FIELD MARSHAL

DESCRIBES BRITISH ARMY'S |
PART IN AISNE FIGHTING

PRICE TWO CENTS

‘A‘ies Met with Unexpected Opposition at|[W() GERMAN
Beginning — Germans' Action in Early
Stages of Fight Probably to Gain Time for
Strategic Move — Defence Developed Al-
most Into Pitched Battle at Times — En-
emy Use Seige Guns Against Allies — Brit-
ish Slowly Forcing Back Enemy — Losses

Severe, but Those of Germans Greater —
French also Gaining -Ground — Terrific
Bombardment by Both Sides — British
Troops in Fine Mettle.

i

London, Sept. 22 (9.35 p.m.)—The
dollowing despatch from Field Mar-
yshal Sir John French's headquarters
‘of the British army’s operations up
40 Sejiember 18, was issued tonight:

- eral headquarters, 18th, Sept.,
1914;

», the date of the last narrative,
Sept. 14, the Germans were making
a determined resistance along the
River Aisne. Opposition, which it was
at first thought might possibly be of

@ rear guard nature, not entailing ma-|

terlal delay to our. progress, has de-
veloped, and has proved to be more
serious than was anticipated.

“The action now being fought by
the Germans along their line may, it
is true, have been undertaken in or-
der to gain time for some strategic
operation and may not be their main
stand. But if this is 8o, the fighting
is naturally on a scale which, as to ex-
tent of ground covered and duration
of resistance, makes it undistingulsh-
able in its progress from what is
known as a ‘pitched battle, though
the enemy certainly showed signs of
considerable disorganization during
the eariier days of their retirement
phase.

“Whether it was originally intend-
ed by them to defend the position
they took up as strenuously as they
have done, or whether the delay gain-
ed for them during the tweifth and
thirteenth by their artillery has en-
abled them to develop their resistance
and force their line to an extent not
ori ly confemplated, cannot yet
be z

“8o far as we are concerned the ac-
fion still being contested is the battle
of the Aisne. The foe we are fighting
Is just across that river, along the
whole of our front to the east and
west. The struggle is not confined to
the valley of ‘that river, though it will
probalily bear its name.

THE ALLIES’ OPERATIONS
“The progress of our operations, and

the French armies nearest us, for the
14th, 15th, 16th and 17th will now be
described:

“On Monday, the 14th, those of our
troops which had on the previous day
croseed the Aisne, after driving In the
German rear guards on that evening,
found portions of the enemy’'s forces
in prepared defensive positions on
the right bank and could do littie
more than secure a footing north of
the river. This, however, they main-
tained in spite of two counter attacks
delivered at dusk and ten p.m. in
which the fighting was severe.

“During the 14th strong reinforce-
ments of our troops were passed to
the north bank, the troops crossing
by ferry, by pontoon bridges and by
the -remains of permanent bridges.

“Close co-operation with the French
forces was maintained and the gener-
al progress made was good, although
the opposition was vigorous and the
state of the roads, after the heavy
rain, made movements slow.

“One division alone failed to secure
the ground it expected to,

“The first army corps, after repuls-
ing repeated attacks, captured 600
Sisoners and twelve guns. The caval-

y also took a number of prisoners.
Many of the Germans taken belong
to the reserve and Landwehr forma-
tions, which fact appears to indicate
that the enemy is compelled to draw
on other classes of soldiers to fill the
gaps in his ranks.

“There was a heavy rain throughout
the night.of September 14-15, and dur-
ing the 15th, The situation of the Bri-
tish forces underwent no essential
change. But it became more and more
evident that the defensive prepara-
tions made by the enemy were more
extensive than was at first apparent.

Germans Use Siege

Guns
Allies, e

Against

‘In order to counterbalance these,
measaures were taken by us to econo-
mize our troops and to secure protec-
tion from the hostile artillery fire,
which was very fierce, and our men
continued to improve their own en-
trenchments, The Germans bombarded
our lines nearly all day, using heavy
guns brought, no doubt, from before

(Continued on page 2)

CANADIAN: GOVERNMENT
MAKING GIFT OF FIELD

E WAR OFFICE

BNSTOT

@pecial to The Standard
'\ Ottawa, Ont., Sept. 22—8ir Robert
Borden, who returned to Ottawa from
Valcartier today, made the important
snnouncement that Canada lias glven
to the British war office for use at
the front 104 pieces of artillery of
¢alibre and about thirty ma-
" chine guns, some of thess will go for-
w with the transports. The pres
3 tated that the delay in forward.
'ing the Canadian force had been alto
: + due. to the difficulty of meet

ing the requirements of transport.
“In company with Sir George Fos-
ter and Mr. Rogers I spent three days
at Valcartier camp,” said the premier.
“We met Col. Hughes and had the
Fopportunity of seeing nearly 25,000
men under review, During the past
fortnight the men have improved
wonderfully in appearance, and I have
no doubt in efficiency. I found most
intense anxiety and even impatience
to get to the front as soon as possi-

ble. :
(Continued on page 3)

