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to all to achieve distinction. We have political institutions

combining the greatest freedom with the most perfect restraint

upon riot, recognizing the rights of the people without beget-

ting distrust ordisrespect for lawful authority ; neither ignoring

the poor nor bringing terror to the rich
;
giving voice to property

without drowning the tones of labour ; allowing complete self-

government by means of a graduated jurisdiction and, through

a well-understood and easily enforced system of responsibility,

admitting of reform wirJiout revolution, government without

despotism. Our Dominion Legislature will compare favouiably

with any deliberative body in the world. Accident may have

brought to the surface of politics a good many who float by

reason of the cork-like lightness of their brains ; but, on the

whole, our public men are as able as those of other countries.

Our politicians have certainly carried party strife to the

extreme, but it is an axiom that the smaller the pit, the more

fiercely do the rats fight. The world would be rather a stupid

place if all men thought and acted alike. The charms of

novelty and variety are too attractive, even to the idlest and

most listless, to render an unbroken harmony either pleasant

to the eye or grateful to tlie ear. Diversities of temper, of

understanding, of interest, are necessary to stimulate our love

of existence ; our impulses, offensive and defensive, serving as a

preservative from mental paralysis, as a preventive as regards

public langour and impotence, and as a safe-guard against the

enervating influences of a dreary, monotonous dullness. The old

Norse Mythology, with its Thor hammers and Thor hammer-

ings, appeals to us,—for we are a Northern people,—as the

true out-crop of human nature, more manly, more real, tlian the

weak marrow-bones supt;i itition of an efleminate South. For

the purposes of attrition, the bigoted dotard, the reckless em-

piric, and the shallow babbler are useful in their way, as are

also the wise, the cautious, and the prudent. To produce the


