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ly imported in memory of Auld Scotia 
a certain unassuming

Humble Little Plant 
with a bright yellow flower and a gen­
eral de’gage appearance, 
though gone he is not forgotten, nor at 
present date of writing, is he likely to 
be. It beautifies the hillsides in late 
spring and summer and is patronized 
extensively by the quail later on. When 
cracked ‘com reaches $2 per hundred 
and wheat $2.50, it helps out with the 
chickens on a free run.

Grant passes to the diggings, to the 
Mexican army, to the Turkish contin­
gent in the Crimea, the trenches and 
sickness, and finally, ere the outbreak 
of the Indian Mutiny, to the reward of 
all brave knightly souls.

Scarcely had he built his house, got 
some two acres under cultivation as a 
garden and put up the frame of a saw­
mill at the head of the harbor, where 
a small stream supplied the only readi­
ly available water power, when the 
Muirs came down, father and sons, 
John, Robert and Michael.

John Muir, Sr., had been up north in 
the service of the Hudson’s Bay Com­
pany, in which he continued for many 
years. The sons had been down to 
San Francisco temporarily victims of 
the fever that wilders men’s hearts and 
brains. At last

hands of those he himself has raised 
and trained. Spared, too, is he the 
painful and inavoidable result when 
lesser enterprises, no matter what the 
grit and push of the men behind, them, 
come into competition with capital on 
a vast and progressive scale.

The following year, 1884, the three 
brothers erect on their separate prop­
erties houses more suited to the size 
of their respective families. The little 
Wood side is wrecked on a trip to Al- 
berni in 1888, and the mill,, kept running 
for two years after this mainly for the 
manufacture of boxes, is finally taken 
down in 1890.

With the arrival of Vne Northern Pa­
cific and Canadian Pacific on the coast, 
the early history of Sooke passes.

New men come in, the Milne’s and 
Murrays at Sooke. God tels and Dajps 
at East Sooke, Gordons at Otter Point, 
all with their

Naylor’s Bay westward to the straits guish for years in a sleepy and moss- 
and extending back some two to three grown condition, 
miles. Farther west towards Otter 
Point and the Jordan river there is also 
excellent general farming and fruit­
growing land.

On the Donaldson’s farm, just out­
side the mouth of the harbor, some 
fifty tons of hay were this year taken 
off ten acres, and though too much 
exposed to grow fruit to advantage, 
this farm every year puts out excellent 
crops of grain, roots and vegetables.

Cattle, horses, pigs, sheep and poul­
try of all kinds thrive everywhere, the 
surrounding circle of hills affording 
special protection from the north winds 
in winter.

OME twepty or twenty-five 
Victoria bymiles from 

road, on both sides of a 
harbor unique so far as 
the south

With the traps came the trap owners 
and other people interested, and they 
being of the cultured and millionaire 
class, enter here upon that toy of the 
rich

Whereforecoast of the 
depth of 
capacity,

island is concerned for 
soil and shelter, and 
lies a district whose natural wealth 
calls loudly to the speculator for de­
velopment, and whose temperate cli- 

v- mate and intrinsic beauty beckon still 
more earnestly to those who $o wan­
dering to and fro on the earth 
rest and finding none.

The Automobile.
Now no matter how great and right­
eous may be the wrath and indignation 
of those who, “tamers of fleet steeds,” 
resent the intrusion of this horse- 
scaring monster into their midst, the 
fact remains that behind the automo­
bile are the hands of those who pull 
the strings, and on the pulling of one 
of those strings, miraculous to behold, 
hills are cut down, hollows filled up, 
narrow places widened, ditches made 
or cleaned out, bridges and culverts 
repaired, the primeval forest itself 
brought low, and, as natural results: 
(1) The farmer flits more readily to 
town. (2) The townsman flits more 
readily to the country, and (3) Mutual 
understanding, good-will, and “pat me 
on the back, we’re all Jolly good fel­
lows.”

In the traps, 1906 starts with, in some

seeking

: within 
, all the 
and the 
erewith,

Offering, as no other distrie 
an ecual radius of Victoria can 
attractions of life in the wilds 
varied snorts in connection th 
It is at the same time attaining a so­
cial atmosphere of its own, 
without the conventionality, his much 
of the attraction and ten tipes the 
freedom of city and suburban 

Connected with Victoria bV excel­
lent roads along which four stages ply 
almost daily to and fro, the drive being 
easy work for a good horse in from 
two and a half to three hours, it gives 
the sense of being “in the wprld and 
vet not of it,” an advantage by no 
means to be despised when thpt world 
happens to be one of the main! links of 
the “All Red Route.”

