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Of the coals named in the above list, that from theFoord pits appears to

give the best result in ga,s-making, from its large gas-content, the high

illuminating poAver of the gas, and the superior coke produced in its car-

bonization. ^, , . T^ 11
• J

The Drummond coal, and the'coals of the Old mines, Dalhousio and

Cac^e pits, appear to stand next, the value of the other coals for gas pur-

pos^es falling slightly below these. The stellarite and oil-shale of the

Acadia mines are most valuable for mixing with the coals, to increase their

illuminating power, but would not be of great value if used alone, for two

reasons : because their cokes are worthless, (being merely a cinder, with

but a few per cent, of fixed carbon, and therefore useless m heating the

retorts); and because the gases produced in carbonizing them are too carbon-

aceous for use with ordinary burners. Good coke is not only valuable to

the gas-manufacturer as a merchantable product, but also is used for

heating the retorts, and therefore cannels, and substances like torbamte,

stellarite, and albertite. though producing a large amount of highly carbu-

retted gas, are seldom used in gas-manufacture, except m mixture with

coals furnishing a good coke.

I shall now proceed to give such facts as it has been possible to procure

concerning the value of the different coals of this district in gas-manufac-


