
CHRISTIANIA, Norway, July 2, 1921
-- Norway bas been in business of forest
cultivation for more than sixty years. In
1907 the golden anniversary of the be-
ginning of Norway's present efficient for-
estry system was officially celebrated. A
volume containing a history of the de-
velopment and progress of the forests was
published. The lapse of sixty years, how-
ever, bas, according to the leading Nor-
wegian forest authorities, merely enabled
themn to make a fair start. Norwegian for-
ests, they say, are still in their infancy;
cultivation ought to have begun a cen-
tury before it did. They are hoping to
make Up for lost time.

There are in Norway, as in Sweden and
Finland, both State and private forests.
The latter largely predominate. Alto-
gether, *the forest lands comprise about
28,000 square miles, or about 23 per
cent of the country's total area which con-
sists of about 124,450 square miles. Comn-
pared with Canada's forest area that of
Norway appears almost insignificant, yet
Norway regards her forest possessions as-
of the utmaost importance and spares
neither money nor effort to keep them in
a state of constant production. Her
national vitality depends upon them.

Norway's natural resources are strictly-
limited in extent. The surplus of timber
ranks among the first and most important.
It furnishes the main source of Norway's
export trade and provides fuel, building
material, and other wood necessities for
home consumption. One-sixth of Nor-
way's laborers find their employment in
the wood-refining industries; one-tenth in
the paper industry. Norwegian railways
derive more than 12 per cent of their total
traffic revenues from the pulpwood, cellu-
lose and paper industries; some of the
railways depend almost exclusively upon
the revenues s0 derived. Appreciation cf
these facts bias not only led Norway to the
adoption of a policy of strict observation
of lier remaining forests, but also toe m-
Ploy ail available ýmeans for the buildi ig
up of a forest supply for the future. To-
day the country is net forest self-sustain-
ing andi is obliged to import considerable
quantities cf wood from Finland. For-
merly wood was aIse freely imported from
Russia.

The, State Domingates in Forestry.
The productive timber lands of Nor-

way consist of about 21,825 square miles,
cf which 11,500 are held by peasants and
other smail owners, 5,575 by incorporated
coznpanies, and 4,750 by the State, the
latter including communal lands, pariali
and other enc1ow,,ents. The tendency at m,
Present is to discourage the further ac-
quisition cf forest lands by private 0W'

ners. Incorporated companies are, in
fact, debarred by law from increas-
ing their holdings by purchasing lands
from peasants and other individual bol-
ders. Wherever possible and practicable
the State is resuming ownership of these
lands and using them to build up new
forests.

Private ownership in the past, before
the State established control of the for-
ests, was charged with wasteful methods
and irresponsible care, resulting in de-
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pleted and1 sterile forest lands. These
practices are what led to the present na-
tional forest polîcy. The private owners
of today, however, need no restrictive
laws to compel their lesson. The forest
lands owned by the incorporated coin-
panies in Norway are the best kept of
any, as well as the most prolific in their
annual yield. The companues spend much
more proportionately than does the State
on their upkeep.

However, Norwegian forest laws do flot

ELE,,vCTRLPIC PLANTS FOR EVERYýq-'L SERVICE
32 or 110 Volts

Beit Connected Plants--Direct Connected
Plants--Wres and Supplies-

Water Systems.

THE BELT DRIVEN PLANT MAKES THE IN-

STALLATION 0F ELECTRICî"'Y IN THE VERY

SMALLEST MILLS PRACTICAL AND
ECONOMICAL

The beit cOnnected, unît Illustrated Can be
driven fromn any power shaft. wny

of 16 cella of TITAN starage battery.

The Plant 18 32 volt and lias a capaclty of

32 Iighta direct.from the generator or 67

liglits for five hours when comblned with

TITAN 216 amnpere hour battery.

Comnplete stocks of 32 volt belt driven or

direct connected plants and standard wiring

mraterl1al alwayB on hand at our House.

Beit connected Plant-operated fromn any
good engins.

110 Volt D.C.

Universal Plant.

1~

LIMITE6
Quebec Toronto Winnipeg Calgary Vaincouver

Hlifax , Ottawa London Regina Edmonton

Illustrated Canadian Forestry Magazine, September, 1921

A Canadian Observer in Norway
Bq Edn'ard Beck.


