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LORD ELGIN'S LAST DAYS.

The current number of the North BritisA Review, which is
one of great ability and variety, contains a deeply interesting
article on the character of the late Lord Elgin, under the title
of "Lord Elgin-in Memoriam." Judging from the internali
evidence, we should ascribe this article to the pen of the Duke1
of Argyle. We insert it in this numbe'r of the Journal with1
peculiar yet melancholy satisfaction, as a tribute to the memory1
of the most accomplished governor and able statesman which
Canada has ever had. In her educational interests, Canada lost
a gifted friend in the death of Lord Elgin. The article contains
an affecting account of the closing scenes in the life of the
late Governor General of India:-

It is not the intention of these few pages to give an account,
even in outline, of what England lost in the death of Lord
Elgin. Other pens may hereafter describe at length that sin-
gular career, which witnessed the successful accommodation of
a more varied series of novel and entangled situations than las
perhaps fallen to the lot of any other statesman within our own
time.

There must be those who remember and who could tell of the
reduction of Jamaica to order, after the convulsions of the
Emancipation Act, by the youngest Governor ever sent out to
command a colony. There must be those who know how ho
stood his ground in Canada against firat one and then another
turbulent faction, and converted the mass of thepopulation from
a state of chronic disaffection to permanent loyalty. There are

those who witnessed that decisive stroke by which be sent the
troops back from Singapore to Calcutta, in the very criais of the
fate of our Eastern Empire, and, when he landed, found (to use
his own famous and long-remembered expression) but "one
face in Calcutta unblanched with fear "-the face of the in.trepid
Governor, his own early college friend, Lord Canning,-.--a meet-
ing how romantic, and an issue how momentous! "It was he,"
wrote the gallant and lamented Sir William Peel, "who made
the change in India. It was the Chinese expedition that relieved
Lucknow, relieved Cawnpore, and fought the battle of the Gth
December." There are those who remember how, when, not
for the first time, he encountered the terrors of shipwreck, at
the Point de Galle, the two ambassadors of England and France
sat aide by side, unmoved amidst the awful scene, and refused
to leave the sinking ship, inspiring all around them with the
cheerfulness and spirit needed for the emergency. There are
those who saw him, by that rare union of tact with firmness, of
fertile resource with simplicity of aim, which belonged to the
character of his race, twice over bring to a prosperous end the
stupid and provoking negotiations, and the no less stupid and
provoking wars of the most inaccessible and intractable of
earthly empires,-who watched the moderation with which ho
procured the treaty of Tien-tsin, the decisive energy with which
he avenged the dignity of England by the destruction of the
Summer Palace at Pekin, and received the humiliation of the
Chinese Prince in the heart of the Imperial city.

There are those, too, who know what he hoped to have done
for India, had his life been spared. There are those-not a
few-who looked further forward still, to the time when his
long wanderings would at last be over, and he might have
returned to have taken hie place high in the councils of his
country, and given to the solution of the great problems of the
government of England, the experience and ability which had
been ripened in sach lofty positions, in so many a trying situa.
tion, in each extremity of the globe.

To these, and such as these, we must leave the delineation of
the general policy, and the complicated course, of Lord Elgin's
public life.

But it may be possible, within the short compass of the
present occasion, to bring back some recollections of his last
days, oome image of his character as he appeared to those who
knew and loved him best, which may fil up the vacant space
left by his death, not merely in the memory and the hopes, but
in the actual knowledge of his contemporaries. For it is one Qf


