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n«d« rewjjr for the Lnnehmg when .n exwp.
tional ice jam suddenly foraed, oaubg the waters of the

^Z^u"^:. ^' P""-^ •" *•»• ««" ''»'*«»» *«« now
carried by the water np against the steamer beeame sogwat and dangerous that it was necessary to bloek her up

J^IV*"!!"**'"?. *•? """y '°'"^ *° »«'• her furtherbMk into the gully, from here, after the waters had sub-
sided, she was sueeessfully launched.

Another instance was in 1883, when the waters and ice
rose exceptionally, but beyond sweeping the sheds off the
ijewiston docks no exceptional damage was done.

This latest ice jam of 1908-09, was according to past
records and the traditions of the oldest inhabitants, the
worst that had ever been experienced. The winter had
been severe and much ice had formed in Lake Erie and on
the upper river. This was brought down in successive
rushes m the spring during alternating frosts and thaws,0 that, the nver between Lewiston and the mouth had be-
oome jammed from bank to bank with hu»!«) iloes of ice
heaving and heaping up on one another and binding to-
gether with lerracs, and crevauet much like the ice river
of an Avalanche. As the sueoeMive ioe runs came down
thoy were dnven under the floes untU at length the masses
grounded on the shallows at the mouths below Niagara-on-
the-Lake.

The river being now blocked up, the waters gradually
rose fully twenty feet higher than usual bringing the ice
floes with them. With the exception of a few places where
small sections of water could be seen, the whole Rapids
from the Whirlpool to the outlet of the Gorge at Lewiston
was packed with ice and the rapids eliminated, a condition
never previously known. As the spring thaws came, the
ice mounds, being unable to get exit below, mounted sUll


