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1I The Skis Do Not Prevent Accurate Sharp-shooting. -
Hi if if-■lllirSSI :

Norway’s Soldiers on Skis 
Advance, Retreat and Ex­

ecute All Sorts of War- 
Like Manoeuvers at^ÊÊÊÊ 

a Speed of 30 
Miles an Hour

UMTED on skis, the Nor­
wegian infantry travel 
thirty miles an hour—twice 

ss fast as the fastest tavalvy in the 
world. This great rate of speed is 
possible only where there is a slight 
grade, but even on level ground the 
ski-men can cover from fifteen to 
twenty miles an hour.'

The skis used by the Norwegian 
soldiers consist of flat pieces of 
■wood eight to twelve feet long and 
four and a half to six inches broad, 
which are strapped to the feet, and 
as full Pf mischief as any inani­
mate object-could be.

It is no easy task to go at rail­
way speed with a rifle and full 
marching kit on yoiy back, though 
there is a guiding ptfls to help cut 
But. th'e J^orwcgUn. Infantryman,, 
trained from childhood in the 
of skis, is .quite at home and makes 
light of his burden, 
woodmanship and can glide in and 
out of the trees without a crackle 
or sound to bctlay Iris whereabouts. 

tVhcn marchiug orders are sounded
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m The Norwegian" Ski Men P 
On Their Skis. They Can 
Thirty Miles an Hour 
Down Grade.

IIS

SI$
The Ski 
Men’s 
Camp 
During 
Winter 
Mm- 

oeuvres.
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in space. The significance of 
figures may be appreciated 

' it is remembered that the i 
for the running broad Jump i 
than twenty-five feet. The M 
gian record for ski-jumping is 
two metres, or nearly a himdre 
thirty-eight feet.

The ability to makey thes 
bounding jumps on skis is 0 
greatest importance to the N 
giân soldiers when on scouting 
Otherwise impassable gulchei 
thus easily passed over and : 
not suflicientiy frozen to 
weight of 1 marching soldier 
overcome* in a similar mannei 

How the Norwegian soldie 
pear on their wonder-workini 
is shown in the illustrations.

in the recent winter manw 
in. which ten thousand infant; 
participated the value of Skis 
adjunct in warfare was clea 
m castrated.

Over roads piled so high wil 
that cavalry would have be 
able to make any progress 
ever, the infantrymen mount 
their Skis covered from twe 
«thirty miles\ an hour withou 

the ground in transit. But the ski hap of any kind. / 
is simply a narrow strip of wood. Of course, it would not be 
pointed and curved up at the end. ticable in most instances f<
The under surface is fiat, haf sopje- artillery w'Ub tbeir heavy
times has a groove running from follow the infantry over the
end to end. ■ tia^,mufle «d passeur.

In the greàt ski-jam pi-ng compe- aiishtng the scouting the si 
tition at Holmenkellen, Norway, sing soldiers would be ext
every year, thousands compete, and valuable in the northern coi
some remarkable jumps bave been In Russia, the soldiers oftei 
recorded^

Jumpy of seventy-eight and ninety 
feet are now looked upon as ordfr 

Northwest, and at which our North- , nary feats, and many of the experts 
western Indians are adepts. The
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>Norwegian Infantry Skis Stacked in Camp.
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the leader swiugs out and keeps up 

é a hot pace Once iu sight of a sup" 
posed enemy, a pile of sflow ic 
quickly scooped up. and ensconced
behind this simple .but effective prr ■ ^ „
tecticn. the ski-men can take po: Norwegian Soldiers Crossing a 
shot’s with their Krag-Jorgenson 
lilies at the foe.

It is easy to see what an enor­
mous advantage the ski-men would 
bave over a heavily burdened force 
laboring through

body skis. There'-they start when 
they are infants and keep it up 
through life. It is the one sport in 
which rich and poor alike can in­
dulge, for there is no expense at-' 
t&p|t£g to it. Home-made skis are 
just as effective as the most expen­
sive ones procurable. King Haakon 
and Queen Maud are both followers 
of the sport, but they derive no 
îàore pleasure from it than the Nor­
wegian small boy does on his skis 
maije out of barrel staves.