As elsewhere, the older residents 
havq. been the victims of unscrupulous 
nursery agents, but in the younger 
orchards planted out during the past 
five years every care has been taken 
to deal only with reliable men, and 
the local

■whteh.

life. Battle to Fight
Farmers’ Institute

can be fully relied on to furnish all 
necessary information by lecture, in­
doors and out, as to the care and man-

and all still in the midst of the fight­
ing.

Dr. H. A. Francis, at East Sooke, 
brings his much needed, and in many

\

Still more fully is this brought home 
when from a point of vantage one looks 
out over the harbor between wooded 
points of peerless beauty to

The True Pioneers titSS5
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of Sooke harbor had arrived on tho 
scene and "they took hold at once.. Con­
tracts were entered into for supplying 
San Francisco with the piles, three 
deep, needed to hold in its sand-backed 
wharves, cattle and horses were 
brought down from Victoria, Grant’s 
landed interests wrere bought out, and 
a steamer having run ashore at Mac­
aulay Point, they made a bid for its 
machinery as it lay below water; got 
it out and landed it at Sooke.

It has taken about two seconds to 
write the last eight words. Let the 
average man get to work with the ap­
pliances and facilities then at their 
command and he may perhaps get a 
true idea of what it means..

In the fall of ’54 the frame of the 
saw-mill at “Acheernach,” (Shades of 
the Celts!)’ was brought down and put 
.up in the small bay just inside the 
first point to the north of the spit and 
at the west end of the harbor.

Which one, I wonder, of the many 
women and children as they bathed 
there during the past .summer, and 
gazed perchance at a rusty old iron 
boiler peacefully reposing on the shelly 
strewn flat, thought for one moment 
that it was once the motive power, of 
a saw-mill round which the history and 
welfare of Sooke clustered for nigh 
forty yedre ?

During the next ten years Beute and 
Poirier take up

k"X‘"C-attle mwetr'

The Silver Straits
beyond on that great “world traffic,” 
ever growing greater, which more per­
haps than any other one cause Is yet 
to bring the races of mankind into 
harmony. With three post offices, a 
schocl whose daily average attendance 
jg twenty-five, a bright cosy little 
church, a good general store, a black­
smith shop, saw-mill, and public hall, 
it is attaining to that

Commercial Life
for which from time immemorial the 
Anglo-Saxon has been famous, and the 
way in which associations of all kinds, 
political, military, social, and agricul­
tural, have sprung into existence dur­
ing the past two years, demonstrates 
plainly that we have reached the In­
itial stage of the co-operative idea, a 
sure guarantee of further progress.

Of the numerous advantages and at­
tractions incident to close proximity, 
to a large city, we need only draw 
att€ntion to one and that is the facility 
with which the best medical attendance 
at Victoria on the 1st of June, in côm- 
serious illness or accident. In this con­
nection the community stands deeply 
indebted to the various managers of 
th-B local fish-traps during <he past 
four yean* for the readiness with which 
they have invariably arranged for any 
person injured being taken to* town 
by steamer, and consequently with * 
minimum of discomfort, so that ad­
vantage could at once be taken of the 
excellent nursing and doctoring af­
forded by the widely-known Jubilee 
and St. Joseph’s hospitals.

Early History.
In ’49, that historic epoch on the Pa­

cific Coast, when the sleepy dreaming 
ranches and olive gardens of California 
awoke to the mad inrush of the gold- 
seèkers to its gulches and river bot­
toms, there landed from the Harpooner 
at Victoria on the 1st of June, in com­
pany with eight others, a certain Muir 
family, father and three sons.

To the casual idler this was simply 
the landing of so many passengers, but 
to the close observer and student of 
history and of. men, on the faces of 
these four were engraven those quali­
ties which centuries of strife with na­
ture and their fellow-man have bred 
Into the Scotch character, sturdy in­
dependence and indomitable persever­
ance. It was soon to be put to the 
proof.

The “eight others” were the 
Advance Guard

of a Capt. W. C. Grant of her Majesty’s 
Royal Scot's Greys, in whom no amount 
of soft and luxurious living could erad­
icate that love of an adventurous life 
born in the wild freedom of his native 
hills.

Grant himself arrived shortly after, 
having come by the overland route 
across Mexico, and, supplied by the 
Hudson’s Bay Company with the ne­
cessary stores and interpreter, he start- 
with his retainers to found his new 
settlement.

