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np! ‘prope
to a taithml and distinguished officer,
and might to some extent reconcile
him to the lcss of his.command when |
it was deemed desirqblc to replace nﬁ;ﬂ
by a younger man. ‘But Sir Ch
was not very clear as tc the purpose

to be served by the elvll,hn colonels, | ,ufm ‘Mr. ‘Davin defended ths |
proposition | as it ‘stood. It was of

" Mr. anser of Gvyuboro dropped -in -
4 little late, without having heard Dr. !
Borden's explanaiion of the purpose of |
his' bill.  Not knowing that the chiet
aim propesed was to make colonels
out of civmans. ‘Mr. . Fraser jumped
with his 268 pounds of avoirdupois on
tin-pot titles.” He explained that he
once went to California, finding hin-
gelf a captain in Maine, and passing
up through variouis steps to the rank
of colonel on the Pacific coast. Mr.
Fraser did not say how much he aided
and abetted tkis fraud. but pointed out .
/dts disadvantages. All the way home
again Le passed through stages of
degradation, until he reached the Can-
adian border with a rank of captain.
He described in wild burlesque the
attitude of the unmilitary colonels who
tumbled over their swords and who
claimed military preced2nce. in: the
drawing room, while they occupied the
rear in time of action.

Sir Charles reminded Mr. Fraser
that he was reflecting severely on his
own leader, Col. Laurier, who had re-
ceived that honor from the Laurier
government, and had earned it by his
strategical work and fine military cap-
acity in the control of a someWwhat in-
subordinate force. Mr. Fraser, of
apurse, retaliated by suggesting that
Sir Charles himself deserved a title
on those grounds, but the opposition
leader pointed out that the government
at least had not so recognized lns mil-
itary skill,

Mr. Osler of Toronto. came to the
relief of the member for Guysboro, who
was in danger of a charge from the
light brigade of civilian colonels in
front of him. _Mr. Osler quite agreed
with Mr. Fraser, holding that the gov-'
ernment might as well make an arch-
bishop of Mr. Charlton as a colonel of
Mr. Dobell, He sawi no earthly rea-
son why men . who are not soldiers
should claim the title of a soldier, and
protested that in these times of mili-
tary interest it was unseemly and
undignified to be giving to public men
as a reward for political service, the
titles that belonged to men in the
military service.

A little more cross-questioning ob-
tained from Dr. Borden a list of the
lieutenant colonels already appointed
to honorary rank. Dr. Borden was
not quite clear that he had the power
to make these appeintments and- at
this stage it was gathered that the
bill was.intended as much to give
effect to this irregular action as to
make new colonels possible. The great

¢ industry of colonel-making seems to

have come in with this administration.
The only honorary colonel manufac-
tured by the late government was Col.
Gibson, who - was then Sir Oliver
Mowat's colleague in the Ontario gov-
ernment. This appointment may or
may not have been regulai, but the
man appointed@ had no partizan claims.
He had been for many years the head
of the Dominion Rifle Association,
and was well known all over Canada
as a leader in all militia movements.
The present government developed the
enterprise of making colonels out of
statesmen who had never been in the
militia. It is, therefore, deserving of*
the higher credit. - While it is an easy
task to make a colonel out
of a -man like Mr. Gibson,
Sir Louis Davies, Mr. Dobell, and the
premier himself are much less likely
material.

While the late government only sue-
ceeded in making one honorary col-
onel, the Laurier ministry has made
about thirty in four years. There is
the Marquis of Lorne, Lord Dufferin,!
Lord Aberdeen and Lord Minto, among
our viceroys. General Wolseley has
been promoted to a Canadian colonelcy
and the rank has been swelled by the
addition of the three Canadian states-
men mentioned above.

Sir Wilfrid Laurier explained that
the Voltigeurs had asked him to be
their honorary colonel, and he had re-'
luctantly consented, in fact the honor
was forced upon him like the Cobden
medal and ‘the knighthood which the
Queen made him' take on pain of her
everlasting displeasure. Then he
gently suggested that the opposition
had accused him at one time of mili-!
tary intentions and therefore —could.
not object to his assumption of a mill-|
tary title. Dr.” Montague remarked
that Col. Laurier did not really shoul-!
der a musket on
He only promised ‘to do so, which was
probably the reason why he refrained |
from doing it, The doctor seriously {
stated his opinion that the less of,
these civilian colonels in this country
the better, and he refused to accept !
from the premier the plea that the
Prince of Wales and the Emperor of
Germany ‘were both honorary colonels
of several regiments. The doctor is,
willing to indemnify the government'
for the colonels it has made, but does
not ‘think that the Bmperor of Ger-
many requires to be duplecated in this
country.

the Saskatchewan. }

i Comstock and Col.

tmional pomlemm;.