Ski-lng must not be contused with 
snow-shoeing, a sport which has

ff’ snowshoe is a tennis-racket-like af­
fair, and the feet are lifted from
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Behind Mounds of Snow, the Norwegian Soldiers Are Poor 
Tantets for Their Enemies.

twelve years in all in the line. He lanovaro, a total fighting strength 
then serves eight years in the Land- of 110,000 trained men. 
varn, or senfi-reserve, and is in the Although the feats of the Norwe-
real reserve orv Landstorm up to gian ski-men seem wonderful tb the long been popular in Canada and the 

■ | The army has a uninitiated, they create no particular
war footing of 30,000. and with the attention in Norway, where every-

r ;
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mijr|i: Pass On Skis.
they do uct make the speed that 
the Norwegians make on skis.

There is no regular army in Nor­
way, but a national militia, in (vbich 
service is universal and compul­
sory.
called upon as soon as be reaches 
the age of eighteen.

I ■

l

i Iff the impeding 
snow The political map of Europe 
might have borne a different aspect 
bad. Napoleon's veterans been sim- 

, I tarty equipped in the retreat from 
Moscow."

In Holland the infantry use skates 
on Jpg. but, Mils limite them to the 
track pf the canals, and even -on ice

Every male is liable to ber

in Can. 
been uti

use of enow shoes, 
snow shoes have ' 
some extent by the militer, 
neither the Russians nor th< 
dlans b*vp yet the efficlencj

have jumped over one hundred feet Norwegian Skiunen.

He serves
forty eight days, in the training 
school and twenty-four days with 
his corps in bis first year, and then 
twenty-four days in bis second, the age of fifty, 
third and seventh years, serving
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A NIGHT IN THE DESERT By Sven Hedin The Famous 
y Swedish Exploi
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;-XAM 5EV.\R, “the riding king,"" chief of a warlike tribe 
in Western Baluchistan, is sitting one evening smoking his 
pipe at the campfire in front of his black tent, which has 

been pitched near a tamarisk. The tale teller has grown silent.
From cut of the darkness of the night appear two men dressed 

in white with white turi)àns. I hey tic the dromedaries and pros­
trate themselves in front of Shah Scvar, who bids them rise and 
help themselves to tea from the big iron pot. 
thing is full of life, 
long muskets, lances, swords and poniards. Severjf of them arc
leading dromedaries.

Now fourteen men are seated around the flaming fire. Jt is 
shatigcly silent ih this circle and Shah Sciar's face is stern and in­
scrutable. At last he asks.

"Is everything ready?"
"'Yes," roines the answer4from everywhere.
"Is tire pov. derhorn full, and lead in the bags?"
"Yes."
“Have the waterskins been filled?" <
"Yes.”

ahdi,rest during the hot hgurs of the day. 1 They never rest at 
springs where they might meet other people.

At dusk they are once rriorc in me toddles. They are riding 
faster now than the night before and in trie morning they stop at a

s is to be seen here, not even, a lonely ravp or vulture, which might plan. All are dead bred and strètch themselves out m 
warn the inhabitants of 8am of the aRiroaching danger. With- (ground, Some of the men slept, while excitement kept < 
out a moment’s rest they travel all day. I he nder* are as Silent v: awake. Four sentries keep a sharp lookout. The town of 
as the desert itself; the only noise is the labored- breathing of the ,s not in sight, but the hills at die foot of which it lies arc p
dromedaries and the sound of their feet cgainst the hard ground. visible. If night were only here now! "

I he day has been calm and sultry. Now comes a faint b 
from die north and Shah Sevar smiles. An eastern wind v 
hav*; •forced him and his men to make a detour, that the wai 
dogs of the vjllage might not scent tHcm too soon. It is 9 o*< 
In an hour all Bam will be asleep. The men have finished 
meal and put die remaining dates, cheese and bread back into 
pockets. “Do you want# us to empty the Waterbags to lighte 
dromedaries for the attack?4' a man asks.

“No, replies Shah Sevar, “perhaps we shall not have be 
fill them again when we retreat."

