
contrary to the comity of nations can confer on the gran-

tees no rights in excess of those recognized by the laws of

nations.

" It also appears that the United States in claiming

sovereignty over the Behring Sea is claiming something

beyond the well-recognized law of nations, and bases her

claim upon the pretensions of Russia, which were success-

fully repudiated by both Great Britain and the United

States. A treaty is valid and binding between the parties

to it, but it cannot affect others who are not parties to it.

It is an agreement between nations, and would be c m-

strued in law like an agreement between individuals.

Great Britain was no party to it and therefore is not

bound by its terms." '

Judge Dawson, after quoting the first article of the

Alaska cession treaty, charged the jury :

"All the waters within the boundary set forth in this

treaty to the western end of the Aleutian archipelago and

chain of islands are to be considered as comprised within

the waters of Alaska, and all the penalties prescribed by

law against the killing of fur-bearing animals must, there-

fore, attach against any violation of law within the limits

heretofore described.

•'If, therefore, the jury believe from the evidence that

the defendants by themselves or in conjunction with others

did, on or about the time charged in the information, kill

any otter, mink, marten, sable, or fur-seal, or other fur-

bearing animal or animals, on the shores of Alaska or in

the Behring Sea, east of the 193d degree of west longi-

tude, the jury should find the defendants guilty." ^
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