This was Mr /McNeill’s" suggestlon
_and wWas followed by a D
that Col.’ Davies should exchange into
the mavy and take the rank 'of ad-
. miral. Scme unkind mémber suggest:
ed that in this ‘case he would be a

course mﬁk ‘humbug:to call a man &

colonel who 'was mot a -colenel; and- ?o ‘

givo the distinction of a ' soldiér to'a
man who never served and meéver fm-
tended to serve as & soldier..  The fact

that ‘it was 'a humbug made it suit.!
able for this governnient,” which never

produced anything clse but humbug
acéministration - and humbug legislg-
tion. Iti'was a‘logical apd proper ‘de-
velopment of their policy, and could
not be taken out of the pmgra.mme
wlthout spoilinz it ;

'ﬂieh ‘came’'a thﬂiﬂ hboét pre&e
dence. 'Would ‘the proposed’ “coloniels
who were not soldiers Rave precedence '
of lieutenant colonels in active ser-
vice?
was quite sure that in the field the
active man would have the precedence,
but he was not sure about the draw-
ing room. Some eynical member sug-
gested . that the statesmen colonels
would not raise a question of prece-
dence in the field in time of war, but
would be quite contént, to march in
the rear. Incidentally, Dr. Borden at-
tributed his idea to, General Hutton.
This vras in reply to a question of Mr.
Cockrene, who had advanced the above
cynical motion.

Mr. Osler again protested that this
was a serious time in military affairs,
and that we ought not now to go fool-
ing' around making efficers who were
not soldiers. “We don’t want to start
where the United States has left off,”
he said, with an. incidental observa-

tion that he ezpeeted to hear of the .

promeotion of Cap. Sullivan. Cap. Sul-
livan, it may be remarked, is one of
the distinguished gentlemen zsscciated
with the ballot frauds, who have had
occasion to vicit the United States. His
title is honorary.

The premier again struggled with the
German -precedent, contending that if
Kaiser Wilhelm could be ever so
many colonels, he and Sir Louis and

Mr. Dobell might be ‘one apiece. Sir
Charles calmly objectel that there'

was some distinction between a mili-
tary country like Germany and a de-
mocracy like ours. He observed that
Dr. Borden evidently had not under-
stood his own bill, which - did not
carry out the purpose for which he
seemed to have designed it. It was
further suggested that the minister
had better withdraw the measure,
give up the craft of manufacturing
volitical colopels and' close down  the
factories. It was pointed out that
when our gallant  officers returned
from Africa they .would be obliged to
give precedence to some political col-
cnel who had never drilled a company
and could not understand a military
order. #

After some remarks by Colonel Dom-
ville, @he purport of which ‘was not
distinctly perceptible to those who
heard them, but who seemed to be
saying that “we have burst like a
flower to the front,” Col. Davies,
all ignorant of what had transpired,
strolled in and was received with a
military salute, followed by
which he failed to understand. Dr.
Montague suggested that Col. Davies
had some military «aualities, but that
he was perhaps too much excited un-
der fire and lacked the necessary
steadiness. 3

About this time WMr. Belcourt and
some other legal supporters of the
government rai®ed the question that
the opposition criticism was entirely
out of place, seeing that the bill had

not a word in it about civilian col- .

onels. They were remninded that the
opposition were not' discussing the
bill, but the minister’s explanation of
it, which made all the difference . in
the world. The measure, however,
was allowed to pass its second read-
ing at the urgent request of Colonel
Laurier, supported by Col. quies and
Col. Dobell. As it was six o'clock,
Col. Bain left the chair, Honorary
, Coloilel Smith, sergeant-at-arms, hav-
ing intimated that it was time for
parade. The whole awkward squad of
colonels went off to mess, Dr. Mon-
tague remarkmg to them as thay de-
filed around the kopje, surmounted Hy
the speaker’s chair, that he would
move  the hoist on the third readins.

