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Agricultural Education

By Geo. Batho, Editor Agricultural
What? Why? Who?

HESE are standard interro-
gations % almost any field,
and perhaps they may very
appropriately serve to lead
us along towards a dis-
cussion of agricultural education—a sub-
ject, by the way, that was never more
important than just now.

What?

A great deal has been written on this
question, but, after all, what is agricul-
tural education? Is it simply a course
at a school? Is it something that may
be obtained only at a special institu-
tion?

Agricultural education is a great deal
broader than that; and, of course, be it
said to their credit, every agricultural
college worthy of the name tries to im-
press this fact upon its students. No
kind of knowledge can ever all be
gathered and put into books; and, even
if it could, the reading of the books
could never be confined to the students
of the colleges where special courses on
these subjects are given.

It is really hard to frame a definition
that is quite big enough to tell just all
that agricultural education really is. The
best I could write would be something
like this: Agricultural education is that
knowledge and that development of
spirit that help a farmer to understand
the natural laws that operate about
him; that enable him to realize satis-
faction and delight in a rural environ-
ment; and that relate his life as a
farmer to other lives in the most helpful
way.

Such a definition may seem to be ab-
stract and vague; it provides a very
large landscape, and its boundaries are
almost lost in the remote distance. In
the truest sense, however, an education
might be compared even to a physical
landscape. It is composed——or rather it
grows out of—a great breadth of vary-
ing experiences; but.it is always more
than any single one of them. Here in
the middle of the landscape is a field
that we will call personal observation.
In the realm of agricultural education it
is a very important spot; but it is not
the whole landscape. Over there is a
plot that we may speak of as practical
skill in doing farm work. That also is
a fine field, and many a “greenhorn” at
farming finds that it seems to be fenced
with about ten strands of sharp barb
wire, so hard is it for him to place him-
self in the realm where he can do things
with ease and skill; but, important as it
is, it is not the whole landscape. Yonder,
again, is another beautiful and produc-
tive field with an agricultural college in
the midst of it, and it seems to occupy
the most commanding swell in all the
country that the eye can swoep;“ but
still it is not the whole landscape. Here
is another field, and in it there is a
library of agricultural reading, open and
practically free to all those who roam
in. 1t is an important field; but it,
again, fills only part of the landscape.
One might go on and point out several
more fields, each of which in turn would
seem, upon examination, to be very im-
portant; but there is no need to do so
because T think the point I had in mind
has been made clear, namely, that our
thought of education—whether agricul-
tural or otherwise—ought to be broad
enough to include all those experiences
that come into a person’s life with light
and leading, and that makes for a fuller
understanding and an easier harmony
with one’s environment.

Why?

\Why should anyone wish an agricul-
tural education rather than some other
kind of training” In such a land as
\Western Canada it seems almost need-
irss to write an answer. Our one con-

@ -picuous natural asset is our great

heritage of fertile soil, only a small pro-
sortion of which is as vet being em-
ploved in any way comparable with its
naximum use.
Offhand T ecan think of two special
cusons furnished by the war.  They
v these:

First- The war will eripple and in-

Pub}ications, Manitoba Government.

How? When? Where?

capacitate for active farm life many 4
man who, before he went away, was a
tiller of the soil. Here is a young man
—1 could tell you his name. Before the
war he was a Saskatchewan home-
steader. Today, with a permanently
stiff knee, rendering it impossible for
him to stoop or move about freely, he
is learning a sedentary trade. Though
the war is far from over, the name of
such is already legion. The forced with-
drawal from agriculture of every such
young man means a vacancy and a need
that must be filled by someone else who
might not, under pre-war conditions,
have taken to farming as a calling. This
is one reason why an agricultural. edu-
cation is valuable.

Second—The second reason I think of,
growing out of the war, is this: More
and more it becomes plain that this is
a war of exhaustion. It is a long and
bitter process of national attrition.
When the war ends, the world’s cupboard
will be about as bare as the famous lar-
der of Old Mother Hubbard. Think of
the long, long list of deaths among the
soldiers on all the “fronts,” and then
think of the fact that in Kurope, be-
cause of the war, more civilians, within
the past four years, have died of star-
vation than the number of soldiers who
have expired. It is true that there are
surplus stocks of food in Australia and
some of the other distant lands, but we
have the authority of members of the
Food Control Board for the statement
that the proclamation of peace will al-
most surely increase, rather than di-
minish, the demand for food. I believe
that to be strictly true. If peace were
declared tomorrow, the whole of Europe
would call to the outside world for food,
and, éven though the submarines were
all swept from the seas, the depletion of
the world’s shipping would still continue
to demand the shortest possible trips
for the ships, with the increased demand
for cargoes from such near at hand
countries as Canada. Every scrap of
knowledge that will help to increase
Canadian food production will be of value
not only so long as the war lasts, but
also in a Special way for years after-
ward. It is one of the functions of agri-
cultural education to spread such knowl-
edge.

