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Planting -Snowbreaks on Railways
J'hat Canadian and American Experience Has ShQwn Thus Far

-Cuttinig Down Cost of the "lSnow Crop."

The followîngy article fromn "The
orth Woods" will interest readers
the Journal. The difficulties of
hsnow crop" have been faced

ually by our Canadian railroads
d the planting of trees as a per-
ment solution for sflow troubles
s been. recognized for somne years.
le Iiiiercolonial Railway perform-

somne windbreak work but, ac-
rding to present information, did

m naintain the plantations. The
nadian Paciflc on their western
es have planted windbreaks ex-
isively, and similar work on the
;tern 1lines will be commenced this
i1ng. It is understood also that

Canadian Northern have been
estigating the matter. Th e
*Ctice on Canadian Pacific wes-

h hues has been to use willow
ibroad-leaved species which

'e the advantage of speedy
'Iwth. It may be~ that spruce or
er conifers wiîl be found useful
the purpose. This is a point

kh the experiments thus far have
.ýuccessfully determined.

State Forester on the morning of
March 20. The live snow fence was
the object of discussion. For many
years these railroads have been pa-
tiently building portable board fen-
ces at a cost about $3.50 per. rod,
laboriously distributing along the
cuts every fail and collecting them
evêry sprinig at a further cost of at
least fifteen cents per rod, and with
the full understanding that a new
set of panels would have to be con-
structed at least every five years.
And even at that the'resuits have
not always been satisfactory.

The Work of Test ing.
MJany of the roads have tired of

feeding this- financial leak and are
attempting to replace this temfforary
and expensive fence system with a
permanent snowbreak of trees and
shrubs planted along the right of
way. It is pioneer work along this
line, and subject to ail the derision
and doubts that such new ideas are
heir to. Some are skeptical, some
confident, but ail of them who have
taken up the work are spending con-
siderable money on it. Naturally
much of the work is of an exn'tri'-

vnat
mos


