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- The “War between thefe two mna-
tions had continued for the Period of
235 years, and it was thought that the
loffes of Cpain in its profecution, 2d-
ded to tiie muny and great advaniages
the was forced to abandon by the
treaty of Peace, would provide fuh-
cient fecurity agaiaft the reftiefs {pi-
rit of Dominion which, at thar time
appuared to ablorh every other pur-
fuit of the Spanifh Court.

In £2&, by the Munfter and Pyve-
nean Treaties, Spain loft many of hoer
pofeflions, her refources were dimi-
nifhed, and enervated by the ftrong
and  convuliive exerdons fhe had
rude daring an arduous and almaft
ceneral coniiift which had lafted for
mare than a Century, fhe was faft
finking in the ftale of Power.

After the death of Philip the
fourth of Spain, Lewis the 14th
confidering it 2 favorable opportuni-
vy to enforce his unjuft pretenfions to
the Dukedom of  Brabant, the Coun-
ties of Hanault and Namar, belides
feveral other portions of the [ow
LCountries, invaded them at the head
of a Powerful army in 1667. Promp-

ed even at that early period, by thoie
views of aggrandifement which were
one day to ftimulate him to attempt
Uaiverfal Dominion, Lewis waved-all
confideration of honor or juftice, and
as well by Nachiavelean arts, as by
the {word, he fltrung every nerve to
render himfelf mafter of the deftinies
of Europe, by reducing Spain to the
narrow and defolating - exigency of
becoming fubfervient to his {chemes;
aided by incomparable talents and a-
bilities in every department of ftate,
his plan was almoft realifed, when
the Triple League already fpoken of,
was opportunely concluded, gave

" zireft to . the hmperious Monarch’s

" ambitious career,  and Peace to Eu-

rope. |

It s evidcnt-'-tlierefor'é,‘t]z:x‘t En-

gland manifefted, by her coridudt,
in thefe Treaties thar, the due pre-
{erving the Balance of Power, was
her confiant purfuit; and according
as the fcale varied too much in fa-
vor of one or other of the contend-
ing Partics, the fame Policy govern-
ed her meafures.  All Europe re-
joiced at the conclulion of the Tri-
ple League; TFrance, by the fucces-
iton of two uble, defligning, and
highly ambitious Minifters, Richelieu
and Magazin, had acquired a  great-
nefs of Power truly formidable. Not-
withitanding the fears this power na-
turally gave rife to, alout the yea

1671 the triple League was broken,
thro’ the alcendency of certain reli-
gious principles which at that time
engrofs’d the Englifbh Court; and in
March 1672, War with Holland way
again proclaimed, but very much a-
gainft the advice of Parliament: fo
that in the year following the. Lords
and Commons reprefented to  the
King that, « T'rance .was proﬁtting
by this unnatural conteft, “and was
increafing, by the means of England,
in power, ftrength and reputation
they advifed a {peedy treaty with the
United Provinces, in order to a folid
and lafting Peace. ‘The inclinations
of the Court were unfortunately not
feund to correspond with this faluta-
ry advice. Tt was not till the year
1677, that the apathy which bad pal-
fied the nation, the Lethargy which
had fo long intranced its Councils be-
gan to fubiide. Refledting upon the
immenfe treafure of blood and meo-
ney expended by their anceftors to
keep the Continental Powers within
their. due and moderate limits, .with
what acrimony did the people revile
them{elves for bafely adminiftering to
the plans of France Ly aflifting her
to ereét an Empire far more alarming,
‘than-the moft exceflive groveth of the
Spanifh- Monarchy | For-lome time-
after the "reftoration, the Court was
drown’d in luxury, and plung'd inte




