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get out of hand. As there was no one else

to look after these people, and as I had formerly

been in the consular service myself, and as

they said quite frankly that they would feel

relieved if I took charge of things, I decided

to " sit on the lid," as it were, until the Consul-

General's return. In assuming charge of

British and American affairs in Antwerp, at

the request and with the approval what re-

mained of the Anglo-American colony in that

city, I am quite aware that I acted in a manner

calculated to scandalize those gentlemen who
have been steeped in the ethics of diplomacy.

As one youth attached to the American

Embassy in London remaiked, it was " the

damndest piece of impertinence " of which

he had ever heard. But he is quite a young

gentleman, and has doubtless had more ex-

perience in ballrooms than in bombarded cities.

I immediately wrote a brief note to the

German commander transmitting the keys

and informing him that, in the absence of the

American Consul-General I had assumed

charge of American and British interests in

Antwerp, and expected the fullest protection

for them, to which I received a prompt and


