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THE PER IS MIGHT IER
THAN THE SWORD.

Three Newspaper Men Were the First Into Bloemfontein
and Arranged for its Surrender.

Bloemfontein, Tuesday, March 13.—Lord
Roberts entered the Iree State capital
today practically unopposed. He lay at
Venters Vlei, 14 miles away last night
with Gen. Kelly-Kenny’s and Gen. Col-
ville’s divisions, the Guards Brigade and
the mounted infantry.

Gen. lrench having cut the railway

and telegraphs, experiencéd a slight skir-
mish with some Boers holding a kopje
southeast of the town. Early in the morn-
ing the cavalry brigade moved forward
and occupied slowly several kopjes which
commanded the Boers,

A few well placed shells from the Horse
Attillery drove off the enemy: Gen. Freanch
then sent out scauts to feel .their way
toward the town, perceiving which, the
correspondents of the Sydney Herald and
the Londop Daily News with one other,
galloped forward and entered the town,
which wore an every-day aspect.

The people were out shopping or for
morning walks and at first the three news-
paper men . were regarded as townsfolks.
When later, it became known that they
were the forerunners of the British army,
they were greeted cordially and conducted
to a club where they met Mr. Fraser, of
the executive council, the mayor and other
officials. These they persuaded to take
carriages and to go to meet Lord Roberts.

As the party drove out of the city, the
British cavalry were ‘closing around like
a high net. The deputation soon arrived
opposite the kopje where Lord Roberts
was ntatxoned and this correspondent

rode forward and had the honor of an-
nouncing to the commander-in-chief that
Bloemfontein would surrender.

A little later. the deputation began to
approach and Lord Roberts went forward
to meet them. The scene was picturesque
in the extreme. A few yards away the
guns of a battery 'pointed their grim
mouths toward the late position of the
Boers, while the tin roofs of Bloemfontein
shone in the distance.

After salutes had been exchanged a
member of the deputation stepped for-
ward and declared. that the town, being
without defemces, wished to surrender,
hoping that Lord Roberts would protect
life and property.

He replied that, provided there was no
opposition, he would undertake to guar-
antee the security of both.

The interview was very cordial, without
a sign of solemness. It struck this corre-
spondent that the deputation seemed re-
lieved by the presence of _the British
tropps. Lord Roberts notified the depu-
tation his intention of entering the town
in state and they withdrew to inform the
townspeople.

Lord Roberts then made his military
dispositions, ordering the First Brigade to
follow him and to take possession of the
town. With his st&tf and the military
attaches he descended the kopje and ar-
rived on the plain, where he waited until
the cavalry approached. Then he entered
the city, followed by his personal staff,
the general staff, the military attaches and
troops.

STATE SECRETARY REITZS
REFUTATION OF THE NOTE.

He Says Great Britain Has Long Been Planning Against the
Transvaal’s Independence.

Pretoria, W'ednegﬁny,'Murch 4.—-State

Secretary Reitz’s refutation of Lord Sals-
bury’s argument in the reply to the Bloem-
fontein joint note was issued today. Mrv.
Reitz says:— |

“Ihe. British ;ovemment,
Bloemiontein conference, endeavoied 1o
enforee by threats certain changes in the
internal .government of the ‘I'ransvaal re-
public, contrary to the London conven-
tion, They also imported troops in great

ers and broke off negotiaiiohs with

a threat to take their own meaus to re-
move the grievances of their subjects.

“After waiting a fortnight, while an
army corps was prepared and ithe reserves
were being called out by the urizish, Presi-
dent Steyn asked the reason of these pro-
ceedings. Bir Alired Milner vefused to
reply.

“Meanwhile Mr. Chamberlain, in his
speeches, showed the world that England
had decided on war. Accordingly the

after the {

i

Transvaal republic addressed to the Brit-
ish governimment a demand for tue with-

| drawal of their troops, as otherwise it

would accept the presence of the troops
as a declaration of war. This was' not
necessarily intended. as a message of war.”

Concerning the armaments, Mr. lleitz
says: ‘‘T'hese were bought openly in ¥ng-
land and in Kurope; and the high ccm-
missioner boasted full knowledge of them
at the Bloemfontein conference, and also
full descriptions of these armaments wcre
t;lound among the officers’ papers at Dun-
ee.