Inspecting and passing by what is 
now Metchosin, and undismayed by 
that formidable four miles of solid rock 
between Beechey Head and Company 
Point, he rounded into Sooke harbor, 
surveyed as to coast line and sound­
ings some two years previously by Cap­
tain H. Kellett, R. N.

Silent as its mountain tops, timbered 
with the mighty giants of the forest, 
fir, spruce, and hemlock, to its water’s 
edge, untouched as yet by the hand 
of civilized man, stern hearts and 
brave were those who looked first up­
on its savage wilderness and said: 
“Here is our home and abiding place.” 
And yet not unto these was it given, 
but to men of still sterner and more 
vigorous mould w'ho came in hot haste 
in their footsteps.

Sailing up the Sooke river the gal­
lant captain got word from the In­
dians encamped on its banks of 

A Great Open Prairie,
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BRIDGE AT MOIR CRUk

on the-left bank of the river. Berne ----------- ---------------------------- ---------
leaves, some pear trees behind and his cases, 'gratuitously distributed rnedi- •
name on a mountain. Poirier goes him cal skill, into the district. Henceforth <
one better as to farms, and leaves six it is no longer the history of the mill
sons and as many daughters, the for-, and its.outjlut, but of the rtiads, houses
mer mighty hunters ancT loggers, and fields, and their development on 
Meesin sells out the inner sifit to .1 ack- both sides of the harbor and farther 
son & Co. Taylor takes up adjoining west.
lands to the east, and Dr. Ashe buys Of the early pioneers of S6oke har- 
West out at the end of the harbor. The bor, John Muir, the eldest brother, now 
back lots northwest of the Muir- pro- turned SO; alone survives. With an in- 
perty are surveyed by Wells, put on the exhaustible fund of amusing stories and 
market and sold to speculators. Chart- general information, it is both a pleas- 
ers takes up fifty acres on the water- Ure and a privilege to listen to his 
front and buys adjoining 100 acres tales of the olden times and his opinion 
from Thompson, with Roupe as his of modern events.
neighbor on the west. Of all these possesseci of all the sterling virtues more than satisfy the wants of those 
early settlers Roupe was the first to Qualities of his rminrrvrmm n who prefer the society of their flocks
demolish his share of the forest, root, respeqct onl from their ^int ’J vlew and herds to that of their fellow-men.
stem and branch. doeg he fall short From thp brnad Of firewood we need not speak. The

Then comes in ’64 the Leech river ., . ronatantlv illumine fallen timber alone is sufficient to sat-excitement, and for some four or five ^nan^e Tt^vUenl" he at isf>' the demands during the next 
months men's heads, as usual, are any rate can take in a loke without twenty years, and a Judicious handlingturned, but the mill and the men be- the aM of T Dost hole Jeer A , fü! »f the standing timber guarantees a
hind it go steadily and unswerving* ^m.ng Zd hotlesMy hospito- ™ ™PP* f°r tIme to

hie wife, to him a true helpmeet and co™!' ... , , _ .
to all the most cordial of friends, well Although the whole Sooke and Otter 
-shé is Just Mrs. John, and for this dlstrict 18 toost admirably suited to
settlement at all events, there is only trult growing strawberries so far have
one Mrs John attained their best development on

the slopes rising to Muir mountain, anti 
more delicate fruits, such as peaches, 
along the sheltered banks of the Sooke 
river.

agement of the treçs a#d their fruit.
* ; Water and wood, as elsewhere on the 
island, are here in abundance, in 
sharp contrast to that text emblazon­
ed in letters of- silver and gold over the 
wooden bunlç of every prairie bachelor, 

“Twenty miles from wood, and ten 
miles from water. God bless our 
home.”

Good springs are struck at depths of 
anywhere from five to fifty feet, the 

. Sooke river above tide level offers an 
unlimited supply of the cattle ranging 
along its banks, and

Various Inland Lakes

cases, burnt fingers, but in all, knowl­
edge and experience gained, 
traps are pushed further out from 
shore, others brought close in. 
the approaches web netting is replac­
ed by wire, cross bracing is more fre­
quently resorted to, early morning 
starts are made to the distant traps so 
as to get the pile driving done before 
the incoming afternoon swell and 
breeze from the Pacific, piles are pull­
ed and stacked in the autumn.