SUBMARINES SUNK
IN THE NORTH SEA

ljmuiden, Holland, via
London, Sept. 22, 11.26
p. m.—Two of five Ger-
man submarine boats
which attacked and sank
the British cruisers 'Ab-
oukir, Cressy and Hogue
were sent to the bottom
by the British ships, ac-
cording to survivors of the
cruisers who arrived here
this evening.
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Hamburg American Liner Fit-
ted Out as Cruiser and Two
Colliers Captured.

London, Sept. 22, 941 p. m—The
Hamburg-American Line steamer
Spreewald has been captured by the
British cruiser Berwick in the North
Atlantic Ocean, according to an an-
nouncement by the Admiralty tonight.

It was stated also that two colliers
had been captured.

The Spreewald was fitted out as an
armed cruiser. The two colliers car-
ried 2,600 tons of coal and 180 tons
of provisions for the German cruisers
in Atlantic waters. The Berwick is
commanded by Captain Lewis G. Bak-
er.
The total number of German vessels
which, according to latest reports,
have been captured by British vessels
at sea, or by British port authorities,
i8 ninety-two. Ninety-five German ves-
sels were detained in British ports at
the outbreak of the war, *

Seventy British vessels were held
in German ports at the commence-
ment of hostilities, and since then
twelve  British sea-going vessels, out
of the upwards of four thousand car-
rying on oversea trade, have been
captured and sunk at seas

The Spreewald is a steamer of 2,214
tons. She was last reported as hav.
ing sailed from Antwerp, July 12, for
the West Indies, and to have arrived
at St. Thomas, D. W. I, August 4.

GEAMANS SAY GUNS
WERE MOUNTED IN TOWER
OF RHEIMS CATHEORAL

Special to London Telegraph and St.
John Standard.

Rotterdam Sept. 22.—Berlin Tage-
blatt excuses the destruction of the
Rheims Cathedral by claiming that
the Belglans used it as military works,
Machine guns were said to have been
found mounted In the church towers
and a spy at Antwerp Iis stated to
have confirmed the assertion that a
wireless apparatus was fixed in the
church towers,

This, the Tageblatt says, “is a
burning shame,” especially as the Ger.
man troops have ordered to pro-
et Win s Privintath T,

FIRE ALL NIGHT

Cannonading of Enemy Entrenched Along 90 Mile Front
Continuiés Through Hours of Darkness and Inflicts Ter-
rible Destruction—German Offensive Attack Beaten Back !
With Iﬁionet—Neaﬂy Two Million in Battle Zone —
Great Fight May Last Only Few Days More—Enemy’s
Defence I8 Said to be Weakening.
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German positions." The French and
British, on several occasions succeed-
ed in surprising and driving back the
occupants of the German trenches, but
only after the most stubborn fight
ing, and after heavy losses, both to
the attacking and to the defending
forces. In every instance the allied
troops retained the ground captured,

and immediately dug themselves in.
Further east the Germans them-
selves developed a strong attack, but
were beaten back with the bayonet,
only to return again and again, to be
finally driven off to their original po-
sitions, The allied commanders were
able to give the troops who had beéen
occupying the advance line a welcome
rest, pushing to the front fresh bri-
gades of batteries, hitherto held in re-
serve, and which were only too aux-
fous to come into actual contact.
Military experts estimate that near
ly two million or more men are now
in the zone where the battle has been
in progress ten days.
 Bordeaux, Sept. 22, 8.20 p, m.—"The
battle between the Oise and the
Meuse probably will last three or
four days longer,” says the Temps in
a military review today. “But re-
ports indicate that the resistance of
the enemy is weakéning. Another
effert and French territory will be
free of them. It will be hard, how-
ever, for we shall have many victims,
“Our advance between Rheims and
the Argonne seems to show the great-
er part of the German army is in
retreat by way of Belgium, West of
the Meuse they are already making
extensive defensive works on the
Sambre.”

CLAIMS GERMANY'S VAUNTED ARMY
OF MILLIONS EXISTS ONLY-ON PAPER

Russian Officer Says Kaiser’s
Landstrum Troops a Chao-
tic Mass of Untrained Mil-
itia—Austrians Using Train-
ed Dogs as Spies.