It is said that a meeting of the
colonels in the: government is called
to amend the bill providing for con-
ferring the

Brockville ballot-stuffing brigade, who
served with so much distinction »nd

: success in the recent field operations

at West Huron and Brockville. Col.
Holmes tock no
part in yesterday’s discussion.

The dress parade of civilian colonels

suggests the story of the New Eng- '
‘any precaution against treachery. At

Iand humorist, who was at Windsor,
Nova Scotia, at the time
Prince of Wales's visit thirty
ago.

“Let me pass Mr.

Tears

.Soldier,” said

i the man of fun to a personage at a

There was a good deal of fun over;
. Cel. Dobéll, Mr. Davin suggesting that {
in view of his services in connection
with the bottle-necked ships that were
never built he should be @ubbed a com-
modore, Mr. Bennett suggested the title
of ‘‘chief cook and bettle-washer,.” and
Mr. Haggart became so confused that
h2 inadventently addressed Col. Do-
bell across the house as ‘“‘my bottle-
ncsed friend.”  Mr. Charlton offers the
objection that at the present rate of
progress there wouldysoon be w0 ma-
terial left for private soldiers.

Once meoere Dr. Borden putl in his
plea for the non-combatént colonels.
The officers of the regiment were will-
ing for these appcintments. They wish-
ed to recognize ‘the service of  men

' gateway.

“I"want you to understand that I
am no soldier. . I am an officer,” raid
the aide.

“Then please let me pass, Mr. Officer, '

I’'m no soldier.”
) S. D.S.

Wood’s Phosphodine
by all wholesale and retail druggists.

Mr. Borden did not know. He,

‘ course, cnly temporary.
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second ° Cunadidn coht.lngent “is

very much scattered, and it is quite ‘

impossible for one man to tell you
much about the doings of the various
detachments. This condition is, of
In” a short
time—as far, @t least, as the Mounted
Rifles are ccricerned—these scattered
detackments will be united. As T told
vou in my last letiter, both battalions
of the Mounted. Ritles, as  well as
Strathcona’s Horse, are to form part
of a new mcunted fcrce, to be known
as ‘‘The First Mounted Infantry Divi-
sion.” This  division, which will be
some 10,000 strong when it is complet-

! ed, will be under the command of Gen.

Tan Hamilton. It will consist. of two
brigades, cne of which will be com-
posed -exclusively of  colonial .troops..
All the Canadian mounted men will be
in this brigade. 'With them will bLe

'the mounted- troops from Australia;

New Zealand and eother colonies. Can=

adians will be pleased to hear thatthe |
. officer in command of this brigade will

be - General Hutton, who so recently

‘commanded the Canadian militia at

home:

At the present moment the scattered
detachments are situated as follows:
Of the Canadian Mounted Rifles, *‘A”
squadron s in camp at ' Fischer's
Farm, about six miles from here; *'E'’
squadron, under Major Williams, is
“C” and ‘D" squad-
rons are on the march towards this
place; and Strathcona’s MHorse are at
Cape Town, or at any rate;, were still
there a day or two ago. ‘C’” and “D”
squadrens left De Aar in four detach-
ments on_ different days during last
week. They were detrained at Nor-
val’'s Pcnt, the river at the time of
their arrival there being tco deep to
allow of the passage of tl..ins over the
tempcrary, bridge.

From there they started to march to
Bloemfontein—a distance cof about 120
The first detachment composed
of two trdops of ‘C” squadron, under
Cept.. Cuthbert, is expected to arrive
here at any moment now. The other
three dctachments are. each about a
day’s mearch. behind the other, and,

. therefore, it will be some Lime next

week before the whole force will reach
here. When they arrive it is expected
that they will join *‘A” and *B”
squadrong, and that the four squad-
rong will then join General Hutton's
brigade.

“C” AND “D” SQUADRONS
have now been in the field exactly
seven veeks., During that time they
have dore a great deal of very hard
work. Counting the march from Nor-
val’s Pont to Bloemfontein, they have
marched over 600 miles, exposed to all
kinds of weather, mostly without
tents, often short of provisions for the
men, and forage for the horses. A few
men have Leen left behind sick, mestly
with dysentery cr enteric fever, .and a-
good many hLorses have been killed,
but on the whole it is doubtful if there
is a force anywhere in South Africa
who would have stood the hardships
and fatigue so well. Then men and
horses who reach Bloemfontein sound
¢nd in good health will he about the
hardiest lot that will march ferward
with Lcrd Roberts’s army when the
zeneral advance begins.

