
THE VOLUNTEER IRE VIEW.

CORRESPONDENC'E.

THE ZOUAVES.

To the -Editor of TuiE VOLUNTEER RzvIEW.

SIR, -In your issue of tlie 2Srd of March,
you kindly gave me permission to take up
the defense of the Pontifical Zouaves, and
in commenting on my letter you make the
following remarks: IlWe are wcll -convinc-
e(l of the correctness of our remarks, but
would be very glad if our correspondent
would show wherein we were wrong, whicli
lie failed to do in bis latter." 1. now nc-
cept your invitation, and will strive to be
more explicit tlian in my first letter, al-
though as concise as posssible. You assert
in your issue of the 2nd of Mardi, that tbe
departure of the Zouaves Ilpresents, per-
lisps, one of the most extraordinary
episodes in the history of this extraordinary
age." The rest ofyou r article clearly shows
the 4sense which you attacli to tlie word
"dextraordinsry," and I must say it is
nothing to their credit. On their side you
can see nothing but ridicule, and you cover
tlim with tlie most acid epethets. Ilow-
ever, let us see your own language: I"Tliey
have embarked upon an enterprise of the
real consequences of which they can have
no very clear idea. It is a lofty spirit of
religious fanaticismn which animates tliem.
As among their predecessors, ahi this loyalty
to a systemi of which tliey as yet know
nothing, will soon rnake rooni for alto-
gether different feelings, owing to thc
suiferings, and the humiliations whicb
tbey will bave to endure. Ail sucli foreign
interference is a great absurdity, and fails
to be of any use to the cause. This move-
ment is vez y mucli to be deplored for many
reasons, and among others, because it
carries witli it the loss to the country of 80
many able and promising young men."

Sucli is, I presume, a true resume of your
cemplaints against our modern crusaders.
At this moment there is ne question of in-
tention or motives, we are only ealled on te
judge words and1 facts. Far froni me, the
idea of accusing you of any malicious inten-
tention. You have even no need'of in-
forming us that it is tbrough "la desire for
the public good, " because no one entertains
a doubt on this subjeet, and the generous
assistance which you give to the mlitary
cause, is a cenvincing proof of your loyalty
and patriotism. But thc extremes are al
ways dangerous, and it often liappens that
enthusiasm for thc public good leads te
injustice towards private individuals. More
over, it sometimes occurs that we lahor
under a false impresssion with réspeet te
the."real public good."

Let us now examine briefly each of your
assertions, and see if they do not contain
some of the defects that I have just pointed
out. If you accuse tic Canadian Zouaves of
not understandling the task which thcy bave
undertaken, you at the saine tîme accuse
the thousands of distinguished citizens, who
encoufraged their noble ardor, of having
acted with jimprudlence ;,andlyou tell them
that they do not know anything ab>out men
apd evyents, and that you -alone possess tie

necessary qualities to be enabled to judge
and appreciate. This assertion is full of
pretention, and moreover is highly uniust.
Let us ask each one of our young country-
men wliy tliey have left their families, and
thcy will answer without hesitation IlOur
country does not require our services at the
present moment; a principle which is dear
to us bas been attacked, and at tie risk of
our lives and of tlie greatest sacrifices of ahl
kinds, wc are geing to defend it. We sliall
acquire a practical knowledgce of the mîlitary
art, and sbould Canada recaîl us we shahl
gratuitously give to lier service what we
shaîl have acquired by a deal of liard work."
If, notwithstanding ail this, you still pre-
tend that ticy do not understand what tliey
are doing, you shalbave to show wliere
their fault lies, nr else take a position whicli
you cannot liold. You reproacli me witli
having first brouglit ferward thc religious
question, but you alone induced me te it,
by making use of the words '-religious
fanaticism." I did my efforts te sho~v that
their action was not the cfeet of fana-
ticism (for this word implies an ides of
error and of passion) but simply tic cffect
of a sincere and well calculatcd devoted-
ness. As you now declare that you bave
not "lthe slightest hoRtility te the move-
ment rcferred to, that you are glad to sec
such an evidence of devotedness and gene-
rosity," I will al)stain froni any furtier ne-
marks. Neverthceless, it is stili truc tbat
you wcre the first te bring on tic question
of religion, and that you made use of most
unjust ternis while spcaking about the
modern crusaders.

