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NAUTICAL REMINISCENCES.

The following nautical reminis­
cences of Captain Rudlin were read by 
Miss Marguerite Saxton, of Washing 
ton, D. C, the celebrated dramatic 
reader, at a banquet recently held to 
celebrate the 1,000th trip of the Is­
lander :

I wish to present to you a short history of 
Victoria and its nautical affairs since the 
year 1859, when our worthy host, Captain 
Kudlin, landed in Esquimau. Victoria was 
a city of tents, wi'h a population of 8,000, 

l- chiefly miners. There were only two steam- 
boats, the “ Beaver ” and the “Otter,” be­
long! e to the Hudson’s Bay Company. The 
“ Beavei ” was about 70 or 80 tons, and was 
built in Green's yard, Blackwell, London. 
She was launched in 1835, and was the first 
steamer on the Pacific Ocean. She carri d 
the mails and passengers to S pperton, on the 
Fraier. Captain Rudlin left Victoiia in 
June 1859, for Sapperton, leaving at 3 a. m. 
and arriving at 8:20 p, m. (note the length of 
time). It is 75 miles to that point, and he 
made the trip in eighteen and and a half 
hours, which was thought quick work, and 
the people were well sa'isfied.
- Captain Rudlin’a next experience was in 
the steamer “ Emily Harris,” of 40 tons, to 
Nanaimo. Previous to the running of this 
boat, people had to come from Nanaimo n 
schooners a d canoes, and Mr. Bryn, the 
pree:nt lighthouse keeper on Discovery Is­
land, brought his bride to Victor a in a canoe 
—s voya e which took two days to accom­
plish with favorable weafher. The ‘‘Emily 
Harris," carried fifty or sixty tone of coal, and 
took fifteen hours to go a distance of 7Ç miles 
This was a eemmerh boat to the “Badger,” 
and carried the mails to Comot once a month 
—when the weather p rmitted.

The next boat built was the “ Cariboo 
Fly," (built in Victoria,) which was a fine 
Dost and a credit to her owner and builders 
She was designed for the trade between Vic 
toria and the then new town of New West 
minster ; but she blew up on her third or 
fourth trip, as she was going out of Victoria 
harbor, killing Several, among whom were 
her captain and his brother, the second en- 
ginee (Jaimsoi b name), being two of the 
five brothers who all lost their lives s eam 
boating in 'hiscount y.

About a year after thi«, the Hudson's Bay 
Company purchased the steamer ‘ Enter- 
prise,” and ran her to New Westminster five 
trip * week for ore summer. The people 
were well served.

The “ Fidélités ” next came out f om Eng­
land, belonging to the Vancouver Coal Com- 
pany, to carry the mails between Victoria snd 
Nanaimo ; hut she was not su ta-de to the 
business, and the Government put on 'h- 
ss. “ Sir Jemes Douglas," commanded by 
Capt. Clark, our present Harbor Master- 

<>he ran for a num er of years, until ehe 
broke down. Upon this o currerce, the late 
Mr, Spratt placed the “Maude” on that 
route, to carry the mails twice a week, to­
gether with the “Cariboo Fly," which ran 
up to ihe time he solcj^out to the Cana ian 
Pacific Navigation Company. The “ Enter­
prise " had been on the Weslminebr route 
for about the same number of y. are.

The Pioneer Company promoter, who was 
the respected father of our present worthy 
manager, Capta n John Irving, osme over 
from Oregon in 1858.

The Hudson's Bay Compsny then bought 
the “ Olympian"—now the “ Princess 
Louise "—from Captain Finch aad Captain 
Wright»,of San Francisoo. The directors of 
the company were much di satisfied at the 
purchase, saying ehe was far toe large for 
(heir trade, and never woold be required in

this country. She was then considered a 12- 
knot boat, and is to this day running between 
Victoria and Westminster n the winter sea­
son, and is a fine boat.

The way ports progresse! wun there nd- 
vantages, yet there ae now some c the in 
habitante not even satisfied- with the good 
service she gives. We will ‘ake, for instance, 
Mr. Mawdsley, who says he do s uot wish to 
spend five or six heura, whi h includes so 
many stoppage', on a boat in travelling 35 
miles ; hut has to throw himself upon the 
courtesy and kin Iness of our worthy mana 
ger to allow the “Islander,” an 18-knot boat, 
to atop for him.

This boat, which is a twin-screw, w s built 
in Glasgow in the year 1888, and came to 
Victoria round Cape Horn in the same year, 
Her engines were built by Dunsmu r & Jack 
son, of Govan, and do them great credit , as, 
after the excessive wear and tear of four 
years running, Mr. Thompson, hi Gov.rn 
ment inspector, pronounc d them last survey 
(tsk^n one month ago) as good as when they 
came out. She is also fitted up with, a mag 
nificent service of elect-ic light, of the Brush 
Swan plant, supplied by Patterson & Cooper 
of Loudon and Glasgow. All the machinery 
including the electric light, is in charge of 
M'. A. Brownlee, the chief engineer, who is 
keeping them in the very best con ition 
doing himself great credit. This is shewn by 
the machinery itself.