But, quite apart from monetary or
even humanitarian considerations, there
are still other strong reasons for every-
one learning all he can about farming.

Let us think of the matter of personal
resourcefulness. That is a very import-
ant question; and I venture the state-
ment that the well prepared farmer has,
on the average, a greater semse of se-
curity for the years to come than almost
any other class of citizen. We stumble
against this fact almost every day. The
doctor may poison his patient, and lose
part of his practice; the dimmed sight
of the artist makes him forsake his pen
and brush; the voice of the preacher may
fail him and force him to desert the pul-
pit; a new railroad may kill the town
where the merchant owns his store.
These things are happening every day,
and very many men are finding that
they must commence in mid-life to build
their success on a foundation that they
have never tried. Some of them turn to
farming. During the past two years I
have been surprised at the demand for
agricultural bulletins that comes from
city addresses— from people who, in soh®
cases at least, wonder if they are going
to be driven out of their present callings,
and who think of farming as an occu-
pation more stable than their own. An
intimate knowledge of farming—an
agricultural education—gives a comfort-
able and abiding sense of resourcefulness
to its poswssiun.

So true is this that sometimes I feel
that in a country such as Canada there
should almost be a compulsory measure to
force all voung people for their own future
protection, to perform a certain amount
of farm work, and thus acquire at least
a rudimentary knowledge of farm meth-
ods. Even civilization will never carry
us bevond the basie fact that farming
must be done by somebody every year

for the support of every person who does @=——=
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ORROCKSES

are

Cotton Spinners
and Manufacturers

I with an experience and reputation
g of over a century and a quarter.
i As they have always maintained
E the reputation of producing

The Very Best

you may rely on all goods which
bear their name on the selvedge.

For information as to the nearest store where procurable, apply o
agent, John E. Ritchie, 591 St. Catherine Strest West, Monireal

~ NO MATTER-

If you own one or more dogs, for pleasure or for profit, you
need this Book to save you money and worry

THIS BOOK. —The first of its kind published, tells you in plain, concise language, the history
of ‘the Collie, his usefulness to his master to serve. gundnd"breedn. Markings and different
COlors.

CARE OF It covers fully and describing in detail the different foods for a p\uz and
THE DOG rown dog. What to feed and how to reed to prevent sickness. Iter.

hat to do when puppy gets sick. The greatest enemy to kennel owners.
To combat worms with simple remedy. How to administer medicine to puppies and grown
dogs in dry or liquid forms. Different varieties of worms. ome remedy, ete. -~

PREVENTION This book tells you why dogs ‘{ot sick and so many thousands of pets
OF DISEASES die yearly through lack of sufficient knowledge of ﬁmnlogy‘ It tells

. the dog's habits. It tells how to feed and how much and what. Giving
exercises and how. In all, if the simple heeds are followed out you will have no sick dog or

pet.

THE DISEASES are described briefly and so plain that anyone who can read and has common
ga_rdt}n sense can almost recognize them. It tells what caused the disease, and how to prevent
it in future.

THE REMEDIES are simple and easily put up, or a copy of it handed to any druggist who
will put them up for you. These recipes are worth a fortune to dog owners. Think what
mo‘n(;y sou can save by making your own remedies for your dogs or pets or for your neighbors
or friends.

IT DESCRIBES fully and clearly in detail: Distemper, Dysentery ﬂow
THE DISEASES Catarrh, Fits, Apoplectic Fits, Distemper Pits, Con .

. Mange, Rabies, Poisoning, etc. These are the diseases dogs are most
subject to and where the other minor ailments spring off from.

TRAINING is covered so thoroughly that when the instructions are carried out as given in
this book, you can teach the Collie all the dog sense you know. It tells you the first step or
foundation to training. It tell‘:’gou in plain language bhow to learn d)gnr dog the commands
and obey them when you say **Whoa,” or “'Stop,” to ‘‘go around,” to drive atock, to ride horse-
back, to watch at the gate and not let the stock pass without your command, to (‘:m you
from thieves and burglars, to stay in rig while you shop in town, to go up and down stairs,
climb a ladder, to sit up, to lead a horse or hold the halter strap for you, ete., ete.

HOME REMEDIES A special article is devoted to describing home remedies found in
almost any kitchen. These remedies are worth the price of the book alone.

GUARANTEE —Anyone who, on receipt of this book, is not perfectly satisfied with the hase
and returns same in good condition within three days from receipt of same to me, I return
purchase price on receipt of book together with postage paid. ou risk nothing, so =,
send your order today.
Price, only. . .. . . . R . 1.00

Address Gustav Detberner, Box 138 H, Watrous, Sask.

UBLICITY is the power that will keep
your business humming. An
advertisement in The Western Home Monthly will prove
this to your satisfaction.




