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the wickcdnefs of men. And when we colifider the

fury ant! r ige, the mutual carnage and dcllrudion

of nations, does is not appear that they have been
drinking of the intoxicating cup of God s holy in-

dignation ? Elfe why are they thus maddened in

their pafllons to wreak their vengeance on one ano-

ther ? Why does a nation, upon the flighteft pre-

text, rife up againft nation, fothat " blood toucheth

blood ?" And does not the companionate Saviour

now weep over this infatuated land? Does
he not liiy to America, in the language of our text,
** 0^, that th u bad/i known, even thou, at Icajl^ in this

thy day, the things which belong unto thy peace ! Oh,
that thou hadft hearkened to my commandments

!

Then had thy peace been as a river, and thy righ-

teoufnefs as the waves of the fea." Had we as a na-

tion hearkened to the God of our fathers, and to

the maxims of wifdom contained in his word, th*^

had, even now, been our happy cafe. We fhould

not have been compelled to witnefs " the confufed

noife of the warrior, and garments rolled in blood."

Had we, our fathers, our princes and people, all uni-

ted in maintaining the worfliip of God, and unfeign-

ed obedience to his laws, our national profperity

would not have been interrupted. 'Jhe things which

belong to our peace would not have been hidden from
our eyes. The bleffings engaged to Ifrael, while they

adhered to the fervice of Jehovah, might have been

expeded in this happy land. " Our fons would have
been as plants, grown up in their youth,—our
daughters as corner ftones, polifhed after the limili-

tude of a palace. Our garners would have been full,

affording all manner of ftore ;—our flieep would
have brought forth thoufands and ten thoufands in

our ftreets—our oxen would have been ftrong to la-

bour—there would have been no breaking in nor


