbioned of gold like that which biad l)een given to
Alan lu the liter. lie îîoticed at once iliat tlicy liad
rcm-oved their x'eils an(l oenter garnieuls, if indecd
tbey xverc the saine woiieîî, and uoxv, like niaux'
other Africaus. were but lightlx' clad lu linien capes
open ln frout that hung over thleir shoulders, short
l)etticoats or skirts about their mnidilles, and saixials.
Sncb was their attire, which scanty as it rnighit lic
sias yet becorng cnough and extrcuîely rich.

Advancing to Alan, two of theruî kneit before
hlm, holding ont the trays iupon which xvas' tbe
food. So they reniaitued wlilelc e utc, like bronize
statutes, nor w'onld tlîcy consent to change their
posture even wheu hie told theni lu their own Ian-
guage to be lileascil t go away. On hearing tiieni-
selves addressed lu thc Asiki tougue, tliey seemed a
littIe, surprised, for their faccs changed a little, but
go they would not. The resuilt was thai Alan grcwv
extremely uervous ami ate and drank so rapi(lly that
lie scarcely uuted what hie w-as pntting into, lis
niuth. Thuen before Jeeki, to whoin tlîe woincn did
not kncel, had haîf finisbed bis dinner, Alan rose
and walked away, wbecon two of the wornen gath-
ered up everything, iuclnding the dishes that had
been givcn teo Jeeki, and lu spite of his reinonstr-
ances carrîed them ont of the rooni.

"I say Major," said Jeeki, "if yon gobble chop s0
fast you go ÎII inside. Poor uigger like me cau't
keep np with you, and sleep ungry to-iuigbt."

"I arn sorry, Jeeki," said Alan witb a little laugb,
"but I cau'î eat off living tables, especially when
they stare at ouue like that. Yorî tell then to-îîîorrow
we wilh breakfast ahone."

"Oh ! yes, 1 will tell tbemn, Major, but I dou't
know if thcy listen. They inean it great compli-
mient and ouly think yout not like those girls and
send others."

Neyer lias a drty clerk drcssed up for a fancy
hall lu the armour of a Normian kuight been more
glad to get rid of bis costnrne than xvas Alan of that
hateful head-dress. At lcugtb it was gone witb bis
other garmnueus and the much-needed wash acconu-
îiished, after which hie clothed hiniscîf lu a kind of
linen gowu whicb apparently had becu providcd for
hlm. and lay dowu ou one of the couches, placiug bis
revolver by bis side.

"WiII tbose larnps humn aIl night, leeki?" he
asked.

"Hope so, Major, as we baven't got no mnatch.
Not fond of dark lu Gold flouse," answered Jeeki
sleepihy. Then bie began to suore.

Alan slept soundly until the rnorning, when bie
awoke to, find the Iigbt of the sun ponring into the
room tbrough the high-set latticed window-places.

CHAPTER XIII.

THE ASIKA.

Alan rose and stretched bimself and hearing hlm
Jeeki, who bad a dog's faculîy of instantly awaking
fromt what seemed to bie the deepest sleep sat up also.

"You rest well, Major? No dream, eh ?" hie
asked curiously.

"Not very," answered Alan, "and I had a dreami
of a woman wbo stood over me and vanisbed awav,
as dreams do."

"'Ah!1" said Jeeki. "B ut where you find Ibat uew
ring on finger, Major?"

Alan slared at bis hand aud started, for there, set
on it, above that of Barbama's was the litIle circlet
formed of twisted suakes which hie had seen in bis
sleep.

Then il must have been true," hie said lu a low
and rather frighlened voice. "But how did she
corne and go ?"

"Funny place, Gold House. 1 tell you that yes-
terday, Major. People corne up lhrougb bole, like
rats. Neyer quite sure you alone lu Gold House."I

Scarcely had Alan finisbed bis toilet, and donned
the Arab-looking linen robe over bis own fragmen-
tary fiannels, and above Il the bateful mask which
Jeeki iusisted hie must wear, wben tbere carne a
knockiug on the door, Motioning to Alan 10 take bis

seat upon the stool, Jeeki undid the bars, and as bie-
fore, women appeared with f ood, and waited wbiîe
they are, which ibis tune, lîaviug overcorne his uer-
vouness, Alan did mnore than lcisuirely. Their meal
donc, one of thc wonicu asked Jeeki, for, to bis
mnaster they did not sein to duare to speak, wbethcr
rlîc wh ite lord did inot xvishi to walk in the gardon.
\Vithout xvaitiiig for au anusxx c, she led hlm to tue
end of tlîc large room, and tnbarriug aitother door,
iliat îiîey lîad not noticcd, revealcd a passage, beyond
wxhiclî appcarcd trees and flowers. 'lheul she and bier
couipaluiols xveut axvay xxithi the fragments of the
inal.