A new and

Some

In

Valuable Asset
has arisen. Germany wants the spring 
salmon. Also, though the sockeye, rich 
pink and full flavored, still stands king, 
for the cohoe or fall salmon three is as 
well an excellent place on the great 
world market. Hence a steady fish­
ing season from the middle of May to 
the end of September. The initial ex­
penses of locations, sites, wharves, web 
and bunk houses are over for 1907-8. 
Much of the plant and material goes on 
as an asset to the coming year, the 
housing of managers and men is made 
more commodious and comfortable, and 
provided due thought is given to the 
generations of salmon, and men, yet 
to come, a permanent industry is es-* 
tablished, which must accrue to its

on.
Under their own sail, among many 

the brigs William,others, sweep in 
Rose, Senator, John Marie, and Lord 
Western, taking finished lumber with* 
them to distant ports, notably San 
Francisco, and in some cases forgetting 
to leave behind its equivalent value in 
much needed hard cash.

The Muirs rising ever to higher 
things, besides numerous scows, have 
put out a schooner, the Annie Taylor, 
a brig, the Robert Cowan, and, crown­
ing effort, a steamer, the Woodside.

The old and somewhat cumbersome 
machinery of the mill is sold, lighter 
is brought and

Agriculture.
Agriculture, the one industry to 

which may be applied the words, “Men 
may come and men may go, but I go 
on forever,” thrives here if not on an

The Fish Traps.
From 1890, when the saw-mill and
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MlThe Mill Removed

from its bay site and brought nearer 
home, some hundred yards in front of 
what is now John Muir’s stately coun­
try house. Here it is run by water 
from dams at Springside and Milne’s 
cedar slough. Burnt in 1875, only to 
be rebuilt and run this time by both 
steam and water power, it is removed 
to its final site near the present gov­
ernment wharf in the winter of 1878-9.

In 1872 the road, such as it is, is 
1 through to Victoria, the Muirs getting 
the contract for the stfetch from Sam 
Morrow’s to Sooke (Woodside), and 
for the first bridge across the river, 
completed in 1873.

During all this time the Indians have 
never given any trouble, having to 
deal with men who’ treated them with 
both firmness and kindness, cattle, 
sheep and horses have done splendidly 
on an abundance of wild food, vetches 
and grasses, though the three-foot 
snowfall of the winter of 1862-3 lasting 
from December to March, gave timely 
warning that for winter supplies at all 
events cultivation must be depended
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general logging operations carried 
by tha^ undaunted band of pioneers, 
the Muir family, ceased, till the spring 
of 1904, when Mr. John H. Tbdd, the 
Columbus of the fish trap industry on 
Vancouver Island, took in an off year 
the chances on two traps, one just out­
side the mouth, of Sooke harbor, and 
the other at Otter Point, this neigh­
borhood fftmdicapped by its distance 
from Victoria, suffered for the want of 
that stimulus supplied by a ready 
market.

With some eight companies working 
in the big year 1905, offering special in- traps and settlers in his new saw-mill, 
ducements in the way of a home mar- j draws his main supply from up the 
ket for milk, butter, eggs, beef and river. All this is the mere water tim- 
mutton, fruits and vegetables, to many ber. The great inland supply remains ) 
of the resident farmers, and good pay as yét untouched if not unthought of. 
and the very best of board to the 
younger and more disengaged men of I 
the district, in a line of work which, if 
it does make unusual demands upon a 
man’s time, is always interesting and 
adventurous and never at any time ex­
hausting, that initial impetus was given 
without which a district, no matter 
what its natural advantages, may lan-

extensive #ale, at any rate, in full 
strength.

Whether it be the growing of wheat 
or the coarse grains, of fruits, nuts, or 
vegetables, or the raising of stock of 
all kinds, the Sooke and other dis­
tricts are qualified by nature to more 
than hold their own with any portion 
of the island, artd in many lines its 
natural advantages of site and climate 

j would tend to make it excel.
I Distance from market, particularly 

in such lines as the small fruits, has 
I hitherto had a somewhat depressing 

in winter, and a bark camp also is effect, and yet during the past year 
kept going to supply the Belmont shoe 
factory and tannery at Esquimau with 
.the >nuch-needed outer covering of

own benefit and that of the community 
in which it has arisen.

Logging.

on

“For many years past Alfred Peatt, 
of Calwood, and the Phillipses, father 
and sons, have put out their annual 
boom on the river, this 3^ear some 400,- 
000 feet awaiting shipment.

