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was in opposition, and lie was specially requested to Conduct it
throti-li the liouse, whicli lie did, thougý'i introduced in the name or

the Governiiietit. This measurc gave, in its principles, satisfaction
to the couiitrY. ln 1868, M r. Abbott obtaitied the appointilient of an
important commission to consicler its nianagementalid the possibility
of its iniprovenient, the result of' whicli was an elaborate report based
tipon returns froin niost of the constituencies of the Dominion. On
this report was based the Insolvent Aet of tS69, whicli retailied the
principles and the leading- féattires of' the Act of 1864, alterincy sonie

few of ifs details. Il lias beeil adinitted that this Act has been the
iiiost successitil effort yet macle towards the establishment of an in-
solvent systeni in the Doininion. Subsequent aniendnients were ilot

t7owid to iniprove the operation of the Act, but the reverse. They
exacr erated many of' the difficulties, more especially in the matter of

official assignees, and finally, in 187(), the law Nvas repealed, and the
coaimercial and financial comniunitv are now callin- for the re-

introduction of an insolveilcy systeni." Much benefit isèxpected frolii
ÏN-1r. Abbott's e\perience in legislation of this description.

For niany years, Mr. Abbott exercised unustial influence in file
conduct of the work of leglslation in the Hoiise of Commons. His
proficiency in ail branches of commercial law and iii the law of private

corporations made his assiduous attendance at the gre.-a standing
conimittees on railways, canais and telegraplis, and on ban-ing and

commerce, of inestimable value. And in the lattercommittee he acted
as chairnian for a iitiniber of' yeurs with the high appreciatýon of ils

menibers and of' the House ot'Comilioiis. In the intervals of' attend-
ance upofi Parlianient, NIr. Abbott continued his practice as an advo-
cate in Montreal, and was engaged in iiiost of' the important caseb of

the day. Aniong others, the St-Albans case attracted inticti attentiou
at the týnie. Th is ai-ose froni the action of a party of about t\%,eiit).-

live men, who were soldiers of the Southerii zirmy, escaped or ex-
clianged, and headed by Captain Bennett Voting, of tliat arm . They

managed to make their way to St-Albans in plain clothes, by different
routes, and, by concerted 'action, met on the morning of a day in

autunin in the public square of that town. With extraordinary
audacity, they seized the principal officials, and confined thein in the

market square. They then proceeded to rifle various banks, and en-
deavoured to set fire to the town, but %vith little success, and they