"Coici ou,* said Alant, taking up the box contain-
iîîg Little Biisa, wiiich hce did flot dare 10 leave
belîind, 'înid lit us get loto tlie air."

Wiiei rbcy retnuciid to thc room, whicb hiad been
sxxept and garuislîed in their absence, no sooner
bial rlîey crîtered it tlîan thc door opened and tbrongb
it camne long hunes of Asiki priests, cacb of whom
sraggcrcd heneath thc weiglît of a bide bag that hce
bore uponi bis siiouider, which bags they piled up
about tlie 'stone altar. Then, as thougb at some sig-
nal, cacb priest opeiled tbe îîîonth of bis bag, and
M\an saw that tlicy xvere filled witb gold, gold in
(hist, gold in uuggeîs, gold lu vessels perfect or
broken; more gold ilian Alan liad ever seen before.

"Whî1y do they- bring aIl tiîs ',îuff bere ?" hie asked
anI Jeeki lrnsaedls question.

"It is ani offcýriug to tue lord of Little Bonsa,"
ansxxered the hcad l)riest, bowing, "a gift fromt the
Xsika. 'l'lie hecaven-horn xxhite mian sent a word by
lus ()gnla messeugers thai hie desired gold. Here us
thec gold that lie desircd.'

Alan starcd at tlie treastire xvhiclî, aftcr aIl, was
xx at lic hîad conte to, sck.* If only hie had it safe iii
England, bie would lie a rich man and lus troubles
endcd. But how cotild hie get it to, Eugland ? Ilere
il was worlhlcss as mud.

"I thank the Asika," hie said. "I ask for porters
to bear bier gift back to rny oxvn contry, since ît is
too beavy for nie aind rny servant to carry alone."

At these words the priests siniled a hilîle, then
said ibat the Asika desired to sec the white lord and
te, receive fromt hinu Little Bonsa lu returu for the
gohd, and that hie could proffer bis request 10 bier.

"C.ooel," rcplied Alan, "lead mie 10 the Asika."
Theni they started, Alan bcaring the box coulain-

iug Little Bons,î, aîîd Jeekî following after him.
They went down passages and through sundry doors
tihI at length they, came to a long and uarrow hall
that seerned to lue lined with plates of gohd. At the
end of this hall wxas a large chair of black wood and
ivory placed tipon a (lais, antI sitting in this chair,
with the ligbt pouring on bier from sonue opening
above, was the w'oiati of AIan's dreani, beautiful to
look ou lu lier croxxn and glittering garments. Upon
a stool at tbc foot of the dais, sat a man, a bandsomc
and rnielauchohy inan, is bair was ticd bebiud bis
biead ini a pigtail amîd gilded; bis face was painted
mcd, whlite and yelhow; hie wore mopes of hright-
colconred stoues abouît bis ueck. niiddle, arms and
ankles, and beld a kind of sceptre lu bis baud.

"Who is that creature ?' asked Alan over bis
shotîlder 10 Jceki; "the Court fool ?"

"That husband of Asika, Major. Hie not foot,
very big gun, but look a 11111e low uow because bis
lime soon tup. Couic on, Major. Asika beckon us.
Get ou stomach and crawl; Ibat custom bere," hie
addcd, going down ou 10 bis bauds and knees, as did
ail the priests who followed theni.

"l'Il sec bier banged first," answered Alan lun
Euglisb.

Then, accompauîed hy the creepiug Jeeki and the
train of prostrate priesîs, hie înarched rip the long
hall 10 the edge of the dais and there slood still and
bowed lu tbc wornan lu the chair.

" Greeting, White Man," she said lu a low voice
when she had studied hlm for a 11111e while. "Do
you undcrstand my tougie ?"

"A 11111e," bie answered lu Asiki, "mnoreover, my
servant bere knows il weil and can translate,"

"I amn glad," she said. "Tell me then, in your
country do not people go on 10 their knee before
their qucen, and if nol, how do tbey greet ber ?"

"No," answered Alan, witb tbe help of Jeeki.
"Tbey greet bier by raising tbeir hcad-dress, or kiss-
ing ber band."

"Ah !" she said. "Well, you have no bead-dress,
s0 kiss my baud," and she stretched il out lowards
hlm, at the saine limne prodding the man whom
Jeeki had said was bier husband, lu the back witb bier
foot, appareuîly 10 make hlm gel oui of the way.

Not knowing wbat else 10 do, Alan stepped on
te, the dais, the man scowliug at hlm as bie passed.
Then hie halted and said:

"How can I kiss yoiir baud througb Ibis mask,
Asika ?"

(Continued on p.age 2,r)


