
I'o K«'l cliildn-n lo do their duty, tJicy must be put
at it. and kept at it until habits of thinking and act-

in.fJT ai-e formed ; nd eiiaraeter is tixed. 1 have little

-.ymiiathy witli iliose who desire to substitute an ed-
ucation of interi'st for an education of effort, as in-

tei'i'sl cannot iiAays be maintained at the burstintf

point and the child if ie!t to himself is sure to run
Id \va>lt': oiilv clfort >-S[\ save him.

I am not speakinj: li<>i'e of the extraordinary child

whom \vc see now an! then developing into strom?
manhood and wonutnhood under the most adverse
circumstances, iiut of the ordinary child, who is just
as lazy as he daies be and who will never form cor-
rect lial)ils and build solid chai'acler unless wisely
and lirmily directed.

Tlie present at;c, miu-eover. is an age of efTort.

woi'k and labour. The activity of the school should
llicrefiM'e be directed towards a twofold task— the
im|)artin!i of .iiowledge and the {(u'mation of a hab-
it of unreinittiii}.'. steady industry. No principle
needs nu)re thoi'ou^ii inculcation than this

—
"I wili

ill) what I oU!.'ht to do."' The gift of the school to the

vouiig should lr> not only skill in his work, but also

love for labour and activity, if he is to find satisfac-
tion and hai)pi:ii'ss in lite. Hut here someone may
sa> that too mu"li is often expected of the teacher,

I hilt lie cannot as a rule create habits of industry,

ai)i)lication, ani self-control—these must begin at

home. Then auain. quite a number of children will

be slow—m)t to -ay dunces; and even the most com-
petent and faithful instructors cannot properly
train the ma.io-ity of the rest, unless their elTorts

iu'e vigorously and intelligently seconded by the
home.

The followiuiJ amusing anecdote is taken from
llie work of a recent writer on education and serves
li: illustrate how some parents would be willing to

do their duty by their children, if they could only
do so by the payment of money. An old farmer in

Pennsylvania, having suddenly acquired a fortune
by operations in the oil region, sent his two daugh-
ters to be educated at a boarding school. After a

lime he wrote the Principal a letter, enquiring about
llie progress of his children. "Nothing can be done
for vour daughters. '" I'cplied the Principal, "thev
lackcaiiacily. t'hen buy ca|)acity for them at any
price." was his reply, "and send the bill to me.'
riiouph such 'II answer seems extremely absurd
and ridiculcuis. yet it is hardly more so than are the
remarks of many persons whose intelligence far
exceeds that i)()-sessed by the Pennsylvania farmer.
Such persons a>'e often heard to say : "My boy s

teacher lacks tact:" "He doesn't make the lesson at-
lracti\e ami inleresting:" "He doesn't succeed in


