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work of these Indians, for which they receive a very mode-
rate compensaiton—principally in shirts, blankets, and other

articles of clothing. In the same manner, on application to

the chief of a village, he readily obtains as many boys and
girls as he has any use for. There were at this time a num-
ber of girls at the fort, in tniining for a future woolen factory

;

but they were now all busily engaged in constantly water-

ing the gardens, which the unfavorable dryness of the sea-

son rendered it necessary. The occasional dryness of some
seasons, I understood to be the only complaint of the set-

tlers in this fertile valley, as it sometimes renders the crops

uncertain. Mr. Sutter was about making arrangements to

irrigate his lands by means of the Rio de los Americanos.
He had this year sown, and altogether by Indian labor, three

hundred fanegas of wheat.

A few years since, the neighboring Russian establishment

of Ross, being about to withdraw from the country, sold to

him a large number of stock, with agricultural and other

stores, with a number pieces of artillery and other munitions

of war ; for these, a regular yearly payment is made in grain.

The fort is a quadrangular adobe structure, mounting 1'

pieces of artillery, (two of them brass,) and capable

admitting a garrison of a thousand men ; this, at present,

consists of forty Indians in uniform—one of whom Avas al-

ways found on duty at the gate. As might naturally be
expected, the pieces are not in very good order. The whites

in the employment of Capt. Sutter, American, French, and
German, amount, perhaps, to thirty men. The inner wall is

formed into buildings, comprising the common quarters, with

blacksmith and other workshops ; th<3 dwelling house, with

a large distillery-house and other buildings, occupying more
the centre of the area.

It is built upon a pond-like stream, at times a running

creek communicating with the Rio de los Americanos, which
enters the Sacramento about two miles below. The latter

is here a noble river, about three hundred yards broad, deep

and tranquil, with several fathoms of water in the channel,

and its banks continuously timbered. There were two ves-

sels belonging to Captam Sutter at anchor near the landing

—one a large two-masted lighter, and the other a schooner,

which was shortly to proceed on a voyage to Fort Vancou-
v-er for a cargo of goods.


