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chest, he said he would walk. ¢ Come
ride,’ they said;,but it will be hot and
dusty’ He kept answering ‘No,” to all
his friends urged. ‘T'll walk, and take a
rshort cut through the pines, and off he
started with a stout walking stick. Ashe
was jogging on through a piece of woods,
be heard a voice, and he stepped forward on
tiptoe; then he stopped and listened and
found it was the voice of prayer, and he
. gathered from the prayer that she who of-
fered it was poor, sick, and friendless.

*What can I do to help this poor wo-
man! thought the young man- He did
not like to go into the hut. He clapped
his hands into his pocket and drew out a
dollar, the first silver dollar he ever had—
and a dollar was a bigsum for him to give,
for he was not as rich then as he is now.
But no matter, ke falt that the poor woman
must have it. The dollar Leing silver, and
likely to attract notice as soon as the
door was open, he concluded to lay it on
the sill and go away, but not far ; for he
hid behind 2 rock near the house, towatch
what hecame of it.  Scon he had the sa-
tisfaction of seeing thelittie girl come out
and seize the prize, when he went on bis
way rejoicing.  The silver dollar came in-
to the young man’shand for this very pur-
pose. for you sce a paper dollar mighthave
blown away; and he was led to walk in-
stead of ride—why 2 he did not exaetly
know, but God who directed his stens, did
know. 8o Go.l plans, and we are the in-
struments to carry on his plans. Often-
times we seem to be about our own business,
when we are about bis, answering it may
be, the prayers of his people.

The young blackmmith 1s now in middle
life. He hasbeen greatly prospered, and
given away his hundreds since then ; but
perhaps he never enjoyed givingmore than
when he gave his first silver dollar.

The @Grip of Faith,

John Welzh, one of the early reformers
of Scotland, born 1570, has given a lively
picture of faith, which may serve to en-
courage some trembling believer.

‘It ts not the quantity of thy faith
that shall save thee. A drop of water is
a8 true water as the whole ocean® So a

+little faith is as true faith as the greatest.
A‘childueiaht. devq old, is as really a mar

THE GOOD NEWS.

as one at sixty years ; a spark of fire is
as true fire as a great flame; a sickly man
as truly living 2s a well man.  So it is not
the measure of thy faith that saves thee,
it is the blood that it grips to, that saves
thee; as the weak hand of a child that
leads the spoon to the mouth, will feed a8
well as the strongest arm of a man; for it
is not the hand that feeds thee, albeit it
puts the meat into thy mouth, but it is the
meat carried into the stomach that feeds
thee.  So if thou eanst grip Christ ever
s0 weakly, he will not let thee perish.

¢ All that looked to the brazen serpent,
never so far off, they were hLealed of the
sting of the fiery serpent; yet all saw not
alike clearly, for some were near hand, and
some were far off. Thosethat were near
band might see more clearly than those
that were far off’; nevertheless, those that
were far off were s soon healed of the
sting as those that were near hand ; for it
was not their look that made them whole,
but he whom the serpent did represent.—
So if thou canst look to Christ ever so
meanly, he can take away the sting of thy
conscience, if thou Lelievest ;5 the weakest
hand can take a g¢ift 2s well as the strong-
est. Now, Christ is the gift, and weak
faith may grip himas well as strong faith,
and Christ is a8 truly thine when thou
Liast weak faith, as when thou has come to
those trjumphant joysthrough the strength
of faith! Let every trembling sivner grip
Christ by faith.

The Atonement of Christ,

The two great ends of public justice
are. the glory of God, and in connection
with it, the general good of his creatures.
It is essentially necessary to attainment of
these euds, thatthe autliority of the govern-
ment of Ged should be supported, in all its
exfent, as inviolably sacred—that one jot
or one title should in no wise pass from the
law—that no «in, of any kind, or in any de-
gree, should appear as venial—that if any
sinner is pardoned, it should be in such a
way as, while it displays the Divine mercy,
shall at the same time testify the Divine
abhorrence of sins. Al this is gloriously
effected, in the gospel, by means of atone-
ment—by the substitution of a voluntary
surety, even of him whose name is Emanuel,
to bearjthe curse of law ‘r the romm ot