Now, the commmder of this ship “ Is 
lander ”—Captain Rudlin—who has had 
charg of her since she came out, commenced 
his seafaring career in British Colum ia 30 
years ago, sailing schooners for the first light 
or ten years, and then he went on to the 
“ Emma," a boat of about 40 tons, acting as a 
tow-boa1, towing the schooner “Black 
Diamond " to Nanaimo and back in the coal 
trade. From her, he was transferred to the 
“ Grappler," towing log 1 and ships. From 
thrre to the “ Beaver/’ which was at this 
time bought by the B. C. Towing and Trane 
portation Comp >ny from the Hudson’s Bn 
Company. Her engines were constructed by 
Boulton & Wstt, and w- re of the original 
side lever or “ Grasrboppci " type The 
pistom were packed with rop\ which caused 
considerable inc mvenlence, the boat having 
to be often anchored for the purpose of re­
packing the pistons. Comrare the pre sure 
of five pounds in this cylinder to that qf the 
“ Islander " of 160 lb* 10 the square Inch, 
would render surh rope-packing inadm ■ ible.

From the “ Beaver, the Captain was 
►gain transf rred, this time to the "Ah x- 
amler," wh ch was then cons dered the best 
tug boat in these waters, and from her he went 
into Mr, Spratt’e employ, and commacded 
firs the ''Maude,” then the “ Cariboo Fly,” 
and then the “ Wll on G. Hunt,” uitil in 
the year 1883 the Canadian Pacific Navigation 
Com-any bought out M”. Spratt, buying 
Captain Rudlin with the boatr

He then took charge of the “ Enterprite j" 
from there to the “ Riihet," then to the 
“ Princess Louise,” afterwards to the “ Yo- 
semite,” an finiby he took command of the 

Islander," which he holds to this dsy, 
having in de a thouiand trips in her, rud 
may he make many thousands more, se he is 
a universal favorite with 'he travelling public, 
whose co fort and safety he ie so anxious for 
and is o ntinually catering to; oar senial 
manager, Cao'ain Irving, (who is a thoroughly

g radical steamboat man), pats into Crptaio 
ludlin’s h ndi the opportunities of making 
all hie passengers comfortable, as if he him­

self was in charge.
-1 w:sb to shew you how th Canadian 

Pacific Navigation Company hae incr ased
un4er the management of Captain Irving. 
When that compsny bought out Mr. Spratt, 
he was running the boat to Weatmin ter him­
self, with Capt. Ru lin on the Nanaimo 
route and Captain McCulloch running the 

Princess Louise " on the Northern route in 
the summer season and the “ Otter ” in the 
winter, and Captain running the

“ Reliance,'’ the only boat on toe np-riyer 
route. Captain Irving bought the “Yoetm t " 
for the Company, and brought her up from 
San Francisco, where she had • een muni g 
on the Saor-mento River. He had hog-ohaina 
put in her, and she was thoroughly over­
hauled, and is to-day a stronger ooat than 
when she came np. She waa put on the 
Westminster route for the summer. He aleo 
bought the ” Sardonyx ” and the “ Danuse," 
which is a fine boat runnin 1 on the Northe o 
route, with a capacity of 1,000 tons, also the 
“Islander," of which boat we have already 
given.an account. Captain Irving waa run­
ning a boat himself at the time of the first 
formation of the Company.

And now let us compare the crews of 'he 
“ Enterprise *’ and the “ Islander.” That of 
the “Enterprise” consisted of tighteen, all 
told, and of the “ Islander," 62, a-d this 
boat carries more fi eight in two mon hs than 
was ever done in a wholeyear on the Nanaimo 
route. The mail matter alone last month 
amounted to 788 bags.

The islanis and way ports between the 
different cities have made rapid and substan­
tial progress, owing mainly to the 'crvice of 
this Company. For ins ance, take Plumper 
Pass, tin chief stopping place between Vie- 
to ia and Ntw Westminster, the population 
of which has within the last three years more 
than doubled, owing to the increased 
settlement, tbe most important improvement 
be ng the • rcction of a large and m gnifioent 
summer hotel, second to none in the 
province, which will have the iffect not only 
if materially adding to the proepecte of the 
island, but also increasing the t affio of the 
steamboat Company.
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A Ten Write for the Papers?

If you do, you should here 
LADDER OP JOURNALISM, 
a Text-Book for Correspondents, Be- 
porters, Editors and General Writers.

PRICE, 60 CENTS.
SUIT OU RECEIPT OF PRICE, BT

ALLAN FORMAN,
117 Nassau Street, New York, N. Y.

State where you saw this and you win re­
ceive a handsome lithograph for framing.

DR. JOHN HALL,
Homoeopathist,

Has removed his offices to the Five Slaters Block
Third Floor, Noe. 61 awd S3.

Attendance from S till A


