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At Home After Four Years,

Under the heading “Left  Many
Friends the Dawson bally News of
July 1u, referitng to the departure of
AMr. I C. Wade, contained the .oltow-
Ing editorlal paragraph .

The esteem In which Crown Prose-
cutor Wade s held was manifested on
Sunday  evening upon the sadling of
the Yukoner. Every prominent olli-
il e lown was o the dock to wisa
gsuodbye and God-speed to the able
Judisvunsult and hig family upon the
eve ol thelr departure from the terri-
tory Mr. Wade 8 aggtessive person-
Qiny has atttacted to htm many i
Iriends. Like otners, he has enendes,
vut even they admire las ighting pro-
ciivitjes.  Lhe history of .0\'\.'1‘}' fon-
tier town i3 the same, Sotue endeas
vor to tmpiess others with an tdea of
thelr  Importance and ingfluence and
en, as ume goes on, they cncoum‘cl
men who will not catmyy submit “f
such preposterous notions and troubae
pepins,  Mr. Wade has eucoumcxcg
not a few incidents of this characxcll.
but he has survived the shock aud' E
may be truthfully sald of him l.ha.t. e
has emerged from each conflict with
credit.  The repuintton he made (?x
himself in the conduct of the Qunm
case 15 an enviable one and wiit {llu_:.
be forgotten in high quarters. &
\Wade wHl seek recreation in travel
and enjoy a well carned rest and it s
not imposstble thut upon his rgturn' l:
this distriot he may have received et‘hLAs
higher honors than his friends at

contemplate.

ug‘l‘;'. L\\':\dc arrived in \\'vinnh"':'g with
his family varly on Wednesday m'orlx,\-
ing last, having made <he Joux’-ne) h);
easy stuges, san}(‘llng ‘m)e\l;xll&'we
‘ancouver and other citles. M7, K

:}mmam S0 thomut,'l\l\l,); ul) :;lltgmtxmg
ae honte agasn in 1wnipe e
;lsporxcr ventured to ask th?m ;rrm’:;\-'
now intended to settle hm_\ {7.1 o
nently., lan answer, he 'sal.d. v
fshed up my four years “orkO'YI‘}rien
north for the present with the !
trial, and we all felt the need of resd.
so 1 re-organized my l.m\- xlrmh:m"
hope 1o remain out until'next sp: g.k
He was not yet prepared 10 apeal
definitely as <o his future mo\cmmb.
but tntimated that they nrght pro X
ably include a trip to the old ooun

" Mot § riking Feltn:leol o
viewed on the condition
lhll:lge:m the terrikory in which Ihe’
has played a prominent part dt:!r ng

the past four years, Mr. Wade sal‘.
*~As to the Klondike, after a xurol-
spect extending over four years, !
would say that the most striking fea
cure 4s this, that a remarkable change
has occuried in almost everything af-

Jfecling the country, particularly the

«thods of transportation, m'lmng and
g;r‘xmcnci:u devedpmont. When the
firs: administration party procec‘dcd 10
<he Kdondike in 1847 there was ao
Canadlan system of ocean steamers t;g
skagway such as exist at the present
time. We travelled to that point on
Quadra, a government steamer, _um!
had 20 scale the Chilcoot I’uss while
our supplies in ¢he main were packed
over the White Pass by mules and
axen. Now the traveller leaving Van-
souver can take passage on the Hatlng
or Islander or any of the other maxg-
nificent ocean steamens under u.:e con~
tro! of the Canadian Pacific Nawviga-
tion company or any other Ca.nndl.nn
companie:, and proceed 2o Skagway
with asanuch pleasure as could be en-
joyed In a yachting trip in the Medd-
terranean or in crossing the Atlantlc
on one of the ocean ‘greyhounds.” The
steamers are well officered and beautd-
fully appointed, and even from a tour-
ist's pon¢ of view, no greater pleas.
ure oould be desired ¢han a sail by
the inside passage from Vancouver
to the foot of the Chilcott and White
passes. Instead of scaling mountaln
preeipices as before, the graveller who
leaves the Canadian steamship at
Skagway cnters dnto the train of the
\Vhite Pass rallway at Skagway and
1s rapidiy carried to White Horse and
landed on <he gangplank of some one
of the beautiful steamers travelling
from <¢hat point to Dawson. You can
travel now in your smoking Jackel
and slippers, instead of belng encum-
bered with spiked bdoots, rubber hip
boots, alpenstocks, shoulder strps and
packs, and all the other paraphernalia
which wené with the troubles cxperl-
enced in 1807 and 189S. The whole
Journey can e made 4n six or seven
days, Instead of in several months, as
used {0 be the case. Indeed, the time
18 not far distant when the trip from
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Vancouver to Skagway and thence
down the ILewis and Yukon rivers o
Dawsnn and past the southern Alaskan
pointa to vhe Behning sea will rank ns
nlie of the mo:t dolighttul pastimes
wideh the tourist could onjoy, Instead
of belng a succession of the most ex.
treme hardships.
Ir: ght Transpor atlos,

