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Virden, Man.

By G. E. C. Clough.

Virden -is about -fifty miles west' of
Brandon. . It 1s there - yet: .come to see
it. ’

You-wnll‘be told it is a pret‘ty little
town; it ‘is more than that. Comfort-
able, sheltered, picturesque, it is a home
town, a plaee to live in.

Most prairie towns -are aiike: busi-
ness: blocks, ‘stables, shacks; and a long
line of telephone poles  to the horizon.
You see it all-at a glance, and spend the
rest of the day on the porch of the frame
hotel.

Virden is different. Its finest avenues
running through virgin woodland, and
its streets northeast and southwest so
that all trails enter the town at an
angle, one sees nowhere the familiar far
sweep of prairie, but everywhere the
neat roads are cut across by a back-

Eighth Avenue, Virden, Man.

ground of banks and trees. The effect
is a well-rounded completeness, and this
is further emphasized by a little creek
that half encircles the town and is
crossed .by numerous bridges. A gentle
rise and fall of the ground helps to make
each tree-lined street and avenue a pic-
ture. The business section has many
fine < stores and handsome buildings.
Three banks and a newspaper office are
signs of prosperity.. One nouices the
many automobiles, used for business and
pleasure.

Railways—C.P.R. main-- line and
Pheasant Hills branch; C.N.R. connects
with main line nine miles south. Good
shipping facilities, and first-class ac-
commodation for- travellers at three big
hotels.

unurches—to suit every shade of be- /4

lief. But come and see the “little ol
school” alongside the “old school,” now
an immigration hall (Virden received

Nelson St., Virden, Man.

over ,a -thousand immigrants last year,
fcr distribution; then' look at the splen-
did “new ‘school,” built to accommodate
400 children. Walk half a mile anid you
can see a $25,000 Collegiate in course of
construction. Not bad for a quiet little
town. Another big new building is the
$15,000. hospital, an invaluable institu-
tion'and an evidence of progressive com-
munity. A

Virdenites are proud of their grar--
lithic sidewalks, and ‘their park. On the
former they spent $5,000 this summer,
and they have t.em now right to the
outskirtsand on all the prettiest streets.
Within five minutes’ walk of the busi-

Keeping his eye on Virden.

ness centre, the Park is a sylvan re-
treat, where the gardener’s skill is chief-
ly needed to keep nature within bounds
by clearing undergrowtn and making
pathways, flower beds, and open spaces
for the children to romp and swing in.
Here the tennis club has four fine courts
and a club house.

Across the track from the park is
the exhibition ground, with a half-mile
race track where the pacers make fast
time. Here are the football and base-
ball grounds and here the cricketers
wield the willow on the summer even-
ings. Further out are the traps where
the gun club enthusiasts blaze away at
their clay birds. Lovers of .the rifle
shoot at all distances up to 1,000 yards
over one of the finest ranges in the west.

In winter the skating rink is the chief
attraction. Ice for the curling club is
under the same roof. Twice & week the
Virden Silver Band adds to the plea.sure
of the winter sport. Mentioning the
band reminds one of the other uniformed

corps—the drs.goons who ™ w pnh distine-
tion at this year’s camp, and ‘the smart
little cadets with their big hats and
bright red sashes.

Jmt about the land? Some near
towzx is r ther light, but {he farmers
neéed big barns The crops ripen early,
and crop failure is almost unknown.
The rural municipality is “dry.” The
farmers believe in good roads and muni-
cipal ’phones, You can call up 650 sub-
scribers without extra charge—perhaps
the biggest free rural ’phone service in
the west. The annual summer fair
shows the great interest taken in every
branch of rural industry, not excepting
the arts that make for comfort, refine-
ment and luxury in the home,.

But you must come to Virden and be-
come acquainted. You will find the peo-
ple kindly, hospitable and enjoying a
full measure of social life. Friendly re-
lationships are promoted by many. fra-

ternal societies, and chureh, societiés: in- |

numerable: -Place and “people” are all
right and the town is going:ahead.

Beaver Dam, near Virden, Maun.
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would like ‘to get fullest
stating age, to

SEVERAL NEW FEATURES

will be included in all policies issued after the begmmng of
1911 by The Great-West Life Assurance Company.

Not the least of these is the Total Disability clause —
making a provision for the insured in the event of his
becoming totally incapacitated. - Premiums remain just as
"low as ever and we anticipate that the same high profit
returns will mature to policy holders in future as have
earned for The Great-West Life their enviable reputation. .

If you are interested in this new specml addmon and

possible information wnte _new,

The Great-West Life Assurance Company

Head OMQc -

- W:NNIPEG

The Manitoba
Fat Stock Show, Seed Fair
and Manitoba Poultry Show

Brandon March I1th to |7th

Bigger and Better than ever, - ;
Single fare railway rates. Write for Prin Lht

J. D. McGregor

President

Andrew:

A Song.

There is ever a song somewhere, my
dear;
There is ever something sings alway;
There’s the song of the lark when the
skieg are clear,
And the song of the thrush when skies
are grey.
The sunshine showers across. the grain,
And the bluebird trills in the orchard
tree;
And in and out, when the eaves drip
rain,
The swallows are twittering cease-
lessly.
There is ever a song somewhere, my
dear,
Be the skies above or dark or fair,
There is ever a song that our hearts
»may hear,
There 'is ever a song somewhere, my
dear—
‘There is ever a song somewhare}, «

dear,
In the mldmght black, or the mid
day blue
The robin pipes when the sun is ‘here,
And the ericket chirps the  whole
night through.
The buds may- blow. and the fruit ‘may
grow,
And the autumn leaves drop erisp
and sere;
But-whethér thé npiﬁm“ the ra‘in, w'the
SNOW,
There is ever a song somewhere, my
dear. —James Whitcomb Riley.

B

Dr Grenfell:—Even the most obscure
of us can rest satisfied if he is doing his
best.

- I

W. J. Bryan:—The mass of the*world’s |
work is done by average people with
average powers.

that is zumtaed like s
new machine, and ' costs
less than half as much ?

Yes !

Then send a postal for our
Price List and Terms on
—Visible and 'all models—

SMITH PREMIERS, mlu?-‘
"TONS, UNDERWOODS
and other standn.rd ‘makes.

Priced from $17.50

We have the machine you
want at the price you
—— want to pay. ——

National Iypewmet (30‘

255 Notre Dame

Do not try to grow plants
here that are not aecelim-
atized. You will eoruinly
lose your money if you do.
We grow & ull line of
frum. trees, szhrul and
lants suited to hn ing in
K’(amtobl. 8 wan,
Alberta and bo ering

regions.  Write at once Ior
our free catalog. Tt will be ready in January and
will be mailed to you as soon as printed. Buchanan
| Nursery Co., Winnipeg, 8t. Chatles P.O., Maa.