“ The hdur has come," he says, “arms ready!” The qjj 
up and ride slowly toward* the village. “I will ride faster 
when I discover anything suspicious, and then you will follow! 
Three men with lhe extra dromedaries remain a little behind.^ 

Like falcons the riders stare toward their goal. It is still* 
kilometres away, but their sharp eyes even now distinguisH 
trees in the gardens of Bam. 1 hey draw closer. Suddenly a’j 
barks and all others follow. They have scented the dromedafl 

“forward! the Shah cries. The dromedaries race along.j 
know the game and need no spurring on. Their necks are U 
parallel with the- ground and the white foam flies from t 
mouths. The dogs bark more furiously than ever ; some of d 

out to meet the attack. The robbers reach the village d 
The air is rent with cries of despair; the sleeping peop($ 

aroused; women and children flee to the hills. Therfc is no jj 
to organize a defense, there is no leader and the attack has | 
too suddenly. Like scared chickens the miserable inhabitants 
hither and thither and die robbers fall upon them. Shah 1 
directs the attack sithng high up on his dromedary. The « 
jump off and, ovçrpower three men, twelve women and six chi| 
who are tied and placed under guard of two Beluchis whSj 
others search the nearest houses. Their booty is two young 
whq fight desperately, two bags of grain and some silver. 

"How many slaves?" roars Shah Sevar.
“Twenty-thrçe,” comes the answer.
"That is enough- Pack up."
The slaves and booty are tied to the backs of the extra jti

■

rail spring. During the third night the dromedaries begin to
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In a moment every- 
More men come up to the ârf, all carrying
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"Have you provisions in your pockets?"
"Yes. Dates, sour cheese and bread for four days."

our goal this time is Ba.n.

«t
V

k
t z“I told you the day before yesterday 

Bam is a very.populous village. If we are discovered too early, 
the fight will be hot. We must sneak up to it like the jackals of 
the desert

i. - y Mi« V* : 6 run|,r V-

3The distance is five hundred kilometres, four days’ I1

Sride." XZ

XI.Shah Sevar sits for a while staring into the flames, then he asks; 
"Are the dschambas fresh?"

"Yes.”

Zl
i %

\.. X
"And have we ten extra dromedaries for the booty?" 
"Yes."
’He arises and all the

it. c
Ii Hj

AXZ
d&Lmen follow his example. Their fierce 

faces ate glowing, red like copper, in the firelight They are not 
thieves; theft is contemptible, but plunder and robbery are manly 
ptcupahpjfis and a man’s fame grows the more slaves he takes 

Sit,UP, the chief commands in a low voice. Muskets are 
thrown across the shoulders and clash against the belt with its 
powderhorn, leather pouch with bullets, flint, steel and tinder.

-“Id the name of Allah," Shah Sevar cries, and the little crowd 
twit* away into the night. They follow a well known trail, gained 
by the stars. Dawn comes, the sun rises and the shadows of the
dromedaries fall- on the firm yellow sand in which nothing grows. t .i .
Not a word wa, spoken during the night. When the first 120 Sh whTf ^ tl’ whm th? TJ**’^ hp$
kilometres have been covered, the chief says: "We wfll stop at ^ j 7^, aK "0t^:ed-| °nl>' “W™? o{
the hot springs ” F Breath, but onward they have t<^ trot always toward the West,

When- they reach there they fill the waterskins and' lei the - ^ ( -

Tt“ -» » *- b- j'jsxsss tti is
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ryZ5 “Hurry, hurry,” cries the chief. “The sanie way 
There is some confusion. The ropes of some of the die 

daries have become tangled. The chiief'» eyes have discovétâ 
crowd of armed men coming up. Three shots ring out and « 
Sevar falls backward in his saddle. His dromedary is scared! 
starts to run toward the desert. His left foot is caught in the j 
rup, his head is trailing in the dust, which staunches the l| 
from a wound in his forehead.

Then the foot slips out of the stump, and "the riding king" 
a dead body at the gate of Bam.

UeeiL% r ;

- • IÉ : “His Left Foot Is Caught in the Stirrup, His Head Is Trailing in the Dust.”
When the sun sets they still have twenty kilometres to

Then Shah Sevar stops his dromedaries, and, as if he feared dial 
his voice might be heard in Bam, he whispers : “Halt!” A soft 
whistling and the animals bend their knees and lay down. The 
men jump from their saddles and He the front legs of the beasts to-, 
gether with short ropes that they may not

r ■
;■ cover.j :T j'il!
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