Meanwhile “B” squadron, who ar-
rived in South Africa several weeks
later than “C’” and “D’’ squadrons,
have had the good fortune to be the
first of the memkters of the fecond con-
tingent to get into action. They had
their kaptism of fire a few days ago.
They came direct from Cape Town to
Blcemfontein, and were the first Can-
adian squadren tc arrive here. Last
week they were sent to the Water-

‘works to Lelp to drive the Boers from

the kcpjes, which. they occupied
strongly in the neighborhood. Joining
in the advance of. Pole-Caréw’s army
from that point towards Dewetsdorp,

Canadian Victoria Cross, °ne¢ day when they were im advance,

on the chief of the West Huron and :

scouting, they approached a large
farm house over which flew conspicu-
ously a white flag. Old campaigners
here are not caught any longer by this
favcrite little ruse of the gentle-mind-
ed Bcer; but our boys were fresh at
the game, and they  naturally sup-
posed that the ruvles would be ocb-
served by their oppenents, so they ap-
proached the house without taking

four or five hundred yards they were
fired upon, and though by a wonderful
piece. of good fortune no men were

, hit, both Major Williams and Lieuten-

ant Straubenzie had their horses shot
They had, of course, to
retire at once, and I hear that Lien-
tenant Straubenzie

LOST EVERYTHING

that was on the horse, which, of

, course, includes d considerable portion
v of his kit, which is always carried in'
{ saddle-bags during work of this kiad.
i The many friends at home of thesz

two popular ‘officers wiil be glad to
hear that the following day when the
column came up to the: house, they
turnt it dowa to the ground, and made
a clean sweep of everything in sight.
It was some little satisfaction to be
able to pay cut the treacherous brutes
even to this small extent, and’if they
g0 ultimately. to the place to which I.
heard them very emphatically con-
demned by a great many of our men,
the time will come when the brutes

‘m-dmorv-e.

' [fthen no immediate prospect of a for-
To Colonel Drury, who ‘

remains with the batteries in com-
M*this ‘stagmation at De Aar is
particulany galling. He was camped
on the same spot six months ago, and
hkeoonmwda‘ybwng:l-nacl&y
oven which the colonel had made for
him when 6 lonig ago he first camped
at De Aar.. Al the ‘officers and men’

jof “D” and “E” batteries envy the

Mounted Rifles their good fortune in
getting at the very thick of it. They
would like to Be on "the firing line,
too, but they rscognize 'the fact that
some one must guard the lines of com-
munication, and they: accept with res
signation their share of this monoton- {
ous wn:. hoping that it will not last

| too long, and that it will soon be.their

turn to go forward to ‘the foremost
fighting dine.

}

Bt pt
tﬁm mgmam physique, their’ ‘decision |
of Torthation and movement, one would |

hardly believe that they were the gay |

| Guardsmen whom we are o accus-

to associate with all that fs !

et uniforan, geid braid 'and pipeclay.
| But there they were, the same siurdy,
stolid men, with the samec perfection
of drill, the same ¢lasticity of step;
cnly now they: had put off their gay

holiday sftire, ‘and’ Had put on ‘their |
working clothes—ithie sombre modern |

war psint of the British . service—the }

The lines of communication, as I gray khakli 'color, in which is dyed

:{ have said, must, of course, be guand- b
“ed :by mléMYv

tine ot cormmunlcation extendq as it
does, all the way from Cape Town to
Kimbenley on one line, and from Port
Blizabeth to Bloemfontein on another.

