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REMARBLE WA S HEID T
TLINPL GAMES. COMMITTE

Lord Desborough, in Whom Some See a Possible Future
Governor-General of Canada, Has Achieved Much in His
Half-Century of Life—A Picturesque Character— Talks of
the Big Athletic Meet in England.

of their records. The United States will
be very strong in all the track athletics.
I expect them to win in the short distance
races, in the jumps, throwing the hammer
and so on, but I beliéve Britain will make
a good showing, and perhaps the best, in

Britain by Curtis Brown.
(Al righte strictly reserved.)
Loondon, March 23—America’s athletes
are Bure of & rousing welcome in Eng-
land when they arrive -this summer to

.
0

a blizzard had blown up, .although it was
still the fall. It was in Florida that he
achieved his feat of ‘capturing on his own
line 100 tarpon in one week. In Maine he
shot the giant caribou which for years
had been classed as a mere vision of the
guides. It was in the United States, too,
that England’s champion performed the
remarkable feat of swimming across the
Niagara River above the falls, and when,

DEGMDATION OF AELIGION I\ RUSSIA i
" AEACHES COLMINATION N THE *JOHAN

a few days later in New York city, the
swim was doubted he promptly returned
to the falls, plunged in and swam acroes
again.

Lord Desborough.is not alone champion
swimmer, but champion fencer, champion |
waterman, whether with scull, oar or|
punting pole, champion stag shot, cham
pion four-in-hand whip. He is also a fa-
mous big game shot, fisherman, rider to
 hounds and mountain climber.
| Despite his prowess in these directions,

he was also, as Willie Grenfell, a promi-
| nent Member of Parliament for many

years, a government official, a prominent
'leader, -writer and speaker on bimetallism
and tariff reform, a war correspoundent and
|a writer of books and magazine articles.
{He is chaitrman of the Thames Conserv-
ancy and is nicknamed the “Foster-father”

Fiendish Rites.

| Revolting Practices and Degrading Doctrines of a Sect Which,
. Working on the Ignorance and Superstition of the Popu-
lace, Has Gained the Adherence of Numbers--Police Com-
pelled to Close' Many of Their Places of “Worship” Be-
cause They Have Degenerated Into Dens of Infamy--They
Proclaim the Approaching End of the World and Denounce
Children Born in These Days as Offsprings of the Devil--

Infantile Murders Committed to the Accompaniment of

| of the Thames. :
| Then he is also a very rich man. His
5}1ia§06ic and beautiful country seat, Tap-
ow Court, is better known as Honeymoon : .
! Hall, from the frequency with whic}{ it is EA Baghts Cleisly Reserest )
{lent to notable brilal eouples for the first | 8t. Petérsburg, March 12—By a decree
week of their honeymoon. This Admirable |of the government the performance of a
| Crichton is also the husband of one of the melodrama called “The Black Ravens”
i tallesf,. wealthiest and most brilliant wo- | has been forbidden in the provincial towns
{men in England. She has a romantic his- | of Russia. On the face of it there would
{tory and her family are the owners of geem to be little interest in the ammounce
| Wrest Park, now leasel and occupied by !ment. But behind it there lies a story
| Whitelaw Reid, the United States Ambas-}which sheds an illuminating light on the
 sador. ' benighted condition of the teeming mil
| In appearance the president of the|)ions of the Colossus of the North. It ie
| Olympiad is a giant. He stands 6 feet 2,| 4 story of the evil which a naturally good
jand has a massive chest and finely pro-|anqd pious man may do when his piety i
| portioned figure. Although 53 years of age | ,Jlied with fanaticism; of the degradation
{ his hair is still luxuriant and withouv a ! chich superstition may produce when it
| suspicion -of ﬁrayness. It is light in color | oepipmes the mask of religion among an
and curly. is eyes are grey-blue, laugh’:illitemte spulade =
ing and genial, but can turn like steel Pop - :

(Copyright in the United States and Great
Britain by Curtis Brown.)
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take part in the Olympic games. They
are picked to win a lion’s share of the
twenty-three track events, and also are
expected to make a fine showing in the
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peore of other competitions in which the/ department in which the United States

LORD DESBOROUGH,
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when need be. He wears a mustache, has

somest men in the House of Lords.

