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CHANGES IN THE CONSTITUTION.

Tho advisability of holdiog more frequent
meetiogs of tho full board was discussed at the
last annual meeting, and after dne notico of
motion had been given, the constitution was
amended at a gencral meoting held on tho 28th
Fepruary, 1890, as follows :

Sec. 4, Sub.-Scc. 2 was mado
follows,—

“Monthly general meetings shall be held on
the second Tuesday in each month, and if any
of theso days shall happen to be o legal holi-
day, then the meeting may be held upon the
third Tuesday. Notification by circular, or
otherwise, slhall be sufficiont for ordinary
meotings.”

After o year’s experience under tho ameadoed
constitution, thecouncil can only report that
the change has not met tho expectations of its
supporters. Tho monthly meetings have, asa
rule, not been as well attended as were the
quarterly meotings under tho old regulations,

The council recommends that the former
system of quarterly mcetings of the board,
with monthly meetings of tho council, bo again
adopted.

If any change is requited to have the
general business of the board transacted bys
larger number of membera it might be advis.
able to increaso the pumber of members com.
posing the council. It is understood by the
council that notice of motion to tliat effect
will be mado at the annual weeting.

RED RIVER NAVIGATION,

On severai occasions during the year the
board has urged the Dominion Government to
procerd with the improvements to the uavi-
gation of the Red river. In February, the
secretary, with the Manitoba members and
senators, waited, as a deputation, on the
minister of public works, and on his return
from Ottawa, the council appointed a deput-
ation to wait on tho city ccuncil to urge that
body to send Major Ruttan, the city engioeer,
to Ottawa to further preas the matter strongly
on the attzution of the department. Major
Ruttan was sent and presented the case to
Sir Hector Langevin, and secured the insertion
in the csti.nates of a sum for the securing of
information still rcquired by the engineers of
the public works department. In September
last, Sir Hector Langevin met the members of
this board in their board room and the whole
matter was gone over again with him. He
asked that a full stat~ment be again prepared
for bim that wold show the value, present and
prospective, of the trade and traffic to be
secured by improved navigation of the Red
river between this eity and Lake Winoipeg.
This statement has been forwarded and your
council trust that active operations willno
longer be delayed.

The council aro satisfied that they represent
the board when expressing their very great
dissatisfaction with the procrastinating and
dilatory cause of the Government in convection
with these required improvements, For years
promises have been given and feints at active
work have been exhibited but notbing of
material advascement has yet been shown.

HUDSON'S RAY BAILWAY,

In March last the board forwarded to Ottawa

the following petition :

to read as

“The momorial of the Winnipeg board of
trado most respectfully showoth :

That situated as Manitoba is, in tho contre
of the North Amecrican contivent, its inhabi-
tants very soverely fcol tho want of a shorter
and cheaper routo to the markets of the world.

It has been demonstrated by the experience
of tho Hudson’s Bay Company for over two
centurics, that a eafoc and practicable route
oxists, via Hudson's Bay and Strait, o route by
which the carly sottlers of the colony entered
the country and the produce of tho chase of the
entirc Not.nwest was convoyed to the commer-
cial centres of tho old world, by means of very
ardinary sailing ships, which in return brought
out the mnecessiry supplies of mapufactured
goods, live stock and implements. “T'he con-
struction of a railway to conncct the existing
and future lines of railway in tho provinco with
Hudson’s Bay would be of immense benefit to
this country by aflording a cheap and ready
means of access to tide wator ; by reducing the
cost of trausportation of our cereals, live stock
and dairy products to the markets of Europe,
and by offering to immigrants a shorter and
more direct route to the vory heart of the
Dominion, would tend very materizlly to
promote and encourage tho rapid developmnent
of Manitcba and of the whole Northwest.

In view therefore of the great impartance the
Winnipeg & Hudson’s Bay railway would be to
this country, to tho Northwest Territories and
the Dominion at large, your memorialists would
most respectfully pray -

That your Hoporable House will be pleased
to grant such substantial aid as will enable the
Winnipeg & Hudson's Bay Railway Company
to undertake the immediate construction of this
great enterprise and carry it out to completion.

