
It was further stated to be most desirable that the Canadian question should be
considered in connection with any negotiations vith the Tnited States with regard to
copyright. The letter contained the following paragraph, which stated in substance
the disposal of the question at that time :-

" My Lords, however, fully admit that the anomalous position of Canadian publishers
with respect to their rivals in the United States of America is a inatter which calls for
careful inquiry, but they feel that such an enquiry cannot be satisfactorily undertaken
without at the saine time taking into consideration various other questions connected
with the Imperia! laws of copyright and the policy of International Copyright Treaties,
and they are, therefore, of opinion that the subject should be treated as a whole, and
that an endeavour should be made to place the general law of copyright, especially that
part of it which concerns the whole continent of North America, on a more satisfactory
footing."

The Duke of Buckingham and Chandos on the 31st July 1868, sent the Governor-
General of Canada. the following formal reply

"Your Lordship will perceive that any immediate legislation on the matter ivas in-
possible, but that the anomalous position of the question in North Anieric. -is not denied,
and that it is adnitted that the law of copyright generally may be a very fit subject for
future consideration."

On the 9th April 1869, the Government of Canada again moved in the matter, trans-
mitting to the Colonial Oflice a memorandum by the Minister of Finance in reply to the
communication from the Board of Trade above referred to, and on the 27th of July 1869,
the Board of Trade made an extended reply, to which I beg to refer to your Lordship, as
showing that the request which had been made from Canada in 1868, and which is still
being pressed, was not controverted on its merits, but' was deferred in the hope that,
presently, sone international arrangement might be made with the United States, and
unider the impression that it vould he unwise to deal with the Canadian question while
the probability of such an arrangement was in view. The following passage fron that
communication bears this out, and sets forth a summary of the conclusions at which the
Lords of Trade had arrived

"Under these circumstances the balance of argument is, in the opinion of the Lords
of Trade, against any imnediate adoption of the Canadian proposa]. . The truth is that
it is impossible to make any complete or satisfactory arrangement with Canada unless
the United States are also parties to it. Whatever protection is to be given to authors
on one side the St. Lawrence must, in order tO be effectual. be extended to the other
and it is consequently impossible to consider this question without also considering the
prospects of an arrangement between Great Britain and the United States. There are
symptoms of the possibility of such an arrangement. In 1853-54 an international copy-
right convention was signed between the two Goverùnments, but was allowed to drop. lu
the last session of the United States Congress a bill was introduced providing for inter-
national copyright in the United States. It required re-publication and re-printing in the
United States as a condition of copyright there, and vas in this respect objectionable.
But the correspondence showed that there was a considerable interest in the question,
and it was evident that the Americans were feeling the want of an international arrange-
ment on the subject.

Accordingly, on the 20th October 1869, Eari Granville informed the Governor-
General of Canada that the matterias one of sonie difficuity, and that Hr Majesty's
Governmruent felt it necessary to obtain further intbrmation before deciding on the
proposal of the Canadian Government, but that, in the meantine, action might be taken
as to a portion of the Imperial law vhich was!not affectedby the difficulties surrounding
the present question, namelv, that hile by the present law, publication ie the United
Kingdom gave copyright throughout the Empire, publication in a colony could not gie
riglits outside the limits of the Colony; and he stated tlat rHe Majesty's Government
were prepared to ke steps during the nextessionto end te a in thatparticuar.

On the 20th December. 1869, the Governor-General of. Canada .transmitted a number
of documents, oneýof whicli as:an addressjwhich lhe had received fromthe Typographical
Union of Montreal, setting out ,i srong terims the prejudicial effects of thé Imperiai
Copyright Acts in Canada..-'HisExcellency had:pronised, n reply, that he would not
fail to draw the attentionbof thePrivy Council to.the point thus raised.

His Excellenc also transmitted, atthe sane time, a eportfroin the Miister of
Finance on the first communication fromi theBoar d of Trade above mentioned.

oThe Minister.remonstrated againsi the Cânadian request being delayed for he action
ofthe United States. He said : ' in reference to. the second objection urged ag[iinst
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