He has béen through many adventures,
but his most thrilling race for life was in
the Soudan while he was war correspond-
ent of the London Daily Telegraph. Lord
Desborough had ridden off with dispatches
to a telegraph office after one of the big
battles. He was within a mile of the Brit-
feh camp on hig return that famous Sun-
day morning that the Dervishes surprised
the camp and stampeded the ¢amels cn to
the British lines. A horde of Dervishes
suddenly burst on Desborough from be-
hind a bluff: In an instant his horse waa
galloping for the British lines.
hailed around and down the horse went,
thot dead: Desborough tore off his coat
and aecoutrements. It was neck or 710th-
ing and hé raced along on foot as he had
never raced before. For half a mile be
ran and, but for one Dervish on a fleet
Arab, seemed to have won. The pursuer

i e | came quite _close ‘to him. Apparently it

crly e mar eccltenent, thn, 5% waa sl ith Dsborons, Bt e dina
_| lose his n €. wouddenly he stopped an

tory. I do not, however, know of any dropped. on. his lmee, - The Dervxi)sh, e
preparéd for this move, galloped past. As
he did =0 Desborough had whipped out his
revolver and “potted” him. The British
had seen the race for life and, troops com-
ing up, the war corréspondefit was ssfe.

These . sort of things Lord Desborough
gave up when he married, just twenty-one
years ago. He still goes in for sport,
but it is not of the adventurous or haz
ardous sort. He is chief steward of the
Henley regattn among other things, foun-
der and president of the Bath Club which
is the fashionible swimming club, and of
the newly formed Impsrial Athletic Club.

CHARLES BYNG-HALL.

Champlon Al-Around
United States im

Sporteman, Who
the Oomimg Inter-

the longer races. The Marathon race gen-

Recognizinhg Tourist Trafle.
(Toronto Woirld.)

It is very seldom that the old pro-
vinces of New Brunswick and Nova Scotia
will adopt any movement having its in-
ception in the newer provinces to the
west, and it is therefore interesting to
note that in the case of fish and game
protection, they have learned a lesson
from the Province of Ontario. A little
over a year ago these old provinces
adopted almeet in its entirety the consti-
tution and bylaws and general policy of
the Ontario Fish and Game Protective As-
sociation, and great sucescs iz attending
the movement.

New Brunswick lies so close to the State
of Maine that it has become a trifle jealous
of the immense prosperity enjoyed by that
state through the large sums of money left
there each year by visiting sportsmen.

The New Brunswick Association has in-
vited Mr. Kelly~ Evans to speak at a

* LADY DESBOROUGH,

Most Brilliant Women in Bngland. Her Family Are the Owners
Oceupied by Whitelaw Reid. the United States Ambassador.

¥ est and
e T )
chaitpion amateurs of twenty-two count-
vies of the world will show their skill and

Wess.

For these stitemente I have the author-
fty of Lotd Desborough, who, as chair-
man of the British Olympic Council, is

geries of meetings arranged for the last
week in April at St. John, Fredericton,
Newecastle and Moncton. To the St. John
meeting will b brought in by the rail-
roads every registered guide.in the pro-
vince, and much interest is expected to be
taken by the public in the proceedings.
Gradually the people generally through-

athletes will be weak.”

He is a remarkable man, this peer. Un-
questionably he is the Admirable Crichton
of his country—the most interesting and
representative sportsman England pos-
sesses. He is a man whom Americans

=y

TAPLOW COTURT,

Ioed Desborough’s Stately Residence on the Thames. Near Mzidenhead

pizing the international games, which
will open in London on July 13. This re-
markable nobleman is the champion all-
pound sportsman of Britain and is known
36 the “rince of Athletes.”