The metamorphosts effected In the
transportation of frelght has been
quite as startling. It s no longer ne-
cessary to re-enact the scenes of 1807
When 3,700 horses perished on the
\White P’ass in the transportation of
supplles. The dQangers of the Grand
Canyon are no longer expertenced,
White Horse claims no more victims,
and there are no more wrecks., Al
frelght Is landed at White Horse be-
low hoth the Canyon and rapids and
It Is transported with safety and the
utmost velocity to Dawson, This year
the White Pass rallway added so many
swift steamers 40 their fleot that they
were able to carry 100,000 tons of
freight to the Klondtke 4n one month,
the same amount which last year was
carrled In the entire season.,

The cost of transponrtation is still ex-
ceedingly high, $123 per ton from Vane.
couver to Dawson, but the managers
of the rallway tully reallze that these
rates must be reduced as soon as pos-
sible. While the White Pass Ry. and
steamboat company is doing such an
effective work on the Lewls and Up-
per Yukon all the great mercantile
compantes have combined their fleets
Into one on the Lower Yukon for tran-
Sportatiun purposes. The N. A. T and
7. Co., the A. and C. Co., A. and E. Co.
S Y. T. Co., and the E. T. Co., arc one
and the same, and thelr fleets operate
from St. Michaels In Behring Sea to
Dawson while the upper river trans-
bortation question has been thornugh-
Iy soived. Unfortunately this year the
upper river andg, down river fleets
formed a combination to keep up the
prices  which has been hurm-
ful  especitully to the smaller
dealers, but In tlme all this will be
rectified,

. Road Houses.

Winter travel has undergone a lihe
tnprovement. In 1897 and 1SUS there
was not a road house between Men-
nett and Dawson and supplles for the
whole trip, extendlng over between
60U and 700 miles, had to be loaded on
dog sleighs at Bennett, 700 1bs to a
slelgh of four dogs, and carried
through at an Immense expense and
unlimited labor and hardship. Now
they are carrled a great part of the
way by rafl, and half of the 415 miles
between White Horse and Dawson fs
traversed by horses and slelghs for
froighting, and stages running on
schiedule time for the carriage of pass.
engers have taken the place of dog
teams to a very laige extent. Road
houses well supplled with comforty
for man and beast are not more than
half a day's journcy apart throughout
the whole trip. 1t s an easy matter
to walk unencumbered with anything
but a small satchel, relying upon the
road houses for food and rest. The old
Iabored system of walking in has Leen
replaced by a sort of light and airy
pedesirianisin, many even travelling
by bleycle.

Cost of Living.

In mercantile matters a2  simila
change has occurred. In 1897 and 1898
the old companies controlled all the
supplics and every customer was pure-
1y at thelr mercy. They sold supplies
or not Jjust as ft suited them, and
every miner was at their mercy. Now
numberless small traders have entered
into competition with the usual result.
Custom instead of being tolerated is
cagerly belng sought after. For fam-
ily trade delivery wagons have been
brought into service. In Dawsson there
s a perfect telephone system, a Sys-
tem of messenger boys, and In fact
all similar adjuncts of civilization.
Competition has had its effects upon
prices as well as on accommodation.
Prices, however, vary so much that
quotations for one day would be mis-
lcading the riext. When the market is
overstocked, especlally  with  perish-
ables, prices fall to u low flgure. The
moment navigation ceases on the river
they at once rise to figures resembling
those of 1897 and 1898. During the
spring after the ice is unfit for travel-
iing, and before the opening of navi-
gation, they reach their highest
point  Sometimes prices are quoted
which would lead people In the west
to belleve that Dawson s a cheap
camp to live In. At times this Is the
case. but only for a few days. The
prudent housekeeper will have to ad-
mit that outside of the commonest
staples the expenses of living aré trom

three to five times In the Klondike to
what they are even In Vancouver,
Changes in Mintng Methods,

