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It was further stated to be mosi  desirable that the Canadian question should be
considered in connection with any negotiations with the United States with regard to
copyright. The letter contained the followmn' p'lranrlaph which stated in substance
the dlspoeal of the question at that time :—

“ My Lords, however, fully admit that the anomalous position of Canadian publishers
with respect to their rivals in the United States of America is a matter which calls for
careful inquiry, but they feel that such an enquiry cannot be satisfactorily undertaken
without at the same time taking into consideration various other questions connected
with the Imperiai laws of copyright and the policy of International Copyright Treaties,
and they are, therefore, of opinion that the subject should be -treated as a whole, and
that an endeavour should be made to place the general law of copyright, especra]ly that
part of 1t which concerns the whole contment of North Amcncm, on a more satisfactory
tooting.”

The Duke of Buckmgham and Chandos on the- 3lst July 1868 sent the Governor—
General of Canada the followm g formal reply :— -

“ Your Lordship will perceive that any lmmedlate Ietrlslatxcn on the matter was im-
possible, but that the anomalous posmou of the question in North America is not denied,
and that it is admltted that the law of copyrlght rrenemlly may be a very fit subJect for
future consideration.”

On the 9th April 1869, the Government of Canada again moved in the matter, trans-
mitting to the Coloniai Office 2 memorandum by the Minister of Finance in reply to the
communication from the Board of Trade above referred to, and on the 27th of July 1869,
the Roard of Trade made an extended reply, to which I beg to refer to your Lordship, as -
showing that the request which had been made from Canada in 1868, and which is still

“being pressed, was mot countroverted on its mierits; but' was deferred in the hope that,
pr esentl) , some international arrangement might be made with the United States, and
under the impression that it -would be unwise to deal with the Canadian question while
the probablht_) of such an arrangement was in view.. The following passage from that
communication bears this out, and sets forth a summarv of the r-onclusmm at which the
Lords of Trade had arrived :— o

“ Under these circumstances the balance of arﬂument is, in the opinion of the Lords
of Trade, against any immediate adoption of the Canadian proposal. The truth is that
it is nnpobmblc to make any complete or satisfactory arrangement with Canada unless
the United States are also parties to it. Whatever protection is to be given to authors
on one side the St. Lawrence must, in order to be effectual, be extended to the other ;
and it is consequently impossible to consider this {question without also considering’ the
prospects of an arrangement between Great Britain and the United States. There are
symptoms of the possibility of such an arrangement. In 1853-54 an international copy-
right convention was signed between the two Governments but was allowed to drop. Iu
the last session of the’ United States ‘Congress a bill was intr oduced providing for inter-
national copyright in the United States.” It required re—pubhcatlou and Te-printing in the
United States as a condition of copyright’ there, and was in this respect ObJLCthTldb]e
But the Lorrespondence showed that there was a considerable interest.in the question,
and it was evident that the" ‘\meucans were feellnﬂ tne Want of ‘an mternatlonal arrange-
ment on the’ sub)ecn o

ALCOI’dlIl"]\" on the 20th October 1869 Ean G1auv111e mformed the Gove1nor~
General of, ®Cavada that the ‘matter was one.of some dxfﬁculty ‘and that Her Mzgestys
Government felt it. necessary to obtain further, ‘ntormation, before. deciding on ‘the
proposal of the (anadian Government, but that in'the meantime, action mlrrht be taken
as to.a portion.of the Imperial law which was:not affected by the dlﬁicultles surrounding

the present. quesnon, namely,-that ‘while, by the. present Taw,’ pubhcatlon in'the’ Umted o

Kingdom gave copyright throughout the Empxre, 'publication in a colony could not give
rights outSJde the limits of ‘the Colony ; -and he stated, that :Her Ma)esty s Government
‘were prepared to take steps during the next session to- nmend ‘the law in that narncular -

. On-the 20th December . 1869 the G‘rovernor-Geneml of Canada transmltted a. nnmbel o
" of documents, one:of which was: an : address;whlch he had received from the Typographlcai )
‘Union of Montreal, setting out in strong terms the’ prejudlcxal effécts, of - the Imperial =
Copyright Actsin: Canada . His‘Excellency had ‘promised, in’ ‘reply, that he would not., :
;fall to draw the attention:of the. Privy:Council fo:the: point- thus raised. . = SO
.. His Excellency also - transmitted, -at the same time, a: report; from'- the Mlmster of',
"‘Fmance on'the first communication from the.Board of Tlade above mentioned.
~:~The Minister.remonstrated against the Canadian request; being delayed for, the actmn
e of the Umted States He eald dn 1e{e1ence to. the secoud ob;ectlon urged aozunst

03