“Both the army and the ultimatum
were protective measures, subsequent to
the raid and to the discovery, through
concealed eables, that British cabinet
minisfers were implicated in the attempt
to filch away the independence of the re-
publics. Now all doubt is removed by
Lord Salisbury’s telegram. The Burghers
must fight for their national existence,
trusting that God will defend the rignt.”

MORE PRAISE FOR |
PREMIER LAURIER

London Papers Ab.ou-nd with Praise for the Speech in
Which He Voiced Canada’s Sentiments.

Toronto, March 15.—The Telegram’s
special cable from London says: Nearly
every one of the Lopdon journals of prom-
inence alludes to Sir Wilfrid Laurier’s

speech in the Canadian House ot Commons
Tuesday night, on the occasion of the de-
bate on the resolutions regarding Cana-
dian contingents in South Africa. .

The Daily Mail characterized the Cana-
dian premier as one of the masler speakers
of the British Empire.

.A’he Morning Herald terms the speech
-patriotic, and declares that among the
brave men of the Canadians' those of
French-British extraction helped to win
the splendid victories that resulted in the
capture of Bloemfontein by Lord Roberts.

The Daily News says.the speech is te-
markable in more ways than we can dis-
cuss today.

The Morning Standard remarks Premier
Laurier once again touched the chord just
now vibrating in the heart of the popula-
tion of the Empire,

The Pall Mall Gazette says the specch
burns with sustained ' passion and elo-
quence that no. Knglish statesman could
ersay in these gclf-conscious days.

The Morning Post looks upon the speech

as one of impassioned and splendid elo-
quence.

The other papers make similar comment.

Montreal, March 15.—The Star’s special
cable from London says: "The action of
the Dominion parliament by voting down
the Bourassa resolutions and the speech
of Premier Laurier are still a subject of
general comment. The Times says the
ts)mech of the premier would rank high
in any assembly of the wordd as a model
of noble eloquence and that thoughts un-
derlining it are pregnant with great issues
for England and for mankind. The Times
continues: ‘““We look forward to a day
not far distant in the life of nations when
a Boer premier of a South African domin-
ion will kindle with a like devotion to
the British flag.” The Standard, the gov-
ernment organ, says the war has shown
us that the colonies have won the streng-
est claims to the privileges of the Knipire
by volunteering to assume. its buidens.
When such words as those which the
Canadian House of Commons applauded
te the echo were spoken more taan ever
are we convinced that the imperial gov-
ernment have no option but to carry the
operations in South Africa to a definite
and final settlement.

THE QUESTION IS, WERE
THEY FIGHTING FOR FUN?

Lord Methuen Says He Does Not Want to
Meet a Braver General Than Cronje.

Cape Town, March 15.—Lord Methuen,
speaking at the town hall, Kimberley, to-
day,said: “Although some of the enemy's
men were guilly of dastardly tricks we
must remember that their army is not
organized with the same discipline as our
own. [ never wish to meet a braver gen-
eral than Cronje and never served in a
war where theré was less vindicative feel-
ing }retween the two armies than in this
one.”
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TURKS AND RUSSIANS
MAY FIGHT AGAIN.

The Former Objects to Russia’s Demands in
Asia Minor for Railway Concessions.
Constantinople, March 15.—There
great anxiety in official circles regarding
the lussian government's refusal to mod-

is

| ify its demands regarding railroad con-

cessions in Asia Minor.
ernment advises against
the sultan is awaiting a military report on

the strategical aspect of the question be-
fore giving a decision,

The Turkish gov-
submission and

=

GEN. JOUBERT

Repubhcs.

London, March 16, 5 a. m.—Events are
moving in the South African campaign in
a speedy and satisfactory manner, from
both the mil.tary and political peints of
view. It could hardly bave been. ex-
pected by the most sanguine Englishman
that théy would take a turn so favorable.

It appears that when Major Weston cut
the railway mnorth of Bloemfontein he
thereby intercepted General Joubert who,
far from having retwred from .the cam-
paign, was:then coming southward with
3,000 men, presumably to superintend the
defence. KElaborate defence works, three
miles long, had been prepared outside
the town. No Boer wounded were left
in Bloemfontein. When asked the rea-
son by Lord Roberts, Mr: Fraser 1re-
plied:—

‘““Lhe. burghers do not like fish and
wouldn’t care to go to Cape Town.”