In mining sémitar  extraordinary
changes have occurred in the last four
yaarnd.  When the first government
party arrived at Dawson the old sys-
tem of thawing out shafts by burn-
ing cordwood was the only one In ex-
Istence.  Afker the shafts were thawed
the drifts were thawed In the same
manner.  ‘The steam pump was un-
kmown. Late In 1898 the first expert-
meats In steain and i using flame
somowhat on the blowplipe principle
were tried  The success wuas so tm-
mediate and unqualified that i the
last two years and a half very many
militon dollars’ worth of steam thawe
ers have been shipped Into the coune
try, and are dolng good work At
the same time it has been found that
summer working IS In many cases
more profitable than winter working.
In sunmner working the pay gravel 4s
taken from the drift, lifted up the
shaft by hand windlass, or Steam, and
dumped Into slufce boxes, where 6t is
at once sluiced, the gold remadning in
the riffles. In winter working the
ground was plled In dumps during the
winter, and had to be shovelled Into
the boxes 4n the spring, and in ¢hat
way double handled. Summer work-
ing saves double handling, and Is, In
every way, more pleasant and les3 ex-
pensive. The old system of thawing
by cordwood hnd almost dlsappeared.
In very decp shafis where there is
danger fromn gas, hot siones are still
used for thawing, but that s onty
in very exceptional cases, while for
ordinary drift work the steam thaw
has effected =0 great a reform

Hydraulic Mining.

has also come to the front. On Jo-
hanessen's claims on Bunker creek hy-
drautielng is now belng ompioyed to
wry  great  advantage, Where the
ground is not frozen, provided ahvays
water i3 plentiful and the grade sul-
ficent, hydraulicing  és extremely
cheap, but even frozen ground can
be exposed to the sun and hydraullced
wory successfully. On the creek bote
toms the water can be ecasily handiad
by fluming fur ground slulces, or ordi-
nary slulcing. To wash the pay dirt
on the hilislde where it is some times
skied a thousand feet in the ajr, is
a different proposition, and often  re-
quires the installation of an expensive
pumping plant. In 1897 and 1898 hil-
alde claims were practically unknown,
Gold was looked for In the creek bot-
toms exclusively. No one dreamt that
ft would be found on the top of the
mountains, but it has since been shown
that the creck claims are only an In-
cldent of the hiliside claims. The pay
streak of the hillslide claims consti-
tute what is called the old channels of
the anclent creeks. The modern creeks
appear 10 be the result of more re-
cent erosion and of the actlon of gla-
cial and other forces Including always
the running water and the gold found
in them has been carrled down from
the ancient channel by eroston and by
the tiibutary crecks. gulches, pups
and mooselicks, which cut the old
channels transversely and carry thelr
Pty to the lower levels. Quartz mining
promises to bring about a further re.
volution In the Klondike camp and its
methods. The whole Klondike is full
of quartz. I has been pretty well as-
certained that the ancient and
wmodern creeks are traversed transe
wversely by gold bearing stringers of
quartz. When I left the camp steam-
boating parties had teen quletly at
work for some momths locating quartz,
and there can e no question that
theie Is any quantity of
Gold Bearing Quartz.
any place throughout the country. 1
will show you a sample which is fa-
bulously rich but nol so émportant
upon that account as i is Yor the rea-
son that 4t proves itself to have been
taken from a stringer bearing, as it
s}x‘;)ws, the signs of contact on both
sldes.
Question of Iermanency.

“The ques*ion s often asked whethar
¢he camp is dlkely to be permanent.
Canadlans are more prone to ask this
question than Americans are.  \Whlle
our fellow countrymen ocontinuaMy
press the question, the Americans are
investing milllons of dollars in stu-
pendous railway engineering, such as
the White Pass rallway, and in estab-
lishing stores and wanechouses for ¢he
Yukon trade, not only at Dawson, but
at aimost countless polnts throughout
the distance of 1,800 miles from Daw-
son to St. Michaels on Behring sea.