And your memorialists as in duty bound will
ever pray.”

PROPOSED REMOVAL OF DOMINION LANDS OFFICE,

In March last, in consequence of a speech
made by the Minister of the Int:rioc in the
House at Ottawa it was understood that tho
Dominion Government had in contemplation
the removal of the Dominion Lands Board from
Winnipeg to Ottawa. Very strong feeling was
excited regarding the proposed change ia the
syste . of administering the Dominion Lands
business in this country, aad at a meeting of
the board on the 8th of April, the followiag
résolution was unzpimously passed and for-
warded to Sir Joha A. Macdonald.

**Whereas, it is curvently veported to be the
intention of the Dominion Government to dis-
turb the existing arrangemeunts for the sd.
mipistration of Dominion Lends io Manitoba
and the Nortbwest Territories by doing away
with the Lands Board at Winnipeg, and re-
turning to the former system of transacting the
business reluting to Government Lands direct
with the Departinent of the Interior at Ottawa,

¢And whereas, such removal would causo
great inconvenicnce, irritation and loss to tho
people of this province snd the Territories.

“And whereas, for the encouragement of
immigration and the more rapid development
of the resourcs of the country, itis, in the
opinion of this board, most desirable that every
facility should be here afforded settlers in ob-
taining titles to their lands, and the transaction
of such business as they may have with the

Dopartment without the delays consequount on
a reference to Ottawa.

“Therefore be it resolved, that this board
doeca horeby protest against such proposed
action, and in the interesta of the settiers wonlkl
respectfully urge upon the Government the en.
largoment of the powers of tho Commissioner
sufficient tc enable him to fully and finally dis.
pose of all matters properly coming-before him.”

A doputation of members of tho board also
waited on the Hon. Mr. Dewdney at tho time
of his visit here last summer and urged tho
views of the board on this subject.

So far as the council is aware no action has
sinco been taken by the Dominion Goverment
to disturb the existing arrangements,

TRANSFER RAILWAY,

On the 26th of June last the board at a
specialgeneral mceting passed the following
resolutions :

“Whereas it is of the greatest importance
that every facility for the interchange of
merchandise from one part of the country to
another should exist ;

“*And whereas the principle has been re-
coguized by the general railway act of the
Dominion, providing for connections betwcen
railronds which intersect ;

““And whereas tho Northern Pacific & Maaoi-
toba Ry. has now a rallway system within the
province of 265 miles, and, with their con-
nections from o competing line, and portions
of this line have been in operation for more
than one year, but up to the present time no
connection with the Canadian Pacific Ry. has
been made ;

“And whereas, the Winnipeg transfer rail-
way was built at very considerable expen:e,
largely for the purpose of providing such
conpection ;

¢And wherecas, this board recogaises the
fact that the advantages derived from such
competition are minimized for the lack of such
connection and that the public conveaicnce
requires such mesr's of transier, and the want
of it has beon occasioned and will countinue to
occasion much loss and delay by uecessitat.
ing the teaming of goods from: the one road to
another ;

¢And whereas, the Winnipeg transfer rail-
way did, on or about the beginning of August
last make application to the railway committee
of the privy council to approve the plans of
connection with the Canadian Pacific railway,
which was inteoded to enable the interchange
of traffic between that road and the Northern
Pacific and Mauitoba railway, and since that
time have renewed and have now pending
before the committee an application for such
¢orpncction

““Aund to and whereas in the opinion of this
board every effort should be made to secure
such connection without further delay ;

“Therefore be it resolved that this board
again respectfully, and most urgently, rcquest
the railway committee of the privy council to
provide for said connection, and that a copy
of this resolution be forwarded to the Hon. the
Minister of cailways, with a request for im-
mediato action in the promises.”

Again, on the 9.h of September a telegiam
was sent from a general meeting of the board
urgiog on the railway committee the nccessity