It is true that a great part of these
lines run through our own country, but
it is one of the significant facts connec-
ted with this campaign that, in spite
of that, every mile of the lines has to
be guarded as carefully as if they were
wholly in the enemy’s country. Imag-

. ine the work of guarding every bridge,

every culvert and every siding of the
Canadian Pacific railway.all the way
from Montreal to Winnipeg, and you
will have some idea of the work that
is entailed, and the number of men

: that are necessary to ensure the safe-

ty of the lines of communcation in
this campaign. On every line of rail-
way, from the sea coast to the front,

_at every bridge and every siding there

) | P A} but it 18 the duty | from the ‘flela: mar”hma
m.otmmmmw ; p mb""' W‘Mmlee hates mmm

"g‘xlmed weather-st

éverviliing human and | mechanical

ned, unornamental
as they were, it stl!red the blood in
the veins of any Britishér to see’ this

' matchless body of warriors: file past :

their leader on the way to battle.
After the Guards came more infan-
try, then a long {rain of artillery,
grim-looking 1% pounders, then mount-
ed'infantry and <avalry, ‘then the

transport, and finally the ambulance. :

For over an hour a long ‘column filed
past, and cne could easily imagine the
man who is respongible for the out:
come of this campaig'n saying to him-
self: “With such men I can go any-
where.”

THE CANADIANS BUSY.

Meanwhile,
were not idle.

our own soldier-bbys

i in the great forward movement that

is a little group of temts that shelter-a. !

detachment of troops. In some places :

there will be as many as twenty or
thirty such temts, in others fewer, and
in some isolated spots by the side of

a little bit of a brldge, perhaps, only }
‘ready with the rest to join in the

one solitary tent.’ Pathetically signifi-

.cant of the isolation and solitude of

the poor felMlows who are condemned
to do this duty is .the practice that
many of them have adopted of holding
up, within sight of the passengers on
the passing trains, a sack upon which
is printed -in as-large-letters as pos-
sible the appeal, ‘‘Papers,
Those passengers who happen to be
looking out of the window apprecidte
its situation generally, and the result
is a shower of old newspapers, and an
odd magazine occasionally, which
doubtless help very much to beguile
the many weary hours of waiting and

watahing to which these solitary little -
. 8o recently vacated.

pickets are condemned.

O OUR ARRIVAL HERE,
for the first time we met some of our
comrades of the First Contingent.. A
number of them are still in camp here,

| though, as you have doubtless heard

from other quarters, most of them are
away with their brigade in the neigh-
borhood of Leeuwkop, where they have
once been engaged, with the unfortu-
nate result of having their colonel
wounded, besides losing one man killed
and two wounded. Colonel Otter was
brought into town today, and we were
all glad to learn that his wound is not
dangerous. But what a marvellous
escape he had. It is the old story—
the story that you hear on every side
among the men who have been under
fire in this campaign—hew one man
gets a bullet through his helmet with-
out his head being touched, another
gets one through his sleeve, others are
strpck - on the buckle of a belt, or
have a spur shot away, in a word, in
a dozen different ways you hear of the

.marvellous escapes that men have on

the battlefield. The case of Colonel
Otter is, perhaps, as remarkable in
the way of a ‘“close call’ as any that
has occurred in this campaign.

He was struck almost simultaneous-
ly by two bullets, one passing through
the flash on the side of his neck, just
missing the jugwalar vein by a small
fraction of an inch, the other striking
his shoulder strap, and tearing it off
his shoulder. . His wound is not at all
damgerous, amd he expects to be well
and on duty again inside of two weeks,
Meanwhile, he has piut away that
shoulder strap, and doubtless, to the
end of his life it will be one of his
most precious momentoes.

As I have been in Bloemfontein only
a -couple of days, I will reserve for my
next letter my impressions regarding
the place, the people, and the general
conditions that now exist in this lit-
tle South African town, upon which is
centred, more than on any other place
in. the orld, at the present rnoment,
the a.ttentlon and interest of the whol>
British raice:

H. 8. WHITE.

BLOEMFONYEIN, May 1.—The
eventful period bas at last begun. Lord
Roberts’s army is on its way to Pre-
toria! For seven long, weeks he has
been getting ready, maturing his plans,
laying in suprlies and: preparing the
way. At lergth' ali is ready, anfl the
curtain- las riren cn the last aect in
the drama of this war. It was a fit-
ting: way of celebrating May day.