Officially, of course, Lord Desborough
tannot discuss the chances of the repre-
jentatives of any country. But in his
wivate capacity he declares that the

ancee of the United States are of the

it roseate hue.

" feel sure,” he said, “that the Ameri-
mateurs will here have a most hearty
ne. We are making great prepara-
nroperly to entertain them. I was,

_clinately, not at the St. Louis games,

_,' 1 was of the Engilsh team at Athens,

d saw the Americans perform and met

y of them. I also know something

generally would love, for he is a man of[out Canada seem to be awakening to the
deeds, not words. He is not a mere dab-|importance involved in maintaining any-
bler in many things, but an all-round |thing which may prove an attraction to
champion. Many of his records were mada the tourist.
in the United States, and in the near!
future he may ‘add to these, for it is an|
open secret that Lord Desborough is|
slated for the position of governor general |
of Canada as soon as a change of govern- son was told by Senator Ellis, chairman
ment from Liberal to Conservative may'of the printing committee, that '2,000
oceur. 1 : . W :
It was in the United States, only a few copies of the report of the civil service
years ago, that he nearly lost his life. He
was on a big game shooting expedition in
the Rockies, became separated from his
party and wandered around alone for
three days.” He was arnost exhausted
when the searching party t{wnd him, for
all his cartridges had been e:pended and

W ill Print 2,000 Copies.

of the members of parliament.

TRUE PRIDE.

flate the chest of the unfortunate small boy
who is selected to take care of the bats of
the home baseball team.—Denver Republican.

regular features and is one of the hand-|

Bullets |-

| . The play exposes the revolting practices

FATHER -JOHN

and debating doétrines of a sect kmown as
the “Johannites,” which in no other hand
but Russia could have attracted such a
vast_number of adherents, because in no
other land exists the depths of ignhorance
esgential to its growth. In St. Peters-
burg, which, compared with the rest of
Russia, is a veritable centre of light and
learning, the play ran for three months
and drew large and enthusiastic audiences.
But when it was produced in the provinces,
where superstition is rampant and ignor-
ance the common lot, it aroused the fury
of the “Johannites” to such an extent
that riots resulted and in the interests of
peace and order the government prohibited
it.

The ‘“Johannites”. derive their name
from the man of whom they profess to
be devout followers—Father John of
Cronstadt. Some consideration should,
therefore, first be given to the man to

It 18 Amonz the lowly

[ wi

| silence.

It will not be long until pride begins to in-; not a monk—or anything like it.

came true.

{ mouth for them to listen in admiring|o
His fame began during the reign;

longs to what is called the ‘““White Priest-
hood”’;

“pops” or priests without giving up the
right t6 marry and live like other people.
But Father John did not take unto him-
self a wife. He lived in a very humble
way in the fortress of Cronstadt, which
is more or less a fortified suburb of St.
Petersburg, and gave himself up to good
works.

Now, when a “pop” gives himgelf up to
good works, people soon begin to notice
it, because it is such a rarity. The average
“pop” is a shade blacker than Tolstoy
painted him in “Resurrection.” He is
ignorant, grasping and indifferent to the
religion he professes. Hé will not go
to a dying man unless he is paid in bribes
or ready money. He has a great predi-
lection for vodka and a dislike for work.
He extorts the tithes the Synod allots
him with a mercilessness which would
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shame a Cossack.: He charges high prices
for pardons, holy candles and absolutions.