The evidence goes to show that, so far
as the southern part of the Free State
is concerned there will be no further re-
sidtance, It is understood that Mr. Fraser,
Mr. Wessels and other leaders are quite
prepared - to accept the position of a seli-
governing Britizh Colony.

The cheers which greeted the reading in
parliament yesterday of the correspond-
ence with the United States are re-
echoed throughout the country. The
speech of M. Delcasse has increased this
satisfaction, and, taken with the genaral
belief that Emperor Nicholas is person-
ally averse to any intervention, these in-
cidents spread the idea that there will
be further serious attempt to interfere
from any quarter.

Mr. Montague White’s threat ih an
American newspaper that the Boers will
sacrifice Johannesburg and raze it to the
ground, if necessary is not taken very
seriously, Mr. Chamberlain’s statemeng
that President Kruger has already been
warned as to the consequences of such
conduct is regarded as showing that suf-
ficent precaution has been taken. The
Times suggests that burghers should be
warped that their farms will be taxed
as a guarantee against any damage to
British property; but no . serious appre-
hensions are are entertained of such con-
duct as Mr. White is said to have ' fore-
shadowed. Mr. J. B. Robinson, the
millionaire mine owner, says he does not
believe the Boers would be so foolish.

By the time Lord Roberte reaches thke
Vaal River he will command some 80,000
men, while General Buller will have 40,-
00. From the military point of view the
critics now think there is nothing to
fear.

BLOEMFONTEIN WAS
GLAD TO SURRENDER.

D

President Steyn.Denounted for Lacking the
Moral Courage to Accept the Situation.

London, March 16—The Standard has
the following despatch. from Bloemfon-
tein, dated Thursday, March 15:—

‘“Che civil authorities here definitely
made up their’ minds to surrender on
Monday. A stormy meeting was held,
presided over by Mr. Steyn, whom Mr.
Fraser. denounced, as a coward, charging
him with a want of enough moral courage

to accept the situation.

“Dhe late president was, however, not
to be persuaded and when the meeting
broke up he left for the north.

‘“The occupation was extremely orderly
and well managed. The spectacle was
most impressive when the sixth division
marched through in grand style notwith-
standing that, like the rest of the army,
it had covered 40 miles in 27 hours.

“Large numbers of the burghers are
surrendering their arms. Many have fled
to their homes. Others are trekking to
the east or to the north with their. cattle
and goods. During the last few days the
inhabitants of Bloemfontein had gone in
deadly fear of the violence of the Trans-
vaalers and consequently the city re-
sembles rather a relieved than a captured
town. Mr. Wessels, president of the raad,
has gone to England to solicit public

sympathy and to plead for the independ-

ence of the Free State.”

HOW THE CAMPAIGN
SHOULD BE FINISHED.

What the British Generals Ought to Do and
What the Boers Will Do—The Story of
an Expert,

London, March 16.—Mr. Spencer Wil-
kinson in the Morning Post, commenting
upon the very satisfactory nature of the
occupation of Bloemfontein, says:—

“The anticipation that the Boer resist-

-ance along the Orange River would col-

lapse on the British occupation of the
Free State capital seems to have been
realized. 1t will be interesting to await
the meeting and perhaps the fight be-
tween the British troops moving south-
ward on the railway and the retiring
Boers.,

“Looking to the strength of Lord Rob-
erts’ army by the time he reaches Vaal
River, it is not surprising that Sir Charles
Warren’s division is retained in l‘\lﬂtal.

¥

BEEN CUT OFF.

He was Marching to the Rehef of Bloemfortein when Weston
Cut the Railway—T hree Correspondents Officiated at the
Surrender of Bloemfontelrn,———Rentz Says England Has
Been Plotting Against the Independence of the Two

An advance of the two armes on separate
lines will be quite the best form of oper-
ations to crush the enemy’s forces and to
bring about his absolute: submission. The
Boers cannot longer afford to divide their
forces. Serious resistance in Natal would
enable Lord Roberts to .cross the Vaal
and compromise the:Boer force in Natal.
Serious resistance at Brandfort or Ven-
tersburg would enable Gen. Buller to pass
the mountains and threaten the Boer com-
munications.”

