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voted upon the advice of the Library Committee, who were desirous' of seeing our
great I

ational Collection enlarged and improved—their main object being to secure
the pe i

g of the scientific section, and the completion of the cldsses appeértain-
ing to American and Canadian history.

. . ientific
aring in mind the impetus that has been given of late; in Canads, to scien

studies, ang the oonsequen}t)enecessity for previding students of golenceh 1;1 E;I::
Dominion with access to thé kindred - researches of learned sooisties' elts_egv :B:c’mia-
&ve endeavoured to complete our existing series of transactions of scien (; d? there-
tions, and of periodicals devoted to particular branches of_knowledge,—a 1‘;% nate
to similar publications, not already” on our shelves,—with a' view to anr ee%t
reprosentation of all departments of mental inquiry, in the Libary of Par mtl;l- des-

Upon application 10 our London Agent, I learned that collections of this il
eription, which are seldom reprinted, were now exceedingly scarce, and not easi 1{1
obtainable in 5 complete shape at the present time. Every year, this difficulty wgu
naturally become more serious; aud in some instances insurmountable. I th°§'°h°”°t
ventured to assume the res nsibility of completing most of such Co. lections wit; (:'u
further delay, lest we shbuE'iobe nna{le to procure these important acquisitions at a.

later period. This has unavoidably occasioned a large expenditure on this behalf
within the past year,

In compliance with the expressed wishes of the Committee, I have likewise

bought a number of Miscellaneous Books ; some of which have beon on the Ol:‘del‘
List for two or three years, waiting until an opportunity offered to procure them.
o such purchases, special attention has been bestowed upon works in relation to

nada, and other parts of the North American Continent.
Abundant facifi)z

for shelving these additions has been afforded through the
berty given by the Bosrd of Worlds t6 maké-ube of space in the' Reading Room of
the House of Commons ; where several thousand volumes can be securcly stored,
under lock and key. Such classes only, are thus placed s are not in frequent de-
mand, leaving space in the main Library available for current literature.

Authority was given, by Parliament, last Session, for the purchase, from Mr.
Gerald Hart, of Montreal, of his val

uableé and unique Collection of Canadian Coins and
Medals. This series has accordingl

y been deposited in the Library. For the pur-
Pose of economizing room, these Coins and Medals have been arranged in covered
81488 recoptacles, which do not encroach upon the limited space of the Library apart-
ment, or interfare with present opportunities for the comfort or accommodation of

ors. Similarly, provision has béen made for the safe custody and exhibition of a
complete Collection of Postal Cards and Stamps, which represent the postal apparatus
in use throughout the entire British Empire ; a collection which will prove of pecuhqr
interest to students of philately, These Stamps are being' now prepared for deposit
undeor glass, to range with the Coins and Medals above mentioned. .

The various additions to the Library during the past year are iqclufied in a
b'ipplementary Catalogue, which is ready for distribution. In the compilation of this.
‘atalogue, some improvement has been attempted, by the reparation of additious to
the series of Pamphlets from'that of the titles of separate Broks. Such titles, how-
over, aro unavoidahly brief, and afford small indication of the contents or value of thd
works referrod to ; save only to those who are already conversant with them.

Appendod to-this Roport, there is a List of Douations reoeived, since the last re-
tarn, and of Can

adian Works, deposited under the Co rright Aot.
i T:llf: number of volumes in tho Library, last yggr, was estimated at 104,000.
8inoce thon,

the total number has increased to about 107,5600.
All which is respectfully submitted.

ALPHEUS TODD,
‘Libkarids of Parliament..
LmRary or Parviasesr

17th Jhuuary, 1884,
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