But John of Cronstadt was a “‘pop” of a
different type. He used to go about beg-
ging for money which he gave to the sick
and needy. He spent his epare time alone
and in”contemplation. Alexander III. was
a superstitious man; like all Russians, he
believed firmly in signs, presentiments and
prognostics. Father John was wont to
consult the Scriptures and prophecy or ad-
vise therefrom. From time to time, sum-
moneg to the imperial palace at times of
difficulty, he would tell the results of his
meditation and give advice in grave affdirs
of state. The Crzar, anxious to have such
a seer always at hand, made offers which
would have tempted ninety-nine men out
of a hundred to leave Cronstadt for the
Winter Palace. But Father John refused,
saying he had other work to do and could
serve his imperial master far better with-

AT PRAYER.
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whom this sect owes its origin. John of|out the palace than within. Alexander II1. | influenced, firmly believed in. His friends
Cronstadt is as well known throughout|gave him large presents of money, which say that he is ignorant of the “Johan-|
| Russia as is John D. Rockefeller through-!were divided among the poor.
Ottawa, April 3—(Special)—Senator Wil- | out the length and breadth of America.|about the court began to talk about him|to refill his sadly diminished treasury, for |
{ He has earned the reputation of a saint|when he went to their country residence | there is more povérty than evér in Rus-.
thout dying, and the fame of a prophet]
without having foretold anything that| Moscow and Odessa sent him money for|the distribution of the money his dele-!
S - But many people believe in|his “poor folk,” as he called the needy of|gates collect, and the result is that the |
commission would be printed for the use! him, and all he has to do is to open his Russia, and he, again, sent delegates all|‘“Johannites” have sunk into a fraudulent, |
ver the empire to distribute these alms.|{immoral sect, who trade upon the igno-| i
¥or years his house in Cronstadt was a| i
'of Alexander III., the late Czar. He is|strange mixture, being at once the refuge ' gain their own ends.
He be-| of the destitute, and the repository of |
|s.acks full of money. He never sent any
that is, to those who becomelto the bank and never locked his doors;

in the summer.

'
-
1
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|
?yet the most abandoned ruflians in the

empire would not dream of touching this|

wealth, bécause they knew that it was
destined for the poor and suffering. Not'
content with relieving the misery of Eum-:‘
pean Russia, he sent monks and nuns to;
the furthermost settlements in Siberia!
with money and books and exhortations
to repent. because the end of the world
was at hand. ' .

As his fame grew so did his power.!
From a “pop” who did good works, he
soon grew to be a prophet who saw into
the future, and a worker of miracles. He
could heal when doctors had failed. Gov-,
ernors of provinces, princes, millionaires'
and grand ladies sent for him on their!
deathbeds and when by his prayers and in-
cantations they recovered, he took back
still more money for his poor folk. Little!
wonder that the ignorant mar magnified
the power in which the educated and cul-
tured so firmly believed. Littls wonder!
that the peasant and the artisan who re-|
ceived helpp at his hands time after time
and learned by experience that no appeal
to the Prophet of Cronstadt was in vain
should believe him to be endowed with]|
superhuman qualities.

Long before Alexander III. died Father:
John was looked upon as the seer and|
prophet whom God had sent to save Rus-
sia from every evil. His house soon be-;
came a resort of pilgrims. i

Sick people |
went there to touch the hem of his long, |
wide-sleeved robe and be healed. Thous-|
ands who were in difficulties about busi- |
ness, who did not know how to act, went!
to him for advice. By and by heé began |
to publish prophecies on his own account. |
When some great event, such as the mak-|
ing of war or peace, the birth of a prince |
or the change of a ministry waé at hand,!
he wrote a letter to the Czar, foretellingi
details, which sometimes came true and
sometimes turned out to be wrong; but
which were 0 worded that they might
generally be applied to whatever really did |

happen. {
|

When the Ruseo-Japahese war broke
out Father John said that the Russians.
would walk in blood to the poszessions ofi
their enémies and that there would bs|
blood @pilled at home as well as abroad.|
As events turned out this propheey ap-
plied fairly well to the final result of the
struggle, and when his declaration that
the monsters whose nostrils spurt steam |
should be silenced for a space was veri-
fied by the railway strike of 1905, his fol-
lowers proneunced him to be the greatest !
prophet the world has evér seen. Several|
times he foretold the birth of an’ heir to|
the throne; when at last the Czarévitch|
wag born many people forgot how many |
times he had been mistaken and were en-|
chantad with the result of his prophecy. |

