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POLICEMEN AND THRIR Duries, e
~ an-ested’

feres unnecessarily upon every trifling occa-

sion, stirs-up ill;feeling against the force, and
does more harm than good, Ap over-zeal-

18 very likely to fall into g habit of ex-
aggeration, which is a fata]
presently show you,

In a police constable,

: and many opportuni-
ties are given him to

T be hard and oppressive,
especially to those in his custody.  Pray

avoid hardness anqg oppression ; be firm, but
not brutal ; make only discreet use of your
Powers. " If one person wishes to give another

your discretion, having regard to the nature|d

of the crime, the surrounding ci‘rcumstances,
and the condition and character of the ac.
cuser and the accused. Be very careful
to distinguish between cases of illness and
drunkenness, Many very serious errors haye
been committed for want of care in this re.
spect.  Much discussion has on various oc-
casions arisen touching the conduct of the
police listening to and repeating statements
of accused persons, I will try, therefore,
to point out what I think is the proper course
for a constable to take with regard to such
statements.  When a crime has been com.
mitted, and you are engaged in endeavourin
to discover the author
tion to your making enquiries of, or
questions to, any person from whom y
think you can obtain useful information,
is your duty to discover the crimina]
can, and to do this you must make such in-
quiries ; em

should Jou

putting

criminal himselt, and who inculpate
self by these answers, they are nevertheless
admissible in evidence, and may b

X € e used
against him., however, 5 constable

has a warrant to arrest, or is ahout to arrest
a person on his own authority, or hae a peri
son In custody for a crime, it ig wrong to
question such berson touching the crime of
which he is accused, Neither judge, magis-
trate, nor juryman, can interrogate an ac-
cused person, him to answer

questions tending to Criminate himse)f Much
less, then,

fault, as I shall|{b
Much power is vested|b

- | to make such inquiry, and the witn

ture of the charge upon which :)eedltso
leaving it to the person sO arl'e;‘or a constab le
thing or nothing as he pleases. say anything
to press any accused person tohich he is ac:
with reference to the crime of ¥ hat itshou
cused is very wrong. It is well also tment ma

e generally known that if a Stmender or in
Yy an accused person is made uthreat, even
consequence of any promise or fession, It
though it amounts to absolute conmaking it.
cannot be used against the person o a con
There is, however, no objection t ry state-
stable listening to any mere _volunta ]{e an
ment which a prisonér desires to max nor is
repeating sych statement In evidence “n evi-
there any objection to his repeating heard
€Nce any conversation he may have erson.
between thg Prisoner ‘and any other }s)ays or
But he ought not, by anything hed erson
does, to invite or encourage an accuse pution’
to make any statement, without first ca thing
ing him thag he is not bound to say anty any-
tending to criminate himself, and tha Per-
thing he Says may be used against him. bear
haps the best maxim for a constable to n is,
in mind with respect to an accused perso "
“ Keep your eyes and your ears P fulness
your mouth shyt” By silent watch lI]‘Iever
you will hear q)1 you ought to hear. by -
act unfairly to 5 prisoner by coaxing him, by

say any-

. u
. ! g | word or conduct, to divulge anything. If you
of it, there is no objec- | d

t
0, you wil] assuredly be severely haﬂ@(liee?\;
the trial, ang it is not unlikely your evi ver-
will be disbelieved. In detailing any con to
sation with an accused person, be sul’eom-
state the whole conversation, from the Col’ds
mencement to the end, in the very wver)’
used ; and, i, narrating facts, state enot,
fact, whether you think it material or-ality.
for you are pet the judge of its materl hic
Tell, in short, everything ; as well e is
is in favour of the accused as that w lxiet}’
against hijm ; for your desire and atn an
must be to be fajr, assist the innocen " suc
not convict any man by unfair means, tell in
as suppressing” something which maytain 0
his favour, even though you fe?l ce{n is-
his guilt. * Unfairness is sure 'to bring an
credit upon thoge who are guilty of it. tes any
accused in a conyersation with you scZans of
circumstanceg which you have the r:lhose cir-
Inquiring into, yoy ought, whether i

. him,
7ou against
cumstances arein his favour or ge-z.ses who

state-
can prove or disprove the truth of the

istraté
ment ought to be taken before the g?fg an a¢-
when the prisoner is examined ; an



