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An alderman at mneteen, Mr. Duhamel had already served two years in the cxty cotmcxl .
. before he attained his majonty, an example of popular favor up to that time unknown in ‘the
‘ hxstory of municipal government in Montreal. In.those days the questmn of representﬁtxon,‘

according to natwnaht.y in the city counml was more promment than it i is now, the exigencies
of the case seeming to’ demand the very best talent that it was posmble to secure. In this point
of view it will be adxmtted that the responsibilities ‘which devolved upon one so youthful and
inexperienced, were of no oramary character ; a.nd it is, perhaps, the blghest compliment that
can be paid to the subject of this brief notice to say—and those who are acquainted with the
.fa.cts will admit the t:ath of the obsemtmn—that Mr.. Duhamel did not dmppomt the san-
.guine a.ntlclpatlons of those who ba.d thus brouaht. Inm forwa.lﬂ Indeed, so thoroughly satis-
fied were they with their chowe, t.ha.t when the term for which he had- ‘been elected had’ ex-
pired, his constituents strongly urged him to present lnmself agam, but he declined on account
- of professional duties. Some yea:rs a&erwards yielding- to ‘the pneasure of some of his fnends
c leading mepchauts, lawyers, ¢ ete., of the East ward, Mr. Duhamel was re—elected for thiree years
e l, * more their representative, during which tune he devoted himself" mth much zeal and assiduity
Ato the interests of his oonstxtuency _ - e 4 * ,
Joseph Duhamel was born in the cxty of Montresl on tbe 20th Ja.nuary, 1836 a stlmng ‘

' period in the history of Lower Canada: His parents were J oseph Duha.mel r., merchant, and
Domethilda Mousset, At the age’ of seven, our subject entered the preparatory department of
the college of Ste. Therdse. Snbsequently he followed a.n Art course at St. Hyacinthe, and
finally passed with honors through the Jesults college at Montreal. Having selected law as
the profession to which his tastes mclmed him to devote himself, he entered the office of Mesars.
Badgley and Abbott, a ﬁrm of emmence, where’ he passed the term of his legal study. Upon his
admission to practice, on the 7th April, 18.97 i:e at once became associated in partnership thh

. the late Mr. Cyrille -Archambault, a rrentlex’ha.n very popular in- the professwn who came to an
untxme]y end by the explosion of the boiler of the. steamer: St. Jokn. Some years afterwards,

~ Mr. Duhamel entered into partnershlp with Mr. Gustave Drolet, now retired from the practice
. of his profession, and a Chevalier of the Legion of Honor. Afterwards he became the head of
**  the firm of Dubamel, Ra.mvxlle, Rinfret and Rainville, which- “was later, on account of one of the
- firm having accepted a supenor court }udgwhlp, changed to its present name of “ Duhamel,
| " and Ramvﬂle,” a ﬁrm whlch has been engaged in many of the most tmportant cases before the
Courts, and which also en_)oys one of the largest consnltatxon practmes m the city of Montreal. .
He was appointed Queen’s Counsel in Juue, 1878. : o
Throughout his career Mr. Duhamel has enjoyed the conﬁdence and esteem of all classes of
his fellow citizens, and outside of his own social and professional cirele is highly respected by
 all whose opinion is moét worthy of regard. He is always ready to defend and uphold what he .~ .
. bellevee to be ngbt. Hxs poﬁtwal proclxvxtles bave ever been Liberal, and to his assxsta.nce, . ‘




