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cided in 1879, when the. word waa very yeunig in the language,
though1 the vermin was then very oid in the huinan race.' À
mnan named Bailey waa a candidate for Congress oni the Pro-
hibition -ticket. A Kaiamamo newspaper, apparently appoaed
to hiis candidacy, pubiished an article to the effect that the can-
didate had been convieted of atealing whisky fines while a justice
of the peace, had loît hi& position as a minister on the. charge
of aduitery, and wss "a pettifogging shyster"; the article con-
eluding with, "Pshaw, these reformers are pretty mucli alike."
The court hieid that te call one a pettifogging shyster waa
libeUcous per se, saying:

"We think, alao, that the term £ pettifogging shyster' needed
no de.aiition be wîtnesses before the jury. The combination of
epithetz every lawyer and citizen know belongs to none but
unscrupulous praetitioners, who disgrace their profession by do-
ing mean work, and resort to sharp practice te do it. The.
defendant auccesstully justifled the charge by proof that such
was plaintiff's general reputation."

lIn Gril>ble v. Pioneer Press Co., 34 Minn. 342, 25 N.W. 710,
a St. Paul newapaper callea one "a hait imbecile shyster."
The Court said:

"The. word 'shyster' deflned ini Webster te mean 'a trickish
knave, one who carries on any business, espWcally a legal busi-
ness, in a dishonest way,' is evidently capable of having a re fer-
ence to the profesalonal character and standing of a lawyer. "

W. have aIrcady suggested that the word is iiew, but the
thiug itself very old. Dickens portrayed him, but did flot caUl
hiua shyster. " Pettifùjgger, " the neareat real Engiish word, is
deflned to be a lawyer dealing only with petty cases. The. alr-ster
cf to-day hunts big gamne, and often scorna the. littie business et
the. pettifogger.

Thomas Fuller, the attractive Engliali moralist ot the seven-
teenth century, thus s -.lded the. shyster of his tixue, known as
the. "comnion barrator"-

."A barrator la a horse leech that ouly sucks the corrupted
biood of the. law. M{e tradea in tricks and quirks; his highway


