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being used as' a ballot paper at an election,
to any person other than the returning offi-
cer.

Mr. AYLESWORTH. I do flot know
exactly the jutent of this, perhaps I do flot
appreciate correctly what la ln the mind of
the lion, gentleman ln .moving this amend-
ment. Apparently the object la to prevent
any person who la engaged In the printing
of ballots whicli are to be used at an elec-
tion lianding one of the ballots so, printed
to any person other than the returning offi-
cer. My Impression is that this Is covered
already by a clause ln the Elections Act.
I should like to have an opportunlty of
being sure about that before discusýsing the
ameadment. In the meantime 1 would re-
fer to the wording of the amendment.
This la proposed as an addition to a clause
in the present Act whlcli creates an lndict-
able off ence and which la made by the sec-
tion an offence readering the person wlio
commits it liable to a severe punishment,
imprisonient for a period not exceeding
five years, under eitlier the existing section
or the section as I arn proposing to amend
it. The offence which may Tender a person
hiable to, this severe punialiment la stated
lu tbe law as it stands to, be the printing
of a ballot paper whicli la capable of being
used at an election with fraudulent intent.
The hon. gentleman proposes to add to that
paragrapli of offences the act of a person
who, la engaged in the printing of ballots
and la proven to have transferred, whlcli
1 take tu men lias handed over any
ballot paper to sucli third person, with or
without such latent. That la to say, hie is
proposiag to create a new offence whicli
niay subject that man to, a punishment of
flve years' imprisoamnent, aîthougli the man
does the act whlcli constitutes the offence
witliout any fraudulent Intent. That seemis
a very serious departure from the well
kuown ordinary principles upon whicli the
criminal law la establislied and adminis-
tered, and unless there was some very clear
reason for creatiag an offence of that
character, subjectlng a man tu the possibili-
ty of 50 serions consequences, even al-
thougli there may have been complete In-
nocence of wroag intention on the mnan's
part, I would hesitate very much before
being willing to coacur la sucli a proposai.

Mr. ALCORN. The net of transferring
or lianding over a ballot to any person
other tlian a returning officer ca-n by posai-
blhlty have only one objeet, that la to pro-
cure that ballot to be used for some !im-
Proper purpose In coanectýion with the elec-
tion for whicli the ballots wére priated.
Every man la presumed to Intend the natural
consequence of bis own net. He transfers
tliat ballot knowlng it la against the lnw to
do so, and knowing that none but an Impro-
per use can be made of It. Therefore, I
think It reasonable to sny tliat doing what
lie knows to be an unlnwfu] net hie must

Mr. WHITE

lntead the natural consequence of that act.
It would not be necessary before a jury to
prove the latent of has act, lie does whnt
lie knows to be an unlnwful act ; and,
therefore, I think the section la properly
framed.

Mr. PORTER. I desîre, la vlew of the
exposures made nfter the last general elec-
tion of 1904, wlien an effectuaI attempt
was made to use Ia the general elections
what wns commoaly known as the bogus
ballot box, whlci lias been dlscussed in
this House, and witli which lion. gentlemen
are quite famillar, to, move an ameadment
to this section of the Act, deslgned par-
tlcularly agaînst that cîass of fraud or
crime la elections. I therefore move:

M8 Section 255 of the said Act is further
amended by insertiug the following paragraph
after paragrapli (i):

i (2) manufactures, constructa, imports into,
Canada, has in his possession suppliea to any
election officer, or uses for the purposes of an
election, or causes to lie manufactured, con-
structed, imported into Canada, supplied to
aay election officer or, uses for the purposep
of any election, any ballot box coataining or
including aay compartment, appliance, de-
vice or mechanism by which a ballot paper
may or could lie secretly fflaced or stored
therein, or, having been deposited during
polling, may lie secretly diverted, misplaced,
affected or manipulated.

la view of the disclosures that amend-
muent, I think, la wortliy of the couisidera-
tion of the House.

Mr. AYLESWORTH. The law as it
stands, and bas stood for many years,
quite covers the case whicli tlie lion, gen-
tleman describes. Subsection (c) of section
255 compendiously states that every man
wlio frnudulently puts into a ballot box a
paper other than the ballot paper whlch
lie la autliorized by lnw to, put la is lhable
to tlie penalties 0f this section. The amend-
ment wlich is proposed here la more ela-
borate la its ternis and penalizes the man
wlio lias la ls possession a box caiculated
to be used lu a way to facilitate the fraudu-
lent putting into it of a paper other than
the ballot paper. There may lie some oli-
jeet la spreading ail these words upon the
statute, 1 am not able to see myseif wlint
the objeet is, but I certainly have no objec-
tion if the lion, gentleman or any other
member wauts to amplify la language the
provision whicli nlready la on the statute-
book la that respect. The presenit provi-
sion, I mny remind thue committee, lias
already proved absolutely efficient la re-
spect to the very matters the lion. gentle-
man lain laind. Punialiment lias been
meted out la that coanection, and no prnc-
tical difficulty lias, so, far as I am nware,
been suggested la dealiag wlth an offeace
of the cbaracter the hon, gentleman lias ln
mind under the law as it now stands. I
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