“Notwithstanding so much Amerlcan

enterprise, Canadlan trade with qhe
country has increased marveliously
during the last few years. When we
went In four years ago Canadlan prod-
ucts were practically unknown in the
country,  Now a waik cthrough the
manunoth warchouses of all the great
companies reveals on every hand end-
less quantities of supplles fneluding all
Staples, canned 8oods, and other arti-
cles, from our great  Canadian  fac-
torles. There are @till, howe ‘er, many
drawbicks to be overcome. The cansg
used by Canadign packers are too
heavy,  bacon ang hams are often
found ot to be cured sutlictently 1o
last over a perivd of cighteen months,
the period necessary for Yukon pack-
ing.  Some of our North-\west butter
s conldered by fur <he best on the
market, outclussing butter from Call-
fornla ~ and  other states, but 1t
13 not properly packed, rust
creeps In and  the article §s  de-
stroyed. All  the 1mporters are
most anxlous to buy Canadlan goods,
but there are many duliculties in the
way which can only be overcome by
enterprise and alert appoeciation of
the hinportance of the trade.
Admintstraticn,

A simblar change for the better has
taken place in the administration of
the country. In 1807 and 1898, at the
ttme of the great rush to the gold
tlelds, when some 30,000 or 40,000 peo-
Ple sought to scale the passes and
swarm over the gold-bearing crecks
a smail handtul of officlals had to
transact the entire business of the
country. ‘They sought to do this un-
der a pressure of business which was
unprecedented, and for the accommo-
datlon of thousanda uf people excited
by the thirst for goid and  clamorous
to a degiec almost unheard of. There
were no otlictal buikdings of any kind.
The guld cummissioners ollice was
not larger than an ordinary small
voom, the post affice was a corner in
a small room in the police barracks;
the commissioner of the territory Ilv-
td in a tent: the supreme court of the
Northwest Territories first sat in a
log cabin, 12x14, In which were six
bunks, kitchen and dining room, all in
o1e. At Pawson Jater the accommo-
dation was a lttle better. The rest
of the government ollicials occupled a
log cabin, 1Ux12, on Second street.
There was almost no paper in the
ctountry, and mfuers carved items of
bovkkeeping representing hundreds of
thousands of dollars on sticks and
hoards. Tomate cuns were robbed of
thefr labels for similar purposes. The
only reconds of the gold commissioner's
office and other government offices, in-
cluding all the evidence in most im-
portant mining cases, were Kept on
the printed forms which I took In for
police courl purposes In August, 1897.
Now we have a post office containing
the most modern equipment, amply
ofiicered. and which s considered
equal to almost any in the Dominlon,
The gold conunissioner's office s
larga and commodious and is
randucted by an linmense staff under
the gold commissioner and his deputy.
The administration bullding now in
course of construction would be a
rredit to Winnipeg or any other clty
in Cannda. The commissioner s as-
sisted by a larme staff of accountants.
~erks. stenographers and  others,
while In 189S we had only one sten-
ngrapher fn the country. The Terri-
torial court Is conducted by two judges
and in appeal cases from the gold com-
missloner a court sits consist!ng of the
gold commissioner and the two Terr!-
torial court judges. There are clerks
and deputies. sheriff and deputy sher-
iff, caretakers, a matron, court-criers.
in fact everything that would be look-
ed for In an up-to-date city. I need
not take up your time, but T point out
these things, rot so much to show the
extreme difiiculties under which we
Inbored, but the masgnificent progress
which has been made in ro short a
perlod.

Sooial Progress.

The progrexs made soclally Is no leas
startling than it has heen In other
matters referred to. There are a great
many beautitul homes in Dawson and
the era of ‘stag-miner,” whether
“‘sour-doe’ or Cheechaco, has given
Place to the family era. The city is tull
of cultured ladles, both American and
Canadlan, and the schools are crowded
with as fine an aggregation of children
as could be be seen anywhere In the
world. Our cricket, football and lawn-
tennis are played through the summer.
and in the winter months our hockey
would startle the Winntpeg clud, and
to see Col. Rourke and many others of
our Manitobe curlers on the loe would
make “Tom" Kelly and *Billy" Ceorge-
son turn green with envy, We have