PRESIDENT STEYN'
IS IN CONTEMPT.

Orange Free Staters Would Have Shot Him
if They Had Known He Intended to Flee.

London, March 16.—The Times publish-
es the following from Bloemfontein dated
Tuesday:—

“Contempt for the flight of the Free
Staters is universal, many people assert-
ing that President Steyn would have been
shot if his intention to flee had been
known. ,

“More harm has been dome the Dutch
cause by the ignominious surrender than
is conceivable and despite ‘the statements
of the brother of Steyn, it is ‘doubtful if
there will be any more teslstance south of
the Vaal.”

A despatch to the Daily Mail from
Lorenzo Marques dpted Thursday says
that stromg commandoes are massing at
\V.nrenton, where the Free Staters are
going to make a stahd.

THE DELAG(;_!A—

| AWARD MADE,

Stated a Printed. Decision on the Railway
Troubles will be in the Litigants' Hands
in Four Months.

e

TLondon, March 15.—Relative to the de-
lay in regard to the Delagoa: Bay rail-
road award the Pall Mall Gazette this
evening says it is authoritatively informed
that Mr. John G. Leishman, the United
States minister to Switzerland, in addition
to persistent unofficial representations,
had addressed, on instructions from the
state department, a strongly worded of-
ficial protest to the federal government,
a reply to which was received Feb. 16.
In this communication the secretary of the
tribunal said the arbitrators had arrived
at_a decision and that the printed judg-
ment would be in the hands of the
litigants probably within four and certain-
ly within eight weeks from that date.

THE BRITISH FORCES
ARE UNITING.

Geneéral Pole-Carew Has Gone to Jein Hands
With Generals Gatacre and Clements.

London, March 15.—The war office has
received . the following from Lord Rob-
erts:—

Bloemfontein, ’llmrsddv March 15, 7.55
p. m.—General Gatacre crossed the Orangg
River and occupied Bethulie this morning

General Reginald Pole-Carew with 2,000
men of the Guards Brigade, two guns and
a small body of mounted infantry, left
here in three trains this morning to join
hands with General Gatacre and General

(Clements. He had passed Bethany by
440 p. m. without meeting opposition,
having been able to supply from his
troops engine drivers, firemen, fitters,

moulders, smiths, carpenters, ete.”

A GREAT SEND-OFF FOR
THE STRATHCONA HORSE.

Halifax is Going to Out-do Herself on This
Occasion—--The Men Are Arousing the
Sleepy Town.

e

Halifax, March  15.~-The Strathcona
Horse is in the city., The first train load
of troopers and horses arrived this morn-
ing at 2.30, the second train load at 3.I5
and the third at 5.30. Kach train con-
sisted of 22 cars and was drawn by two en- |
gines. The men did not travel in the
style that tsually falls to the lot of sol-
diers, but in the finest Pullmans and first-
class coaches of the Intercolonial Railway.
The journey down from Montreal was a ,
very pleasant one and though the rate of
travel was necessarily slow, ovations at
the principal stations relieved the trip of
all tediousness.

On reaching Halifax the trains were
run down to the “deep water”” and the men
who, for the most part were asieep, were
not disturbed until 6 o’clock in the morn- |
ing.  They were breakfasted on board the
train and at 8 o’clock were called out in
companies and after roll call proceeded
to detrain horses. The cars containing
the horses were run'down the track into
the shed at No. 3 pier. A large ghgway
was constructed leading from the: door of

HAS

the shed to the lower deck:of the Monterey
and the horses were transferred from the
cars to.the ‘transport and placed in mar-
row stalls, in which ‘they are to remain
until South Africa is reached. ' Before
putting the horses on-ship board they were
lined' up withih a ‘'shed amd’ the veterinary
made a careful inspection of  them in
order to weed out those that were not in
fit condition to- undertake ' the‘ voyage.
Twelve horses were rejected. They will
be further examined this morning and
showing no improvement will be left be-
hind. The horses as a whole look well.
Most of them were meek and submissive
but a few were frightened and others be-
came stubborn on reaching the gangway.
In the case of these there was no stand
ing on ceremony. A heavy pole was put
across from behind with a strong man
at each end and the animal, rearing and
kicking, was simply forced down the gang-
way. On board the Monterey the horses
were placed in the stalls according to their
several numbers and were made as com-
fortable as possible. The . frightened
creatures, accustomed to freedom: on
prairies, did not take kindly to their nar-
row quarters and it was with difficulty
that many were quieted down.