Tn 1905 he also declared that the end of
the world would come before the end of|
May, because God could no longer look;
upon the anarchy and bloodshéd in Rus-|
sia. But by this time a good deal of his
popularity had gene. The enthusiasm of|
many rich patrons has now cooled into in-
difference and even changed into hostility.
The reason of it is that of late years
Fathér Jéhn has become a politician, and
to be & politician in Rugsia means to have
mote enemies than friends, no matter,
what party beé chosen. As a matter of
fact, he sided with the most exaggerated
reactionaries, known as “The Union of the
Russian People,” who find no means of
oppression too drastic for all who dare
strive toward the attainment of liberty.|
This “Union,” togéther with the police
and the roughs, have organized more than
one Jewish persecution,and would have car-
ried out several others had not the gov-
érnment, afraid of the world’s opinion,
frustrated their plans. Father John has
several times publidy expressed his sym-
pathy with and approval of their methods.

When young Russia was struggling for
conatitutional freedom, Father John pub-
lished manifestos condemning their ac-
tions in the strongest possible terms. Now
many wealthy and influential people held
aloof from the strikes and processions
which marked this struggle for freedom,
but they were secretly inclined to sym-
pathize with it and many of them gave
help in the form of money. Many more,
who could not afford to say so, resented
the government’s aetion. They ceased to
send Father John money for his poor,and
Father John’s delegates, mésséngers and
miseionaries, who had been uged to bat-
ten of a good deal of the wealth that
pasged through their hands, saw to their
dismay that the good old days were gone.
They determined to widen their p¥opa-
ganda among the ighorant. They preached

us Sect Obtalps th e Bulk of Its: Iocer

Rich merchants from |

the approach of the end of the world, an
event Father John, old now and easily

™,

People nites’ ” abuses. He is naturally anxious!

sia. He is too old to be able to look aftel-i

rance and vices of the lower classes to|

They publish a paper in Cronstadt an.di
send thousands of pamphlets all over

i1t is edsy to see how suc : :
| cotirages loosenéss of morals among their

Russia, exhorting the people to prepare
for the end of the world. In these produc-
tions, written in gutterpress language, in-
tersparsed with Scriptural texts, Father
John's name is freely used. He is the only
person who can save sinners from hell
fire. The Orthodox clergy, who disliked
John, even in his best days, are described
and railed at as frauds, thieves and
heretics, who will surely perish. Father
John ie to leave the earth in a cloud of
glory. He will take only 144,000 of the
blessed with him, because St. Peter says
there is no room in heaven for more. All
who wish to belong to this number must
thevefore be quick, sell all they have, give
their money to the ‘‘Johannites” so that
they may be enrolled.

Though their leader’s prophecy that th_e
end of the world would come in May, 1905,
turned out to be false, this new declara-
tion, which fixed the date 28 January 12,

11908 (new style), for the terrible event, re-
i sulted it a golden harvest for the “Joéhan-

nites.” Thousands of poor people have
sold all they had and given them the pro-
ceeds. ' Doubtless, though the awful date
has passed without mishap, the number
of dupes will only increase. The “Johan-
nites” always have an explanation ready.
Father John of Cronstadt, eeeing the sin-
ners were not ready, interceded for them
arid obtained a prolongation of the world
that more might repent.

There is no easier dupe than the Rus-
sian peasant or artisan. Unless the So-
cialists have enlightened him he will be-
lieve anything, and the Bocialists he_we by
no means penetrated throughout the vast
Russian empire. The “Johannites,” there-
fore, increase and grow richer every day.
Their proceedings have grown so scan al-
ous that the police have been obliged to
interfere and shut their “refuges,” as their
places of worship are called, in many
towne. They celebrate their rites by all
kinds of orgies. They abduct young girls
and boys for immoral purposes. Their
“retreats,” which ate supposed to be con-
vents for men and women, are nothing
less than hotbeds of immorality where
the ‘“‘Johannites” tempt the young people
of the neighborhood. Those who fall un-
der the influence pay for the introduction
to these places and for initiation in the
“Black magic’ that is practiced there.