A glance at the long half mile of first 
class skid road from the lake to the 
straits, shows that the Milligans at 
Kemp lake, with their frame houses, 
dozen men and four teams, means 
business for another ten years to come.

and here, where the Muirs’ fields, 
meadows and orchards now stand, two ,
of his men, accompanied by an Indian - ^ .
guide through the sombre and awe- ! bome fOTt>' to fifty men and six to 
inspiring forest, came upon a bright seven >"oke ot oxen are ^stantly em- 

prairie where feed for cattle and ! el°yed in the mill or at logging camps.
Muir creek in summer and the haroor

on.

open
horses grew in wild abundance, and > 
where ere long was to arise the glad 
song of the plow.

' *T am the end of things that were,
And the birth of things to be,

My coming makes the earth to stir, 
With the new and strange decree;

Ï am civilization’s seal and sign.
Yea, I am the mighty pen 

That writes the sod with a pledge 
divine,

:

strawberries have been produced here 
second to none on the Victoria mar­
ket. When other districts are feeling 
the effects of a prolonged summer 
draught, vegetables of all kinds may 
be seen growing here as if they en­
joyed it rather than otherwise, the na­
tural result probably of the heavy 
dews and a first class top soil backed 
by a good underlying subsoff.

Although patches and pockets of ex­
cellent land extend all along the south 
and east shores Of the harbor,

Charters cutting rough luhiber for the |

the hemlock.
Kemp. Phillips, and Pete Jolliboy 

j leave the employ of the Muirs and 
I start up for' themselves at Kemp lake 
1 and on the river. Jack Gordon buys 
j out Bill West at the east end of the 

. . ... . , , harbor, and Cartwright and Keil make
And promise to pay with bread and East sooke.

wine
for the sweat of honest men.”

Unfortunately along with various I
°ther refinements and luxuries of civi- ! for some thirty odd years, and with the 
Hzed life the scion of the Grant fami- | satisfaction of passing it on to the of arable land is that stretching from

Summer Resort.
So long as the Victoria sybarites are 

asked to share the tail end of a gram 
sack or the soft corner of a box on a 
twenty-four mile drive, it cannot be 
expected that they will flock down 
here, in spite of the manifold attrac­
tions, in large numbers, but once let

In 1883 John Muir, Sr., dies, having
Held the Helm

The Main Belt

the western sea, stretches a scene al­
most overwhelming in its vastness and 
wild bfeauty. Far away over the blue 
hazes to the southeast, the white peaks 
of Mount Rainier rise out of a sea of 
mist flashing a challenge to their great 
brother of the north, and, gathering 
in strength and majesty as they emerge 
from the hazy recesses of the Sound, 
the grand sweep of the Olympics raise 
their ever-varying forms, clear cut, 
well defined, into the ambient air.
“Serene, aloft, in serried ranks they 

stand.
The guardian monarchs of a forest 

land.”
To the east

Nestles Victoria
in its circle of rock-bound woody coves, 
its streets and prominent buildings, now 
only some fourteen miles away, plain­
ly visible to the naked eye.

The sailing ships in the Royal Roads 
lie peacefully at rest, gathering fresh 
strength for their battle with the wave 
mountains of the Horn or the windy 
giants of the China seas.

From out the misty hazes to the 
southeast creeps slowly.the leviathan 
of the Pacific, as the great Minnesota 
parts in disdain the wavelets of a mere 
inland sea, and steams grandly past 
the only point where alone necessary in 
all this vast reach of straits, Race 
Rocks raises its warning beacon to “the 
ships that pass in the night.”

At your feet, contoured in detail, He
the

Coves and Homesteads 
of Sooke harbor, and In the midst of 
the majesty of nature one realizes the 
still greater majesty of man as undis­
mayed he undertakes to tame to his 
uses these seemingly inconguerable 
giants of wood, mountain, and fell.

A bee, your sole living companion, 
hums behind you, and you awaken from 
one revery as you turn to the north to 
be at once lost in another, for here, as 
the valley of the Sooke river loses it­
self among the hills, is the primeval 
wilderness untamable, the home, to all 
seeming forever, of wild things, the 
deer, the panther, and the bear.

A last good look to the northeast 
over the Saanich peninsula towards the 
islands of the Gulf and the distant 
peaks of the mainland beyond, and 
then amid the boom of the blue grouse 
and the whirr of the willow, you slowly 
and withal somewhat reluctantly re­
trace your footsteps towards the 
haunts and dwellings of men.

“All things come to those who know 
how to wait,” would seem to have been 
hitherto the guiding motto of the resi­
dents of Sooke, for, with its transcend­
ent advantages of site, climate, harbor 
and natural resources, it must strike 
even the most casual observer that 
here is a place which with the

Advent of Capital
and enterprise must sooner or later, 
even independently of readier 
munication with Victoria, develop into 
a most prosperous and thriving com­
munity.