Governor. Sir M. B. Dary, Lord Sey-
mour and other prominent persons were
on board the Monterey. Among the horses
were three splendid animals, the preperty
of General Hutton. They are being taken
out for his use in South Africa. A few
of the horses were cut and scratched. A
few had a slight touch of distemper but
a great majority of them were well and
full of life. The large ones, to be ased
for transport purposes are particularly
fine. .

The scene on the pier was a most ani-
mated one. The full force of Strathcona
Horse, a magnificent body of men, and
fine lot of horses, were gathered with-
in the comparatively small compass of the
freight shed. The traind containing the
horses were run into the shed and tlie
horses were taken across to the. gang-
way leading on boards to the steamer,
When shown despatches announcing the
capitulation of the capital of the Orange
Fiee State the men exhibited some cun-
cern lest the sailing of the Monterey
might be countermanded. The impres-
sion seemed to prevail that another month
would end the war and the men said
with apparent, regret that they did not
now expect to be in time to see much of
the fighting. They declared their willing-
ness to take their part on the field of
battle if necessary, but anticipated that
their .services at the front might not now
be required.

Tonight the members of the Strathcona
Horse and recruits for the first contingent
are being entertained by the city at a
smoker in the armory.

The mayor has proclaimed a half holi-
day for tomorrow, when the troops em-
bark” Already citizens are flying flags
and bunting from their buildings. It is
likely the Strathcona’s will be given the
grandest send-off yet given here.

A
The Klckers Protest.

T.ondon, March 15.—The executive com-
mittee of those who have organized them- |
gelves into a body in favor of stopping the
war published a resolution to the effect
the reply of the premier to the appeal of
Presidents Kruger and Steyn “tears off
the masks and reveals the truth so long
denied, that the war is being waged for
the destruction of the independence of
the Dutch commonwealths” and declares |
a time will come when all who are op
posed to the “war of extermination” will |
unite in solemn protest. i

What Pretoria Thinks. .

London, March 16.—The Pretoria ccrre:
spondent of the Daily Mail, telegraphing
Wednesday, says:—

“Mr. Reitz’s statement has been pub-
lished throughout the republic, but will
not be ferwarded to Lord Salisbury.

“Conversations 1 have had with the
highest state officials show that the re-|
public was prepared to grant substantial
reforms and concessions, until the receipt
of Lord Salisbury’s telegram., As one of
the highest statesmen remarked: “‘Better

halt an egg than none, but better rone
than a rotten egg.”
e el e e
Mr. George Robertson, M.P.P.; went to
Halitax Wednesday. :

LADIES, BOYS and GIRLS send us youx
full name and address and we will forward
vyou 1% Packages of our assorted Steel Pens to
sell among your neighbors and {riends at 10c.
j)er pac l\ug.g When sold remit us $1.30, and select
}rum our mammoth catalogue your choice of Y
Rings, Bracelets, Books, Chains, Purses, Jack
Knives, skates, Guard Chains, Fountain Pens,
and many other premiums. For selling 25
packages we are giving away Boys’ Watches

and Chains, Air Rifles, (ﬂlnl‘rﬂb, and other
beautiful pnmmm-. Add
STANDARD WATCH t I\()\'LLT\ (0
Dept. K., 8t. John, N B.

in view of the numerous recent disturb-

THE AMERICAN OFFER
POLITELY DECLINEI

The British Government Had

: o i,ﬁ
no. Use for ‘“Good ’Ofﬂtﬂ

and Said So--The Correspondence Read
Before the Senate.

