122 31st Mavy. . 1869

To the Queen’s Most Excellent Magesty : :
Most GRragrovs SOVEREIGN.

We, Your Majesty’s Most dutiful and loyal subjeets, and Commons of the

Dominion of Canada, in Parliament assembled, humbly approach Your Majesty for the
- purpose of reprosenting ;

That during the Kirst Scssion of the First I’arliament of this Dominion We adopted an
Address to Your Majesty praying that Your Majosty would be graciously pleased {:y and
with the advice of Your Majesty’s Most Honorable Privy Council, under the provisions of
the 146 scction of “ The British North America Act, 1867.” and on the terms specified in
that Address to unite Rupert's Land and the North-West Territory with this Dominion, «
and to grant to tho Parliament of Canada authority to logislate for their future welfare and
good government, and assuring Your Majosty of the willingness of tho Parliainent of Canadn
to assume the duties and obligations of Government and Legislation as regards those Terri-
tories, ’

That our Joint Address was duly laid at the feot of the Throne, and that Your Majesty,
by despatch from the Right Honorable the Secretary of State for thq Colonies to the Gover-
nor General of Carada, under date of 23rd of April, 1868, significd Your Majesty's willing-
ness to comply with the prayer of the said Addroess, but that gour Majesty was advised that
the requisite powers of Government and Legislation could not, consistently with the existing
charter of the Hudson Bay Company, be transferred to Canadua withoutan Act of Parlin-
ment, which Act was subsequently passed by the Imperial Parliament, and reecived Your
Majesty’s Assent on tho 31st July, 18G8.

That by n despatch, dated 8th August, 1868, from the Honorable the Seeretary of State
for the Colonies, the Governor General was informed that, in pursuance of the powers con-
ferred by the Act for the surrender of the IHuwdson Bay 'Territories to Your Majesty, he
proposcd to cnter into negotiations with the Company as to tho terms of such surrender,
whercupon, under authority of an order of the Governor General in Couneil of the 1st Oct.,
1868, the Honorable Sir George Et. Carticr, Baronct, and the Ilonorable William Me-
Dougall, C. B., were appointed a Delogation to England, to arrange tho torms for the acqui-
gition by Canada of Rupert's Land, and by another Order in Council of tho same dato,
were authorized to arrango for the admission of the North-West Territory into Union with
Canada, either with or without Rupert's Land, as it might bo fouud practicable %nd ex- .

edient.

That tho Delegates proceeded on their mission to Kngland and entered into negotintions
with His Grace the Duke of Buckingham and Chandos, then Sccretary of State for the
Colonics, and afterwards with the Right Honorable Karl Granville, his successor in office,
for the acquisition by Canada of the territorial and other rights claimed by the [fludson
Bay Company in Rupert's Land and in any other part of British North America not com-
prised in Rupert’s Land, Canada or British Columbia. That terms of agreccmont were
conditionally assented to by the Delegates on behalf of the Dominion, and on their return to
Canada, were submitted with a report, dated 8th May, 1869, which was approved by His
Excellency the Governor General in Council on the 14th day of the same montl.

That we humbly deom it expedient to accept tho transfer of the Territorial and other
rights of the fludson Bay Company in Rupert's Land, and in any other part of Rritish
North Ameriea, not comprised in Kupert's Land, Canada, ot British Columbia, on tho
terms conditionally agreed to on behal{ of the (overnment of Cunada, by the ITonorable Sir
George Et. Cartier, Baronet, and the Honorable William McDougall, C. B., and on behalf
of the /ludson Bay Company, by Sir Starorcl . Nourthcote, Governor of that Company,
and approved by His Excellency in Council as aforesnid —which terms are set forth in a letter
from Sir Fredleric Kogers, Under Secrctary of State for the Colonies, of tho 9th of Mareh,
1869, communicated to the Delogates by direction of Karl (Franville, and in two subscquent
Memorandums, datcd respectively 22nd and 29th March, 1869, containing a modification of
such terms—and are in the words and figures following :

Termas, as stated in the Letter from Sir Frederic Rogers, of th March, 1869,

1. The Hudson Bay Company to surrender to Her Majesty all the rights of Govern-
ment, property, &c., in Rupert’s Land, which are specified in 31and 32 Vie., c. 105, sce. 4;
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