With respect to the malicious accusations
which certain newspapers have been pleased
te, indulge in against the Pontifical King,
altieugli I have net been able te procure
the necessary information, I am convinced
that they are but pure calumnies. Several
attacks of this kind have been made, but the
day will come when truti will shine forth.
You bave appealed te the tribunal of thc
future, and I nepeat it once moire that I
accept it witli confidence. But I cannot ad-
mit with you that those pretcnded priva-
tiens will alter thc convictions of our young.
Zouaves, for ivere I te do so, would be te
admit that thcy are net men of heart, that
they are actuated by ideas of making money,
that they only scek for their own wclfare,
and I am sure that nothing in their conduct
justifies us in franliing sucb an accusation.

We have notbing to do with tic resuit of
tuis crumade, whatever it may be, since you
afflrmn that yen only consider the practical
benefit for Canada. However, I consider
that 1 proved clearly enougli in xny first
letter that their interference is far from
bcing a "1great absurdity and perfcctly use-
less." As for tic loss te tic country, I
maintain that instead of suifering by tuis
departure, Canada can but profit by it. 0f
course the Canadian Government attaches
much importance te tic services of those
men who have experience in tic nîilitary
line, and hoping te soon make use of their
knowledgc, it smiled at their noble* de
cision. Far from considering it a "loss"
they consider it as a profit and an advan.
tage.

In cencluding, I will remark; yon tried
te throw ridicule on the Canadian Zouaves,
by making thcm eut dcspised by those t-hat
they are geing te dcfend, by shewing theni
fasting on bread and water; and deprived
of everything; you accused them of
fanaticism and of being duped te suci
an citent as not te know nor undenstand
what tbey are doing;ybn assex-t that they
would be cowardly enougi te change ticir
conviction in presence of ticir sufférings;

further to take ail menit from theirCiJ
you show that of Garibaldi as being '
more meritorious; you have affirnie
their undertaking is absurd, because 't
have no effeet. and that it is to be b1a'ýýl
because Canada wiil suifer by it. Ih~
tried to prove that not one of those
tions is well founded. In answer to Y fI
letter you fali back to your good inite thil' 1

As I have already told you, I believe *0
to be good, but in presence of so0 manY,""Vjust accusations against our absent COUflltlf
men. I must say that the knowledge 0
your past history was necessary SO95t
prevent me fromi finding therein a boseie
spirit.

I remain Sir,
Yours, truly,

(T. AMXYOT, Y
Capt. aux "lVoltigeurs de Quebec.

[We insert the above letter because to
certain extent what it contains may glive tbe
public an opportunity of judging botli S'd
of the question. A portion of it, hOOver'
being purely personal and iî.relevant, 'le
have for that reason omitted.-ED. VOL

OTITAWA RIFLES.

To the Editor of TiiE VOLUNTEER IIEviEW.-
Sia :--Last Tliursdav the officers and n"11

of the Ottawa Prov. Batt. Rifles asseflbled
for the third time this year for annualt drill'
No. 1 Company mustered 25 non-colO"5'
sioned officers and men under Captain )>PYi
Lieutenant Mowatt and Ensign BrOW11o
No. 2 Company miustered 17 non-cowol'6

sioned officers and men, under atO
MacGillivray. I3otb companies commie"<w
with squad drill and wilI keep at it U01
well understood. They present a neat ai
tidy appearance, and are an example inl
way of cleanliness.

Captain May deserves credit for the I~
ner in which lie lias recruited biis Con]Pany>'
Wbhen hie took command it was comp05edo0

much of boys as to earn the appel5t<O"
infantry Rifles, but nowv presents asfi
physiquie as can be found. Too muchpri
cannot be granted to L ieutenant MoW-%tt
tlie mastcrly manner in whichhli'
brouglit theni Up in drill. Wl

No. 2 Company bias xîot succcedcd as
as expected under CaptainMaiIi1'
owing te tlie fact that lie lias receiVrOd 0
assistance froin Subaltérns, Lieut. CeT
liaving been dangerously iii, and no EIi
as yet appointed. During dri»l Lieutefl'tb
Cherry entered the roomn and receivred e
warmn congratulations of lis men 0].
convalescence. Captain MaeGillivrY '0-
most energetic officer and a favorite t'
men; and it is liopcd lie wi Il now pusb
the recruiting and bri ng Up the conap0y
its rcquired strcngth. There are tb1
number of promotions to be made sei
Battalion, among the rest a Quarter
geant wlio will act as Sergeant Major. iO~i

Now sir after telling s0 much I thifl' d
enly fair to ask where is our AdjU&'an t 0
Instructor? Trusting this will rcoleî
corner in your invaluable sheet.

I amn, dear Sir,tfîY
yours resPectfu<l4,