London, March 15. —In the House of
Commons today, replying to Mr, Wm.Red-
mond, Irish® - Nationalist, who asked
whether the government -of the United
States had offered its good offices to Her
Majesty’s government with the:view of
bringing about peace in South Africa,
Mr. A. J. Balfour said: ‘“TFhe United
States charge d’affaires on March 13 com-
municated to Lord Salisbury the :follow-
ing telegram from Mr. Hay: ‘By way of
friendly and good office, inform the Bri-
tish minister of foreign affairs that I to-
day received a telegram from the United
States consul -at -Pretoria  reporting that
the government of ‘the South :‘African Re-
public requests the president of the Un-
ited States to intervene. with. the view
of a cessation of Hostilities,and saying that
a-similar request has been made to the
representatives of European powers. In
commaunicating this request I am direct-
ed by the president of the United States
to express the earnest. hope that a way
will be found to bring about peace and
that he would be glad in any friendly
manner to aid in bringing about the de-
sired result.”

The reading of the despatch was greet-
ed with cheers from.the Irish members.

Continuing, Mr, Balfour said: ‘“Lord
Salisbury requested Mr. White to convey
the sincere acknowledgement of Her Ma-
jesty’s government to the government of
the United States for the friendly tone of
their communication and to say that Her
Majesty’s government did not propose to
accept the intervention of any power in
the settlement of South African affairs.”

T.oud and prolonged cheers followed this
statement.

The Correspondence.

Washington, March 15.—In response to
a resolution the president today sent to
the senate the correspondence rela.ting to
the requests for mediation in South Af-
rica.

The first document is a despatch from
Pretoria, dated March 10, which states:—

“Am officially requested by the govern-
ments of the republics to urge your inter-
vention with view to cessation of hostil-
ities; similar request made to representa-
tives of European powers. Answer, con-
firm receipt. ] L

. (Signed) / American Consul.”

Mr. Hay responded:— . *

“Your telegram asking offices of Shlteg
States to bring -abeut ¢bssatior
tilities has been made subject of friendly
communication to British government
with expression of president’s earnest hope
for peace. (Signed) Hay.”

Secretary Hay telegraphed Mr. White,
secretary of the American embassy at
London:—

“By way of friendly -good offices, you
will inform British minister of foreign af-
fairs that I am today in receipt of a tele-
gram from the United States consul at
Pretoria reporting that the governments
of the two African republics request presi-
dent’s intervention with a yiew to cessa-
tion ®f hostilities, and that a similar re-
quest is made to the representatives of
European powers. In communicating this
request, I am directed by the president to
express his earnest hope that a way to |
bring about peace may be found and to
say that he would be glad to aid in any
friendly manner to promote so happy a
result. (Signed) Hay.”

Mr. White replied to Mr. Hay under
date of March 13— :

“I communicated yesterday to the under
secretary for foreign affairs, having been
unable to see Lord Salisbury, the con-
tents of your telegram dated 10th instant.
Today I have had an interview with his
lordshxp, who requested me to thank the

-conveyed to°British' governinent with

%

president for. the. fruadiy.mherelt alu
by him and added that Her . Majes
government cannot aceept the inte J
of any power. (Signed). W

Mr. Hay telegraphed .the consul at,
toria, under date of: March 14, the
ing:—

“Your commumcatum of . .regucl o%
publics for intervention.. of 4. presiden
cause’ cessation of hostilities -was 8l

pression president’s: gratification
aid to promote peace. 'Out emba
don, - replies that Lord iSalishuiry .
president for friendly in .shown .
adds Her Majesty’s govefnment.
accept intervention of. any ogher._.m
, (Signed) Hay,
The presldent’s message m sunplyr
of transmittali

France’s: Attitade: « -4 &

Paris, March 15—The. minister: of
eign affairs, M. Delcasse,, replyi
in the senate to a question re :
intentions of the government. of. Fra
respecting events in South Africa, g
the presidents of. the reppbhcs had, 8
cited the intervention of DOwWers) 4
in presence of the, teleg'mms exc|
between the British: govemment
two republics it appears that the mt
vention of powers had become.
impess:ble.

The full statement .of M, .'Deloase f
4

as followsi— .

The request from the pmndents )
two republics for the intervention .f A
powers had. hardly reached the

-when the government, of . . Great . B

published its reply that lt was not <
posed to consent to. the independen
the two republics, Thus one.of the.
belligerents 'declaring thab it cqu!d
make peace except on a con
the other affirms it is not di§posed
scribe—it becomes manifest that any '
tervention upon such a basis would: :
superfluous.