“Heaven” (In the shape of Dominion 
and provincial government), has up to 
within recent years blinked somewhat 
drowsily upon those who have been en­
gaged helping themselves and fighting 
nature in the rough, but the establish­
ment of fish trap /-headquarters has 
marked the first step In advance and 
the promised removal of the 
blocking the entrance to the harbor 
marks a second. It having been pretty 
well practically demonstrated that it 
is most difficult to boom the logs in the 
vicinity of the Jordan river directly 
out into the straits, it naturally follows 
that the timber from this immense 
serve and others nearer by will follow 
the line of least resistance and log­
ging railroads to Sooke Harbor, in 
which case with a certain amount of 
dredging in the harbor a 
lumber mill would 
course arise in this place.

Investigations by experts at the Jor­
dan river demonstrate a 15,000-horse- 
power

com-

rocks

re-

flrst class 
as a matter of

»
Source of Electric Supply,

which could for the greater part of 
the year be supplemented by addition­
al power with its source at Sooke river 
falls, some three miles above the 
bridge.

The construction of a reservoir im­
mediately* above the falls would 
only guarantee an unlimited supply of 
water at all seasons, but the water 
would be situated at such a height as 
would admit of its being easily forced 
to any part of the vicinity likely to 
become residential.

As sites for a summer hotel such as 
the C. P. R. or Koenig’s at Shawnigan 
lake, the following have been sug­
gested:

The head of the inner harbor; the 
peninsula and adjoining land at Nay­
lor’s bay; the point on the right bank 
at the mouth of the river; the cliff 
above the lagoon facing the straits on 
the John Muir property.

With the advent of any large per­
manent industry or a more intensive 
and concentrated form of agriculture 
and a consequently greater population, 
we may look for a 
means of transportation than the ex­
cellent * though greatly 
stages now in use, and whether this 
be a branch from the E. <fe N. at Lang­
ford or an extension of the B. C. Elec­
tric, it would in either case follow the 
line of the Happy Valley - road to 
Metchosin and skirting Mount Blink- 
horn rejoin the Sooke road by what is 
known as the Kangaroo cutoff.

Comfortable and rapid communica- 
tidn with Victoria would attract not 
only a large number of people of the 
summer cottage and holiday type but 
be a very strong inducement to many 
people of moderate means 
Sooke Harbor their permanent resi­
dence.

Incident to the future connection of 
Sooke Harbor with Victoria by rail­
road, steam or electric, there follows 
as a necessary corollary the develop­
ment of the

not

more advanced

overworked

to make

Intervening Districts
between it and the Queen city. From 
Colwood on to Otter Point and the 
Jordan river, at all points along this 
route, can be poured in for years to 
come a constant supply of that much

S

(Continued on page 4.)

1

this Initial ditilcuity of transportation 
be overcome, either by land or sea, 
and rival concerns may start to hang 
out their sign, “Closed for the holi­
days.”

We hear of a prominent Victorian 
repairing by train one fine morning to 
spend some weeks in recuperating ex­
hausted nature at a certain world- 
famous summer resort, and returning 
that same evening dismayed at the ex­
cessive heat, for which, in justice to 
said resort, bush fires may be in great 
part responsible, but to make things 
square, we’ll just start a little bush 
fire here of our own and yet guarantee 
to keep our friend cool all the same. 
In the first place we’ll give him his 
choice of salt water bathing, either at 
the Muir’s beach on the straits, the 
bay inside the harbor at the site of 
the old mill, the Sooke river within 
stone’s throw from the bridge, or Nay­
lor’s or other coves at the east end of 
the harbor. All he’ll have to do is to 
write down on a card the temperature 
required, and we

Like the Genii
in the fairy tales, will do the rest. If 
so benighted as to prefer fresh water, 
let him trundle to Kemp lake or the 
upper reaches of the river, 
fear the gentle and inspiring induc­
tions of the straits, then let him pad­
dle his own canoe or sail his yacht 
on the perfectly sheltered waters of the 
harbor. In spring and autumn let him 
bring his rod and gun. He will have 
his choice of all the fish and small 
game, and with good guides most of the 
big game that the island affords. As 
elsewhere, his pencil, paint brush, or 
kodak, may find constant employment, 
and if of that sterner stuff which sees 
in rifle shooting the guarantee of a 
nation's freedom, within and without, 
he will be welcome at the association’s 
gathering any Saturday afternoon on 
the Spit.

