
A LIGHT ON THE WATER. 443

the gravest danger. Our duty is to restore.

Whatever our resources, in things material or

of the spirit, this generation and yours and the

generation to follow must give unsparingly.

Our minds and hearts must turn to Europe,

for only in service to mankind can America
fulfil that for which she was created.

' Across the seas lies England. She has

done much that is unworthy of her in the

past ; she has much to teach and much to

learn; but within the h3art of Old England

'lere is majestic grandeur and great merciful-

iiess, and with that heart our' must beat in

unison. The solemn splendour of Britain's

sacrifice must never be forgotten.

'Believe in life, my son. Believe in men.

Take on my charge and fight the flames of

Ignorance, not as 1 did, but with the power

of Reason and of Right, The universal mind
is still alive. Trust in it as Wagner when he

wrote his music, as Shelley when he sang of

beauty, as Washington when he founded this

great Repubhc. Men speak through their

nationalities, but in every country of the world

there is an aristocracy of thought ; and if you
have the power, I charge you work towards

the end when that great aristocracy will flood

the earth with splendour and Ignorance will

be no more.
• These words I leave with you, my son, on

this silent night in ^lay. Perhaps you will

never read them. Perhaps you will live only

in our two hearts. But on the borders of life

we reach out for you, praying that you may