(Special to The Standard Through the
International News Service.

Petrograd, Sept. 22—The statement
that the formation of a new reserve
of the Landwehr units in Germany
was prevented by the insufficiency
of officers is regarded by Colonel
Shumsky as an illustration of the dif-
ferences between an army of millions
on paper and one able to take the
field. He is convinced that Germany’s
vaunted millions of Landstrum troops
is practically without officers, non-
commisgsioned officers, guns, transpor-
tation, ammunition, pontoons or field
telegraph. They are, he says, a chao-
tic mass of untrained militia unable
to shoot, march, manoeuvre, scout, or
defend, which a half company of regu-

lars with one machine gun could scat-
ter. Thus the decisive importance be
longs not to the numbers of the un-
trained population but to the military
skill which a short sighted people
have lately tried to replace by mere
arithmetic. :

The Nijni Novogorod cavalry again
distinguished themselves by wiping
out a squadron of German Cuiras-
siers. The German Emperor is colon-
in-chief of the regiment. The Russians
deployed and charged so sudenly that
the enemy hadn’t time to fire but a
few shots before they were extermin-
ated. Our cavalry repeatedly charged
until the only survivors of the enemy
were ten severely wounded men. The
Russian losses were one killed and
four wounded.

The injured Russians who are arriv-
ing at Minsk from the Austrian the-
atre of war tell many stories about
the employment of dogs on both sides
to assist in finding the wounded and
carrying them to the field hospitals.
It 1s alleged that the Austrians also
use dogs as sples to track the Rus-
slan patrols. The best Cossack marks-
men try to shoot them whenever pos-
sible. One man shot two dogs on both
of which were found interesting re-
ports,

VICTORY FOR GERMANY

MEANS SABRE RULE AND
SPURRED HEEL IN EUROPE

Bordeaux, Sept. 22 (8.25 p.m.)—The
attitude of the French socialists to-
wards the war is defined in the news-
paper La France by a soclalist who is
described, as “one of the highest au,
thorities in Paris.”

“Internationalism,” he writes, “nev-
er meant the suppression of national-
ity but an understanding between the
nations, which naturally pre-supposes
their existence® Socialists realize
that victory for Germany would be
followed by a role of sabre and spur-
red heel in Europe, while a triumph
for France would mean a German re-
pubile, a republic in Bohemia, a re-
public in Austria, a republic in Hun-
gary and an end to European mili-
tarism. It would mean peace assur-
ed and all roads to progress opened.

“The war for us is something more
than a struggle for our sacred nation-
al independence; it is the barricade
on which we fight for the progress of

ity. ‘That is why we have ab-

of all descriptions including churches
and cathedrals,

POPE ASKS FOR A

THE
5 ARMIES

Each Side Gains at Points, but Advance Not
Great Enough to Count in Deciding Out-
come — Final Result of Great Battle May
Hinge on Left Wing of Allies Where Brit-
ish and French are Reported Making Gains
— German Right Wing in Dangerous Po-
sition — More Desperate Fighting Between
Rheims and Souair and German Offensive

Attack Repulsed.

London, Sept, 22, 9_.15 p. m.—The daring raid of Ger-
man submarines across the North Sea, which resulted this
morning in the sinking of three British cruisers, Aboukir,
Hogue and Cressy, has mon.entarily diverted attention from
the battlefields of the continent.

This was one of the things which the British navy h1s
been led to expect, for the Germans have quite frankly
avowed that their plan was to reduce British naval superior-
ity by submarine raids and the sowing of mines, and they
E:avde been training their young officers for sallies of this

ind.

Nevertheless, it came as shock to Englismen that big
ships such as those sunk could so easily be attacked and
destroyed, while the German fleet has been able to remain in
safety in its mine and fortress protected harbors.

However, the British fleet must keep the seas to insure
Great Britain's food supply, and, in so . doing, must run
great risks,

The ships which were sunk, while obsolete, still were
very useful vessels, and it is little satisfaction to England to
know that her cruiser fleet is still double in number than that
of Germany, and that, as Winston Churchill, First Lord of the
“Admiralty, has said, she will be able to build during the war
three to Germany's one.

Meantime there have been no im-)some correspondents describe the
portant changes on the battlerronts‘allies left as extending from just west
in Northern France. The opposing|of Noyon to as far north as Lecatelst,
armies continue to gain a little here,|from which point, or Peronne, the new
and lose a little there. These gains|army, of which there have been so
might tell, in the long run, but have| many reports, but no confirmation is
not brought any decisive result for|supposed to be operating, to threaten
elther side. the German right wing.