Though winter is the season mainly 
devoted by a gay and light-hearted 
though by no means, frivolous, society 
to tepsichorean measures, yet the qual­
ity of the summer dances more than 
makes up for their quantity, and the 
local fair sex as usual seem partial to 
strangers, “choosing the ill they wot 
not of to the good that eve» surround 
them.”

From the casual visitor to the 
Permanent Resident

Does he

is but a natural step, and for the man 
with a small independent income, the 
east of the harbor, on a line drawn from 
the west comer of Naylor’s Bay to 
that of Caffrey’s Cove on the opposite 
shore, fairly bristles with the most 
charming building sites and locations. 
While the general character of the 
land does not in this part of the district 
admit of farming on any extensive 
scale, yet the openings for small or- 
chardg and" poultry are all that can be 
desired, and on the northern side the 
comparative nearness to Victoria would 
to many be an additional attraction.

The call for a good resident doctor 
is urgent, and if some one of those 
wasting their sweetness and energies 
in the highways and byways of east­
ern cities were, with the aid of some 
small capital, to locate in this direc­
tion prepared to back up his doctoring 
with some small scale farming, it 
might be a further incentive to his ef­
forts to save and conserve life on the 
grounds that here at all events it Is 
worth living.

Among the recent additions to the 
names on the list of our permanent 
residents is that of Mr. Bonnycaetle 
Dale, the weli-knowrn naturalist, now 
engaged in building himself a most 
picturesque little cottage on the north 
shore of the outer harbor. His article 
on “The Great Northern Diver,” hold­
ing the post of honor in the August 
nupiber of Country Life in America, 
and the, if possible, still more deeply 
studied piece of work, “The Mystery of 
the Salmon,” in the September Outing, 
qre alone sufficient to proclaim him a 
student of nature of the first order. 
The latter article describes in graphic 
detail the fall inrush of the salmon to 
their spawning growns up the Sooke 
river, and we are favored in this gen­
eral account of the district with a 
sketch from his pen of the natural his­
tory and bird and fish life of Sooke har­
bor.

Speaking broadly as to climate, of 
all parts of Canada that of Vancouvcer 
Island is the most attractive. Of the 
island itself the southeastern portion 
has various

Distinct Advantages
over the western and northern, and of 
that southern portion the vicinity of 
Sooke harbor may fairly be said to 
have all the advantages with none of 
the. drawbacks of the surrounding 
districts, moist without the excessive 
moisture of some, dry without the ex­
treme dryness of others, sheltered from 
the northwinds in winter, the bite taken 
out of the southwest winds in spring, 
as they do not here pass over snow­
capped mountains, a practical total ab­
sence of snow and the consequent 
slush in winter, and the full fresh­
ness without the violence of the breezes 
from the Pacific.

With the advance of agriculture and 
the consequent practical total clearing 
of the heavy woods on the lowlands, 
that holding in of the moisture, at 
present a defect in the winter season, 
will totally disappear, and only those 
chronics who, while in this world pro­
fess to be not of it and whose time is 
mainly spent in bottling up practical 
suggestions for the Almighty, will find 
any cause to grumble.

In a land teeming with the beauties 
of primeval nature, needing only the 
art of man to soften, intensify and hu­
manize the foreground, for the back­
ground of forest and mountain must 
stand up forever in its wild majestic 
perfect and unsullied, one naturally 
hesitates

To Qepict the Charms 
of any particular locality, yet it would 
be an injustice to one’s surroundings 
not to draw attention to the magnifi­
cent panorama which can be seen here 

any fine clear day from the top of 
Mount Shepherd.

From where in the east Mount Baker 
raises in solitary grandeur its vast un­
rivalled snowy cone, to where 150 
miles distant Flattery dips its cruel 
promontap' into the sunlit waters of
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EN L00K0U 
1 AEON TO HAWAII i

b Thinks Manuka Will 
ifficulty Embarking 
Castaways.