Leong before the break of day there
was much bustle and activity in the
camps- that surround this city on
every lkand. Before six o’clock’ the
rhythmic tramp of thousands of the
best drilled foot-soldiers on the face of
the earth was heard approaching the
st:1l sleeping city. It was the Guards’
Brigade, coming at the head of the
Elevenithk Division. Silently,. execept-
ing for that regular tramp, tramp,
tramp, with bayonets fixed and every
rifle sloped’'at exactly the same angle,
they came down the street towards
the Market square in the heart of the
little: town. On the sidewalk, at the
southwest corner, stood Lord Roberts
and his staff. As the column ap-
proached a dram ard fife band struck
up The British Grenadiers, and that
famous regiment, in column of half
companies, went steadily’ past.their
r.vered field marshal. First the Gren-
adiers, then the Scois Fusiliers, then
the Coldstreams, company after com-
pany of them, steadily, evenly, with

Please.” -

Fas ‘at ‘last begun.
all at‘Fischer’'s Farm, and with the
first streak of dawn, they, too, were
on the march nerthward—on the road
to Pretoria. B Squadron had return-
ed only the day before from the firing
line qof ‘the east side, but they .were

advance. All three squadrons march
today to Karee Siding, a distance of
about 20 miles along the railway line:
They are right in the front of the ad-
vance, and their work will be, the ail-
important = work of scouting. D
Squadron, under command of Captain
Macdonald, unfortunately, did not ar-
rive here in time to go forward with
their comrades. They were still on
the road from Norval’s Pont, and
only got in here this morning, some
bours after the other squadrons had
marched up. They went immediately
to the camping ground at Fischer’s

Farm, which the other squadrons had.

This is the

i squadron ‘that went right through to

isquadron, with Major

Kenhardt. Including the march from
Norval’s Pont to this place they have
now done about 700 miles of almost
continuous marching. Most of the
horses are tired, some are completely
worn out, but the men are ready to
follow their comrades without a rest!
With a few remounts, which will be
obtained here today, the squadron will
be ready to go forward tomorrow, and
it is expected that they will do so.
The other squadron will probably con-
tinue the march right on to Brand-
fort, and then probably the squadron
will catch tham, and then, for the
first time the whole of our Mounted
Rifles will be combined in one force.
It is probable that they will not be
separated again during the campaign,
and certainly there is a lot of very
interesting work ahead of them. They
have the nonor of forming part of the
Mounted Infantry division that will
certainly be in the very front of the
advance of the main colymn of ILord
Roberts’s army, and which will follow
the line of railway in what, without
doubt, will be its victorious march to
Pretoria.
be they will always be among the first
to come into contact with him: and
there is no long2r any doubt that they
will have plenty of opvortunities of
distinguishing themselves, and of add-
img lustre to the glory that has already
been established for Canadian arms

by the prowess of the first contingent. !

The only source of diszontent among
the men of C and D Squadrons, dur-

ing their  little expedition with the |

Carnarvon field force, was the entire

absence of an gnemy—or, at least, of :
It is cer- |
‘tain that in their present undertaking

anm enemy who would fight.

they will have all
want,
make things decidedly interesting.
They are now quite happy !

B SQUADRON'’S “BAI'TI.)\I 4

B Squadron, under command of Ma-

the enemy they

‘Jor ‘Williams, retired only yesterday

front their first little brush with the
enemy. In my last letter I gavz somse
particulars of this affair.
those who ware rpresent say, it is
wonderful that no men were hit. It
appears that about 20
Williams and
Lievtcnant Straubenzie, were in ad-
vance of the others. They were about
700" yards from the hous¢ when they
were fired upon. Directly the treach-
erous brutes under their white flag be-
gan firing, cur men were ordered to
dismount. It was while in the act of
dismounting: that - Lieutenant, ‘Stran-
benzie’s Horsz2 was hit in the shoulder,
and instantly killed. Lieutenant
Young’s tioop returned the fire and
covered the retreat. Whan the squad-
ron returned to the spot laier they
found/ that Lieutenant Straubenzie's
horse had keen stripped of everything
on it. As I have already reported, the
house was *burned to the ground, and
I now learn that one of the men who
had ‘occupied it was taken prisoner.
He was brought to. Bloemfontein, and
he is to be tried by courf martial to-
day. Lieutenant Straubenzie will give
evidence against him. I don’t thinkj
there will be sny tears shed by our
men if he is condemned to be shot.

The British generals, it appears, are |

getting tired of this treacherous kind |
of work on the part of the Boers, and

. they are taking what measures of re-|

prigal they can, by burning down the
houses that has sheltered known trai-
tors. - As a consequence there is @

mmm of Second Contingent
Writes from Do Aar to a St.
' 'John Friend.

