
IV PREFACE.

For notices of the authors, directions for pronunciation, and

explanations of difficult phrases or words, the reader is referred

to " The Companion to the Reading Books," in which he will

find the necessary aid. The signification and derivation of many

scientific terms arc embodied in the articles themselves, and a

useful addition has been made to the Historical and Biographi-

cal extracts by the str.tement of the dates. Of the list of

authors represented in the volume, it is sufficient to say that

it contp.ins the names of many of the most distinguished writers

on both sides of the Atlantic.
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