-*1In. Tuesday’s Dally).
E instructions received from 
ft of the Union Steamship 
I Sydney, Capt. John Gibb, i>f 
In-Australian lineÿ Mara ms. 
lid here to-day from the Anti- 
la sharp look-out; ft r the miss- 
lip Aeon, now known to be 
ftiristmas Island.
1er leaving Brisbane a crow’s 
lilt on the foremast and look- 
ire kept constantly on duty.
I left on August 31i t and Bris- 
t. 2nd. At 11 p. m. on Septem- 
llner reached Suva and loaded 
If sugar.
la the Marama w|ent to the 
[up, situated approximately in , 
1st. lat. 4 south, where it was J 
lAeon might have gone ashore.
L the steamship whistled off 
Ittlement at Sidney Island, the 
lant of the lonely! group, and 
lite man living there came off 
I He reported having seen no 
I Aeon or her people, and th©
Is at once headed oh her course 
lu. Until the Hajwaîïan port 
H the look-out at! the crow’s 
aintained, and the passengers, 
1st having been thoroughly 
ly the knowledge that a waten 
maintained in jhe hope of 

I the missing stea 
r topic for conve 
16th the Canadiah-Australian 
>d Honolulu and was tmmedi- 
red with inquiries. “Did you 
|g of the Aeon,” was asked by 
[who visited the ship. Among 
nxlous inquirers Was the busi- 
horn Sydney to wlipm the largo 
f gasoline engines was being 
Ban Francisco. He had hoped* 
m to hand, along with other 

totalling over lj,400 tons of 
time for the opening of the 

non in New South Wales, 
s gentleman was bemoaning 
f these engines one of them 
; a ship’s boat, in which it had 
led with infinite labor, from 
Island to Fanning, with Capt.
1 some of hie officiers from the

mehip, found ! 
rsatlon.

Honolulu on Tuesday last the 
ade a good passage to port, ex- 1 
moderate sea and fresh north- 
to the Straits.

Ly last the linèr passed the , 
tnship Den of Ruthven, bound 
hey, N. 8. W., New Zealand 
rt and Honolulu to Victoria. 
r Ruthven was making about 
: .e is expected to reach part 
” .e only other vessel, sighted - 
* from the Hawaiian port was 
li-bound
: ‘ a, which is due at- Fanning . 
lay, and will proceed to Christ- 
1 to take off the crew and pas- 
*om the Aeon who

-

Canadian-Australian

are caet-

b, of the Marama, In conversS- 
a Times reporter to-day, ex- 
: opinion that the Aeon will be 

He also said that thereck.
rould have a lively time taking 
etaways as there was a strong 
itting in toward the low-lying 
anchorage and a heavy surf to 
led with.

ITT AT GREENWOOD.

|ood, Sept. 21.—The big strike 
trade chalcopyrite ore on the 
roper Company’s Mother Lode 
e already been productive of 
I results to Greepwood camp, 
iwners of mineral claims have 
irospecting and development 
B tenders are being called for. 
iber of outside mining men 
ently visited the camp, among 
ng Messrs. Hinckley and Mof- 
om It is said will undertake 
t development work on the 
id group at Dead wood and ad- 
:he properties of the B. CL 
Company and the Dominion 
Company.

NGEROUS CRIPPLE.

|x, Sept. 21.—A. V. Roe, who for 
me has been agent for the 
lorthem railway at Hale, five 
fm here, was lodged in Phoenix 
la serious charge. For some 
last he has been causing sec- 
h considerable trouble and on 
Hay had some dispute with 
bly, a rancher, which resulted 

threatening to poison the 
k stock. Vigorous gun talk was 

with threats to shoot several 
ki the vicinity, and a valuable 
hlonging to Trombly was shot. 
Lnt was then sworn out and 
e Docksteader arrested Roe, 

it cripple, being minus an arm. 
h Hale is only a depot in a 
ss, he had several imaginary 
kamed and labeled.

ARING RIGHT OF WAT.

Westminster, Sept. 21.—Tha 
of the right-of-way for the 

ktric line Into this, city from 
[is progressing rapidly, and will 
leted in a short time. Work will 
started on the clearing ef the 

[way for the cut-off line to 
fer, which will be built to avoid 
ry grade on Twelfth street.

ORDERED BY BURGLAR.

orning Crime at Elkhorn, Man.— 
Assassin Escapes.

In. Man.. Sept. 22.—Michael 6 a gar. 
F of Lambert & Earle’s store 
Ils shot and killed by a burglar 
lis morning. Sagar entered the 
[ 3.30 this morning for the purpose 
ing a gun for a hunting party, 

shot down by the burglar, who 
dently looting the store and was 
S in the act. The man escaped.

)

ED MAN ASSAULTED.

21.—Richard Bd-uver. Sept, 
blacksmith foreman, 6$ year, 
trlker from the C P. R- shops, 
kaulted on Saturday by George 
L strike breaker from Salt Lake 
fbe case- will be heard In court
iw.
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