To understand the mixture of religious
fanaticism and viciousness that is rife
among the “Johannies” >ne must bear in
mind that Russians are a very mystically
inclined as well as & 'Ve¥¥ sensuous peo-
ple. This is why, underithe pretense of

j religion, the most terriblé abuses are prac-

ticed, not only among the. “Jehannites”
but among many other seéts, Who, having
been formed with the purest possible in-
tentions, rapidly fall into bands of vision-
ary and vicious fanatics.

One terrible practice thesé “‘Johatmites”
have adopted is that of telling thé peas-
ants that all children who aré born now
are little devils, antichrists, “who must be
stamped out immediately after their bivth.
&' théory en-

followers, and it -was doubtlésa invented
as an excuse for the orgies which take
place in the “refugees.” Added to this,ob-
scene literature of the worst kind is scat-
tered widespread by them. Several cases
have lately occurred in which children,
born delicate and developing slowly, have
been taken out -into the - fields or forests

lat the instigation of the “Johannites” and

stoned to death among the wild shrigks
and damces of the murderers. Anti-Se-
mitism, always an easy passion to inflame

in Russian hearts, is encouraged by them

to an alarming extent. This iz why the

author of The Black AV bréught
the ‘“Union of the Russjan People” ihto
his play, in which he plainly hinfs that -

they and the orthodox clergy tacitly en-
courage the “Johannites.”

In the province of Perm the sect has
become so strong and numerous and de-
moralized the people to such an extent
that the Bishop of Perm telegraphed to
Father John to remonstrate with them.
The ancient seer replied by vehemently
repudiating any connection with the
“Johannites’ 'of the Perm province. There
is no doubt that he knows little of these
orgies, and even if he did he is powerless
to stop them. The police, hand in glove
with the “Union of the Russian People,”
whose object seems to be the utter de-
moralization of the masses, are loth to in-
terfere. The orthodox clergy are too lazy
to do =zo. Therefore the ‘“Johannites,” in
spite of prophecies which do not come
true, gather force and influence daily,
while the Duma is too busy discussing the
details of a mythical constitution to pay
attention to the widespread demoralization
which results from their pernicious ac-
tivity. ) .

SERGIUS VOLKHOVSKY.

FEWER LIQUOR
LICENSES IN ST. JOHN

Premier Hazen yesterday morning said
that as attorney general he had informed
Col. Blaine, chairman of theLiquor License
Commissidoners, that they were issuing
more licenses than the law allowed. He
stated that in his opinion all the laws
bearing on this matter should be en-
forced and he intended that they should
be. This waé a principle he had always
advocated. The same view had also been
expressed by the Hon. Mr. Pugsley when
he was in the local house. In conse-
quence of this statement by the attorney
general it is probable that the number of
licenses to be issued the coming year
will be materially reducea.

If the commissioners accept the views

of the Attorney-General they will have -

to cut off six licenses in King’s ward,
three in Prince and three in Queen’s, or
twelve in all. Wellington, Lorne, Lans-
downe and Victoria may each secure
one additional license.

Salisbury Notes.

Salisbury, N. B., Aprii 7.—Mr. and
Mrs. A. E. Trites are spending a few
days with friends in Bangor, Maine.

Rev. E. A. Allaby and family left on
Thursday for their new home at Hat-
field’s Point, Kimngs county, where Rev.
Mr. Allaby has accepted the pastorate
of a group of Baptist churches.

The Salisbury hockey team played the
Dorchester team at Dorchester on Tues-

day evening, the ecore standing 7 to 1 in

favor of the Dorchester players.

There were eight deaths in the city last
week from the following causes:—Conges-
tion of the lungs, 2; asthma. exposure,
apoplegy, pleuro-pneumonia, oedema of

lungs, capillary bronchitis, one each.
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