
T2 HE BRITS H-AME R 1C AN RE C IST ER,582]1
The War between thefe two ni- gland manifelled, by her coridua,

tions had continued for the Period of in thefe Treaties that, the due pre-
25 years, and it was thought that t1he ferv.ing the Balance of Power, was
oflis of Lpain iin its profecution, i- her conifant purfuit; and according

ded to the nany and great advantages as the lcale 'aried too much in fa-

flhe was forced ta abanîdon by the vor of one or other of the contend-

treatv of Peace, would provide fui- i ng Parties, the ihne 'olicy govcrn-

c:ent' fecurity againf the reft.-fs fpi- ed her imeafres. All Europe re-

rit of Dominion which, at thar time joiced at the coniclubion of the Tri-

appeared to abfoirb every other pur- p e League ; Fraice, by the fucces-

fuit of thc Spanifh Court. ion of two able, deligning, and
hihly amnbi:ious Miniers, Richelieu

Li faa, by the MIinfer and Pvre- and Magazini, liad acquired a great-
nen Treaties, Spain loft niany ofh 'I) nets of Power truly formidable. Not-
poeflons, ier reiources were dmli- wvithi:nLîding the fears this power nu-
nifhed, and enervated by the frtrong I turallv g-ave rife to, about the y-ar
andI convuve exerdions flic hiad 1671 the triple Lcagie was broken,
raade daring an arduous and alma<l thro' the aniendency of certain reli-

eneral conli1 vwhich had lafted for gious principle: which at that time
iare than a Century, fhe vas fai engrofs'd the Englifli Court ; and iii

ngi the fcale of Power. March 1672, War withl Holland was
again proclaimed, but very much a-

After the death of Philio the « jain!a the advice of Parliament: fo
fourth of Spain, Lewis the 14th that iii the year following the. Lords
coniidering it a favorable opportuni- and Commons reprefented ta the
ty to enforce his unjutl pretenflons ta K7ing that, cc France wcas profiting
the Dulledoii of Brabant, the Couîn- by this unnatural contert, and wias
ties of Hainault and Namur, belXdes incre-;ilng, by the means of England,
feveral other portions of the J.ow in power, f1rengtlh and reputation:"
Countries, invaded thei at the head they advifed a tpeedy treaty vith the
of a Powerful army in 1667. Promp- Uniiited Provinces, in order to a folid
ted even at that early period, by tioe aiid larting Peace. 'le inclinations
vicws of aggrandifemuent which were of the Court weretinfortunately îlot
one day to fliiulate him to attempt fcund to correspond with this fuluta-
Un;iverfal Dominion, Lewis waved all rv advice. It was îlt tilt the year
confideratioin of honor or juftice, -and 1677, thzt the apathy which had pit-
as well bv Machiavelean arts, as by Gcd the nation, the Lethargy whicl
the fword, he Rrung every nerve to had f0 long intranced its Councîls bc-
render hinfelf mafter of the derfinies gun to flîblide. Refleaing upon the
of Europe, by reducing Spain to the immenfe treafuire of blood and ic-
narrow and defolating exigency of ne>' eN b aclors to
becoming fubfervient ta his fchemics; keep the Continental Powers withii
&ded by incomparable talents and a- their due and moderate limits, .îth

- ilties n every departnent of itate, Nvhat acriniony did the people revîle
bis plan was almoil realifed, wlien theinfelves for biiely adminiftcring to
the Triple League already fpoken of, Jhe plans of France b> affig lier
vas opportunely concluded, gave to erea an Empire far more aharmilîg'

arreft t. the inperious Moi:rc 1 s tha the mai exceflive of the
amnbitious career, and Peace ta Eu- Spanifli Monarchy 1 For fone lune

rype adevtwsno ilteyar

(aler the retration, Ltha Couric

t dent thcrefor e , that E ni drom-n'd in raxury, abd plung'd mte

wha acrmon di hvpolirvl