Wmlum Irvine of this city has re-
ceiyed - the tonorwm; letter of Pte.
Howard, late of E Battery, 3rd Reégt.
‘Canadian Arfillery, and now. with ﬁw
'¢ecord Canadian continxent.

DE AAR, Agril 27, 1900 _
‘My Dear Billy—JIust received your
letter today, and was more ‘than ‘de-

‘lighted to hear from you. Just :«u.med
"like- a breeze from thé ‘Bay of Fundy,

-

own | you Know, sxmww;imm last lbte

e’ﬂrst, as tbey are tew and. m be-
. tween. Urder that heéading yéu might
put the time he had in Cape Town. It
was xnather plearant while it lasted;
‘and it lasted a little too lcng for most
of the beys. Next will some the bad.
You should have seen us up near Car-
narvon or Van Wyck’s Viei, plodding
through the mud and water up to our
knees, generally averaging 156 miles a
day. We had a rcyxal reception at Car-
naryon, the entirz populatica; (about
150), principally. Dutch and . Katfirs,
turning out to greet us, and treating

They were taking part

‘A, B'and C’
Squadrons of the Mounted Rifles were '

‘Wherever the enemy may |

and quite enough fighting to:

Frcm what !

men of the!

to jam, ssndwicktes &nd tea. Van
Wyck’s Vel  reception was quite as
effusive; reason why, no, person. there;
i The, town had been quietly vacated
. by the residents, the rebels having
been there a few days previous and
lected the town. ‘The four days we
stayed tkere: it rained slightly, showers
the like of which ‘were never seen;in
Canada. Our company was stationed
in & dwelling adjoining the school
houvee. It was’'not up'to much,’ how-
ever, as the floors consisted of mud,
and the walls also. me of us got
tired of that and camped in an old
grist mill. We found lots of flour there,
which we of course did not think of
using,. The griddle cakes were all
right though. We only got about five
miles beyond Van Wyck’s Viei when
we came to a river which we couldn’t
get across. So there we stayed; and
that is where the indifterent part comes:
in. The water was deliciously wet and
mucédy, and we had to share it with
the mules and horses. For cur break-
fast we were issued with our hardtack
and cup of. coffee; sometimes with,
more often, without sugar. Then for
dinner we usually had mutton. That
was all right, -what there was of it
We generally got a couple ‘of mouth-
fuls off a bone, then look at the bone
for half an hour and wish for more.
But supper was the meal, the one we
always looked fcrward to. Then we
were issued with five table spoonsful
of flour, and generously allowed to
mske whatever we wished with it.
First day I made a paste of it, the
scrt we used to make when kids, to
stick our kites with. It made a rairly
passable blanc mange when cooled. So
you see wkat you have missed by not
doing unto otlLers as they do unto you.
Cceasionally we managed to fuy a loaf
of bread, for which we paid 2s. (48¢c.)
Then on our war back to the railroad,
during our short stop at Van Wyck's
Vliei, some nice spring chickens came
ruaning around our legs, and they
never went back.  Just below Van
Wyck’s Vlei we buried one of our boys
~nut of D Battery. Rradley his name
was. He was watering his horse when
somehow it got into a hole, and-
flcundering about piteched him off. He
was rescued by one of the Australians,
but he must have been kicked while
in the water, as he did not recover
complete consciousness. He  died the
same evening. At Carnarvon I met a
young damsel, who was rather dark
but net too shady. I won her good
graces by ‘telling her fortune. Talk
about fun. We have been hzre a
couple of weeks snd do not know how
much longer, but you can het we are
tired of playing soldier. We did not
hear of poor Fred Withers's death till
Sam, Fred’s brother, who iz with us,
received word from St. John. Sam
and I have both swecrn an oath to
revenge his death on some of the
* Boers.

There are now fifteen grandsons of
the Duchess of Abercorn serving with
¢ (the, British forces in South Africa.
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A Welcome Knock!
Every mother should welcome into
the household :

Baby’s
Own
- Soap

Like baby himself, though small it
brings happiness, because it is_so
good for baby'’s skin, and makes him
so fresh and nice.

BABY'S OWRN SOAP is made from
purest  vegetable oils, is delicately
scented with flower extracts, and is
pre-emincntly THE nursery soap of
Canada.
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