The resolution of the confm'ence at“i
Hague can only be put in action
there is reason to assume that | Ih(

Fents will not be msensxble to tbem

American ¢ i
twor belhg ents thm w ré  dbsolut
cordial and free i snib C |
Brench interests was_ y, mvohe§

o cl . had, vigen..:

tween. mé tod, t?e ellig .
ould give T a at

?)f France would be mambewd to:
preiudice. b |

Moreover, I had reason to’ think Qj
Washmg‘ton would listen to overtures:
undertook to communicate these; and th
is why, faithful to the best tradmonm
France, which did not appear to me .
compatible with her essential interes
always superior in my, eyes to all.
considerations. I accepted the delica
and, as it was, the dlﬁclllt mandat&'
iered me.

1 have said enough to emhle the sah;
fully to appreciate the difference bawi
the two situations. g

The minister then denied that m‘
had refused to join Russia in
friendly suggest.mn of peace, ol

“The union between - France & a
Russia,” M. Delcasse declaves, “drs\
closer every day and defies gll malovolq
asxsert,nons to the contrary,” .

Francé, he added, had never eeased
be the generous nation the.world: B
known and admired. . and. som&hq
abandoned. - But, after so many hard.@
sometimes cruel experiences she can 3
longer admit that her duty to the wor
should stand before her obhgatlons
he"self =t

Y
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BOER SPEECHES

NOT

TOLERATEL

The Government Will Not !nquife W.hy' D,ist_urbanc'es al

‘Organized--Mr. Balfour Says They
Are Spontaneous.

(R ot ;‘b.

London, March 15.—Mr. Balfour, reply-
ing to Sir Henry Campbell Bannerman,
the opposition leader, who asked whether

ances connected with peaceable meetings
calied to discuss South African affairs or
directed against the persons and property
of individuals because of their war opin-
ons, the gavernment would cause an in-
quiry as to how far and by whom the dis-
turbances were organized and what steps
would be taken to prevent their recur-
rence, said that every case of disturbance
had been examined and that the demon-
strations appeared to be spontaneous. He
added that the government felt the re-
sponsibility rested with those who called
the meetings in the heated state of public
feeling. .

Sir Robert T. Reid, Liberal, moved an
adjournment with the view of raising a
discussion of the question.

The whole opposition and all the Irish
members stood up in support of Sir Rob-
ert Reid’'s. motipn. 8ir Robert said he
regretted the necessity of the motion and
expected Mr. Balfour would show the gov:
ernment’s unqualified disapproval of the
disgraceful scenes, in place of which, the
speaker asserted, he had thought proper
to lecture those who had not asked for
his advice.

Lord Fitzmaurice, Liberal member of
parliament for the northern division of
Wiltshire, suggested the government could
withhold the police grants in the districts
where the police did not do their duty,
and Mr. Geo. Bartley, Conservative mem-

ber for North Islington, observed W
those w ho held the ineetings in ques
were a ‘‘parcel of semi-traitors an
handful of agitating scoundrels.”.

He added that he was dehghted at fl
show of feeling in the country, referri
to the attempts to break up these met
ings.

Sir Henry Campbell Baunermqn saxd i
thought the govemment should’ have us
all its influence in favor of free Bl
and expressed regret at the fact that:)
more satisfactory answer was given,

Sir William Vernon Harcourt 13
supported the motion to adjourn. He ;
clared Mr. Balfour’s answer dlsco
the right of public meetmg. v ;

Mr. Balfour, replying, mltemted
pro-Boers were mnof justified in forg
their ideas, though possibly ail nght
which were not agreeable to the mn,)on'
of the nation. He denied he had sa
anything’ inconsistent with the puncxpl
of free speech  and asserted the govel
ment would do its best to see that' l:‘l
right of free speech in every legiti
“form was safeguarded in every pa.rf. of
Majesty’s dominions.

The motion was rejected by a_vote
229 to 120.

The secretary of state. £o}' the coloﬂié
Mr. Joseph Chambeﬂmn, answeri
queuuon as to the threats to demolmh
mines and raze Johannesburg, smd
at the commencement of the war, Prqg
dent Kruger was warned that he and
government would be held peraonally
sponsible for any act contrary to; ﬁ
usages of civilized communities.