The French official report issued
this afternoon again lays some stress
on the announcement that an advance
is being made by the allies’ left winiz| 1 this is true, the German right i
on the right bank of the river Oise,|in a very dangerous position, %t!)lr it
from which point both the ‘public and|cannot extend much further north or
the military experts look for first in-|west of St. Quentin.
dications of how the battle is likelyl
to end. |of Laon to north of Rheims.

Although the official reports do not| On the plateau of Craonne severq
go beyond saying that the Germans}ﬁghllng has been going for days, bug
have been forced to give ground be-|there is no late information as to
fore the French attacks, and speak|whether the Germans_or the allies
of Noyon and the district around that hold the commanding positions here,
city as the centre of the operations, | (Continued on page 2)

iGerman Right Wing In
Dangerous Position

Its position runs
thence by way of Chauny and south
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RUSSIAN FLAG FLIES
OVER TOWN OF JAROSLAU

Important Railroad Centre 17 Miles From Przemysl Cap-
tured by Czar’s Troops—More British Officers’ Names
Added to Roll of Honor—Sarajevo in Hands of Servians.

Petrograd, Sept. 22 via London, 7.27| German steamer Professor Woermann,

p. m.—Russian troops have occupied
the fortified Austrian position of Paro-
slau, according to official announce-
ment made here today. The Russian
flag is now fying over the town.

Jaroslau is an Important railroad
centre. A bridge mear the town cross-
es the San River and commands the
passage of that river. The town is
located seventeen miles north north-
west of Przemysl, and is on ‘the rail-
road line between Lemberg and Cra-

REPORT OF DESTRUCTION
OF BHEIMS CATHEDRAL

Rome, via Paris, Sept. 22 (7.41 p.
m.)—Cardinal Lucon, Archbishop of
Rheims, has sent a message from
Paris to the Pope saying that he is
doing all in his power to reach
Rheims, where the great cathedral
has been destroyed by German shell
fire. He has been unable to do so,
however, owing to the occupation of
the town by the French forces. The
Pope has asked for a report regarding
the destruction of the famous edifice.

— e

cow.

Nish, Servia, Sept .22.—Prince
George of Servia sustained his last
wound while leading a charge of a
Servian battalion. A rifie bullet pene-
trated ‘the trunk of his body. It is the
opinion of his physicians that his life
is not in danger.

Prince George was wounded first st
Belgrade in the early part of August
by a fragment of shell when that eciwy
was being bombarded by the Aus-
irians.

Arranging for Recruiting a Welish

Army Corps.

London, Sept. 22, 8.20 p. m.—Harl
Kitchener, secretary for war, has ap-
proved Chancellor Lloyd George’s pro-
posal for the formation of a Weish
army corps. Plans are now being pra.
pared for recruiting throughout all
Wales and Monmouthshire.

Three Hundred German German Re-
servists Captured.

MURDER TRIAL POSTPONED
FOR A DAY

Napanee, Ont,, Sept. 22—The trial
of Dr. C. K. Robinson, of Tamworth,
charged with the murder of “Happy”
Blanche Yorke of Tamworth, was
postponed until tomorrow, the crown
having not sufficient evidence to put
before the grand jury. The court
room was packed to suffocation, but
the morbid slzhueera_ did not see Dr

andoned everything for i 1 de
fense.”

who is d in the ioeal
Jall. London, Sept. 22, 7.07 p. m.—~The

of the Woermann Line, with three
hundred German reservists on board,
has been taken captive and brought
Into Sferra Leon, on,the west coast
of Africa, according to information
which has reached London.

More Names Added to Britains Roll
of Honor,

22

London, Sept. 10.10 p. m.—The
official press bureau tonight issued a
casualty list under date of September
17, which shows 28 officers killed, 46
wounded and 14 'missing. Three offi-
cers previously reported as missing
Rave returned to their commands.

Of other ranks 150 wounded and
202 missing are reported.

Botha Will Take Charge in German
West Africa,

Bulletin—London, Sept. 23, 12.32 a.
m.—Gen. Louis Botha, premier and
minister of agriculture of the Union
of South Africa, will take supreme
command of the British operations
against German Southwest Africa.

Sarajevo Falls Before Servians and
Montenegrins.

London, Sept. 22—The Rome cor-
respondent of the Star says the Ser~
vian and Montenegrin troops have oc-
cupled Sarajevo, which was abandoned
by the Austrians, after an overwhelm-,
ing defeat.




